
REPORTER
April 2013  Volume XXVI, Number 3

APRIL CALENDAR 

Fri 5, 12, 19, 26 - Special Program: French conversation, 1:30–3:30 p.m., Applewood at 

Amherst. Contact: Judith Pool 

Fri 5, 12, 19, 26 - Special Program: Conversational Italian, 1:30–3:30 p.m., Quigley Room, 

Newman Center at UMass, 472 North Pleasant Street, Amherst. Contacts: Dean Poli and 

Zina Tillona.  No need to register; contact Dean or Zina for more information

Thur 11 - Council meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m.; Five Colleges, Inc. HQ.

Fri 12 - Great Decisions: China in Africa, presentation by Mwangi wa Githinji of Umass Amherst, 

9:30–12:00 noon, Northampton Senior Center, 67 Conz Street. Additional parking across the

street in WWII Club lot. Registration 9:00–9:30 a.m.; program starts at 9:30 a.m. sharp. 

$10 single session; $35 for the series (a little saving). Walk-ins welcome!

Thur 18 - Special Program: Finding Families Interest Group presents a speaker:  Westfield 

State University Archivist Karen Canary 1:45–3:45 p.m., Dewey Hall Common Room, 

Smith College. Contact: Bobbie Reitt. (see page 4) This session is not just for genealogists!

Thur 18 - Special Program: Science Roundtable - “The Big Bang Theory,” led by John 

Gaustad, 2:00–3:30 p.m., The Meeting House, Northampton Lathrop. Contact: Dottie 

Rosenthal No need to register, but contact Dottie to be added to the email list (see page 2)

Fri 19 - Great Decisions: Humanitarian Intervention, presentation by Jon Western of Mt Holyoke

College, 9:30–12:00 noon, Northampton Senior Center, 67 Conz Street. Additional parking 

across the street in WWII Club lot. Registration 9:00–9:30 a.m.; program starts at 9:30 a.m. 

sharp.    $10 single session; $35 for the series (a little saving). Walk-ins welcome!

Thur 25 - Special Program: Travel Interest Group, 2:00–4:00 p.m., The Meeting House, 

Northampton Lathrop. The presentations: Dean Poli on Bari, Italy followed by John Martin

on Looking at Islands. Contact: Joan Wofford. (see page 6)

continued on page 2

5CLIR
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calendar continued

Fri 26 - Great Decisions: Iran, presentation by Omar Dahi of Hampshire College, 9:30 a.m.–12:00

noon, Northampton Senior Center, 67 Conz Street. Additional parking across the street in 

WWII Club lot. Registration 9:00–9:30 a.m.; program starts at 9:30 a.m. sharp. 

$10 single session; $35 for the series (a little saving). Walk-ins welcome!

Fri 26 - Special Program: Opera Prep with Peggy Bedell, Handel’s Giulio Cesare, 1:30–2:30 p.m.

The Community Room, Northampton Lathrop. [The performance is at Cinemark (Hadley), 

on Saturday, 27 April.] Contact: Peggy Bedell No need to register! (see page 9)          

Sun 28 - 5CLIR Annual Meeting, 2:00 p.m.

APRIL followed by 

Preview of the Fall Semester, 2:20–3:45 p.m.

Where: Carroll Room (2nd floor), Smith College Campus Center.

What: Pick up your fall catalogs, meet the moderators of the fall 

seminars, chat with friends. 

And: Refreshments served.

MAY

Thu 2 - Special Program: Viewpoints with Hy Edelstein, 12:30–2:00, Conference Room, High

land Valley Elder Services, 320 Riverside Drive, Suite B, Florence. Contact: Hy Edelstein 

No need to register.

Fri 3 - Great Decisions: The Euro in Crisis, presentation by Mahnaz Mahdavi of Smith College, 

9:30–12:00 noon, Northampton Senior Center, 67 Conz Street. Additional parking across the

street in WWII Club lot. Registration 9:00–9:30 a.m.; program starts at 9:30 a.m. sharp. 

$10 single session; $35 for the series (a little saving). Walk-ins welcome!



Letter from the President, Jim Harvey

Winter is still hanging on and yet we soon (April 28th) will be holding our

Fall Preview and annual meeting at which we learn about next fall’s 

seminars and elect new Council members and officers.  In addition we have

a rich set of programs offered by our Winter/Summer Committee for the

summer.  We don’t stop learning!  

We all enjoy the benefits of 5CLIR membership, but we also have responsibilities.  I have written

in an earlier article about the crucial importance of volunteering to be a moderator.  We also need

committees to keep things moving smoothly.  You will have a chance to volunteer for a committee

assignment when you register for the fall and pay your dues.  Be thinking about how you might

serve. 

There is another level of responsibility that we all need to fulfill – to be a good “citizen.”  What

does that mean?  One thing it means is to be conscientious in preparing for a presentation and to

participate in discussion in seminars. Most of us do that very well.  

Another that we have not done so well is to follow through when we sign up for a program.  That

has been a special problem for January and Summer Programs.  The committee works hard to

organize events, sometime involving outside speakers.  It is embarrassing and demoralizing for

the person organizing an event to have a large number of “no-shows.”  It is understandable that

sometimes sickness or emergency prevents us from attending. In that case, we need to contact

the organizer as soon as possible. 

However, sometimes the number of no-shows suggests that not everyone has such an excuse.

That’s not fair to those who work hard to bring us good programs.  So please do your very best

to show up when you have signed up for an event.  Be a good citizen and help us continue to 

improve our opportunities to learn. 

Jim
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The 5CLIR Reporter is published by Five College Learning in Retirement, Room 9, Mason Hall,

Smith College, MA  01063. www.5clir.org tel: 585-3756.   email: 5clir@smith.edu

Articles and pictures should be emailed to the Editor: Callie Kendall Orszak.
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Archivist to Speak to Finding Family: 

An Invitation to All Members
Thursday, April 18, 1:45, Dewey Hall, Smith College

Do you have family letters, diaries, memoirs, scrapbooks, photos and slides,

and other papers and memorabilia that you worry about protecting? A collection

begging for organization, but you haven’t a clue how? A collection including

media you cannot even access any longer? Stuff your children aren’t interested

in but that you believe to be worth preserving? A relative’s collection that you

respect but don’t really understand or cannot comfortably house? Do you need

to downsize but cannot bear the thought of discarding these family things?

If you’ve answered yes to any of these questions, you might want to come to

the next meeting of the Finding Family interest group, even if you aren’t a family

researcher. We will have as guest speaker Karen Canary, archivist from 

Westfield State University. She will address issues that plague many of us as

we age: how do you properly take care of old family mementos at home? What

are the materials and conditions you need to use to protect them? How do you

organize things so that their value is recognizable and they can be useful to

someone? Should you even try organizing an inherited collection? What do you

do if you cannot provide the space and conditions that are really needed? What

should you do if your children and grandchildren cannot or will not assume the

responsibility for taking care of these things? Can you donate them, and if so,

to whom, and how?

Ms. Canary will discuss these issues first in a general presentation, followed by

questions from the audience, and anyone in LIR is welcome to join us. We will

meet in the Commons Room on the first floor of Dewey Hall on the Smith 

campus at 1:45 p.m. on Thursday, April 18.

If you have any questions or need a parking permit, call or email Bobbie

Reitt.
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Taking a few more RESERVATIONSTaking a few more RESERVATIONS

for the 

LIR Summer Trip 

to the

ART, ARCHITECTURE & GARDENS
of

Pennsylvania

Contact Marybeth Bridegam with questions 

&/or to receive detailed daily itinerary and sign-up sheet.  

More details in the previous two newsletters.

Mystery solved! 

Problem created!   

Can you help?
Ted Belsky taped interviews with early members of 5CLIR.  We thought we had lost
this wonderful piece of our history, but we found the tapes in the office in a cookie tin! 

We need help in transcribing these tapes, our historical treasure. Ted will assist you
in any way that he can, if you can help us with the transcription. I’m afraid my hear-
ing is not good enough to catch everything that is said on tape, but I will be willing to
type up any of your hand-written notes.  It would be wonderful to have this done for
our 25th anniversary next year. 

If you are interested in helping us preserve this bit of our history, please contact me
by email or telephone. 

Sara Wright, 5CLIR Historian 
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Travel Interest Group
The Travel Interest Group meets the fourth Thursday of February, March, and April at the Lathrop

Northampton Meeting House from 2 to 4 pm to hear and see two presentations each time by LIR

members who share their interesting travel adventures. Refreshments are served between the two

sessions.  

Everyone is welcome.

April 25 Dean Poli on Bari, Italy

John Martin on Looking at Islands

NO NEED TO REGISTER!

Questions about giving a program in the fall? 

Contact Joan Wofford  by email or phone.

SCIENCE ROUNDTABLE 

FOCUSES ON THE BIG BANG

The next session of the Science Roundtable on April 18 will focus on the Big Bang

Theory. John Gaustad, former professor of astronomy, will give an overview of the 

theory, a topic that was chosen in response to questions raised by some attendees,

such as: What was the Big Bang? How do we know that it really happened? What 

research led to the idea that the universe began with a Big Bang? 

John will respond to these and other questions posed on April 18. If you are on the

Science Roundtable mailing list, you will soon receive an email with suggested readings

that will give you some background on the Big Bang. If you are not on the mailing list,

please contact either John Armstrong or Dottie Rosenthal so that you can be added to

the list.

The last session of the Science Roundtable for the spring will be on May 16 and will

feature John Armstrong talking about “The Reliability of Drug Trials.” The Science

Roundtable meets at the Lathrop Community on Bridge Road in Northampton from

2:00 to 3:30 p.m.
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Our “Join-a-Committee” form...
...soon to make an appearance in your packet of catalogs 

distributed at the 

FALL PREVIEW on Sunday, 28th April

We hope that taking a few moments to read about our LIR committees will give you the 

incentive to JOIN one (or more!) committees this year. 

The committees MAKE IT HAPPEN! 

We need your ideas, knowledge, expertise, and presence.

Curriculum Committee

The Curriculum Committee is responsible for all 5CLIR seminars and workshops; it consists of twelve

members plus the two co-Chairs. The Committee normally meets on the first Thursday of the month

and regular attendance at the meetings and sponsored events (such as the Previews) is expected.

The Committee’s responsibilities are: recruiting moderators; reviewing seminar proposals and working

with moderators on proposal content; assisting the Office Manager in developing the seminar 

catalogue; conducting a lottery for any over-subscribed seminar; suggesting policy changes to Council

that might improve the seminar program; and preparing an annual academic year calendar to submit

to Council.

Each year four new members are appointed to a three-year term. Candidates must have been a

5CLIR member for at least a year, have taken at least two seminars, and preferably should have

either moderated a seminar or served on at least one 5CLIR committee. 

Great Decisions Committee

The Great Decisions Committee organizes and manages the 5CLIR Great Decisions program 

presented each spring to members, guests and the interested public from the Pioneer Valley. In 

September the committee selects five of the topics offered by the Foreign Policy Association for their

annual Great Decisions studies, and over the next two months identifies and recruits speakers expert

on these foreign policy issues. From November to February the committee works out the details of

the arrangements for the speakers, the venue, publicity and ticket sales. The committee also provides

the on-site management of the series of five lecture-discussion forums beginning in late March or

early April.

Members Services Committee

The Member Services Committee has a two-fold function: to meet the needs and to provide for the

satisfaction of both new and ongoing members and thus the well-being of the organization. The 

committee organizes special events such as coffee hours to welcome new members. The committee

annually holds at least one large social function for all members with the goal of helping ongoing

members to get to know each other better and introducing new members.  The committee meets as

needed, usually about five times a year.
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more committees

Public Relations Committee

The mission of the 5CLIR Public Relations Committee is two-fold: to promote in our communities

awareness of 5CLIR as an option for persons at or near retirement age and to provide the primary

effort in recruiting a vital and engaged membership. In implementing this mission, the committee 

develops a variety of methods and materials that are used to acquaint our members, potential new

members, and the public with 5CLIR activities. The committee often assists other committees in 

publicizing 5CLIR events.

Special Programs Committee

The Special Programs Committee oversees a wide variety of member-organized educational activities

that follow models different from that of the peer-led seminar. Special programs or events may be

initiated by the Committee or by individual 5CLIR members or 5CLIR groups such as seminar or 

interest groups. The committee is responsible for producing a fall and a spring catalog of special 

programs. The committee is supposed to have nine members, but needs more members for next

year; members are appointed for three-year terms. The committee meets as needed, about two to

four times a year.

Technology Committee

The members of the Technology Committee do their best to provide the membership with information

on and instruction in all relevant technology-related issues; this generally includes annual workshops

on technology or computer topics.  On a day-to-day level, the Technology Committee provides 

support, maintenance, and enhancements to the 5CLIR web site and acquires and maintains 5CLIR

audiovisual equipment for members’ use at 5CLIR events. The committee also provides computer

and technical support to the Office Manager.  It consists of two co-Chairs and an unspecified number

of members, and usually meets once a month.

Winter/Summer Programs Committee

Winter/Summer Programs are one-time events that are initiated by the committee and scheduled for

the intervals between the regular 5CLIR semesters. Every year there has been a bus trip to Tangle-

wood in the summer as well as perhaps a bus trip to a museum. Other typical programs include 

lectures, a river boat cruise, and outdoor activity in both winter and summer. Our final event before

resuming seminars each September is a potluck picnic, always an enjoyable occasion when the 

committee assists the Members Services Committee in welcoming new 5CLIR members. The 

committee consists of two co-Chairs and an unspecified number of members; it typically meets twice

a year.

Finance Committee

In addition to the above committees, we have a Finance Committee. The LIR Treasurer is Chair.
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From the Metropolitan Opera  

April 2013 Live in HD Schedule

Peggy Bedell’s OPERA PREP is on Friday, the day before the opera:

Northampton Lathrop Community Room, 1:30–2:30 p.m.
 Date of

opera prep

Fri, April 26  Handel’s Giulio Cesare.  New David McVicar production, with David Daniels as Caesar

and Natalie Dessay as Cleopatra.  Harry Bicket conducts.                        

Date of

the opera

Sat, April 27 Opera Preparation – Peg Bedell, facilitator 

(from the Special Programs catalog)

We meet on Fridays, at the Northampton Lathrop Community Room, 1:30–2:30 p.m. 

A series of HD video productions of operas performed at the Metropolitan Opera will be shown at the

Hadley Cinemark theater on Saturday afternoons. Tickets should be purchased by 5CLIR members in

advance. In preparation for seeing (and hearing) them, Peg will offer an introduction to each opera on

the preceding Friday. Anyone interested may attend any session. More information? Contact Peg.

ADOPTION DISCUSSION GROUP

Adoption is amazingly common in our culture, but for generations
the word was only spoken in a whisper.  Thankfully the concept of 
adoption has now entered the sunlight.  Have you ever been touched by
adoption? Were you adopted or did you adopt children?  Was someone in
your family or a friend adopted?  Did you have a positive or negative 
experience with the process?

This adoption discussion group will talk about these issues and others
that are sure to arise.  If there is enough initial interest, the group would
set up a schedule of meetings and share our stories.  The facilitator will be
adoptive parent Rich Szlosek.  The first meeting will be Monday, May 13,
from 1:30 to 3:30 at Lilly Library in Florence.

Rich Szlosek
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Encore Programs

The Special Programs Committee plans to offer these lecture-format, peer-learning

opportunities again in the fall of 2013. In order to identify potential lecturers and topics,

we need the assistance of all 5CLIR members. We would like to ask you to provide us

with suggestions of individuals or topics that might be of interest to the larger commu-

nity. Many LIR members have fascinating hobbies or passions that would be of interest

to others.

To all LIR members: we welcome suggestions for “Encore” presentations – those 

outstanding seminar presentations that you would like to hear again and share with

the wider membership. Please forward suggestions to us.

To all past and present 5CLIR moderators: We rely on your help in order to identify

potential lecturers and topics for “Encore” presentations. As moderators, you have all

seen presentations given in your seminars that would interest other LIR members as

standalone presentations. Please identify potential “Encore” presentations and forward

those suggestions to us.

Thank you!

Katy van Geel

Larry Ambs
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5CLIR Calendar

April – July 2013

April 2 Deadline for proposals for fall semester 2013

4 Executive Committee meeting, 1:00 p.m., Five Colleges Inc. HQ

4          Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges Inc. HQ

11 Council meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges Inc. HQ

28 Fall Preview/Annual Meeting, Carroll Room, Smith College Campus Center, 

2:00–3:45 p.m. The Annual Meeting starts at 2:00 p.m. sharp.

May 2 Executive committee meeting, 1:00 p.m., Five Colleges Inc. HQ

2          Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges Inc. HQ

2 Last day of spring semester seminars (last snow date: 9 May)

9 Council meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges Inc. HQ

20 9 a.m Close of registration for inclusion in any lottery for fall 2013 seminars

24 Lottery for oversubscribed fall seminars

June 6 Executive committee meeting, 1:00 p.m., Five Colleges Inc. HQ

6          Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges Inc. HQ

13 Council meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges Inc. HQ

30 End of membership year

July 1 2013–14 membership dues are due! (A membership renewal form is in 

your packet of materials handed out at the preview...or mailed to you.)

You can always check listings on the calendar on our website: 5clir.org.

To add something to the LIR website calendar, please notify the office: 5clir@smith.edu or 585-3756.
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The Writing Master
a new novel 

by 
LIR member Kitty Burns Florey

There will be a tea and book-signing on Sunday, May 5, from 3 to 5 P.M., at 20 Indian
Pipe Lane (Amherst Woods), to launch the publication of The Writing Master, a new
novel by Kitty Burns Florey. The event will be hosted by Turi MacCombie. If you would
like to attend (and for directions), please email Kitty.

The Writing Master, set in the hot summer of 1856, is the story of Charles Cooper, a
Connecticut penman and teacher of writing at a time when a fast, legible script was
indispensible for a gentleman, and the gloriously embellished script of a master of the
art was held in deep respect. 

Charles’s anguished attempts to come to terms with the tragic accident that killed his
wife and baby son are complicated by his encounter with Lily Prescott, an unconven-
tional woman with a shady past and an uncertain future. When a brutal murder takes
place just outside the city of New Haven, Charles becomes involved in its solution,
and the consequences of his choices are both unexpected and far-reaching. 

Strongly influenced by the author’s love of nineteenth-century fiction and her 
immersion in New England history – and inspired by her 2009 nonfiction book, Script
and Scribble: The Rise and Fall of Handwriting – The Writing Master meticulously evokes
another age, one of sooty railroad journeys, extravagantly inconvenient clothing, strict
social codes, and severe penalties for their transgression – as well as the timeless 
passions and aspirations of a cast of memorable characters. 

The book is published by White River Press, here in Amherst.

Kitty Burns Florey is the author of ten novels and two works of nonfiction. She lives in
Amherst. 



5CLIR Reporter April 2013

13

GREAT DECISIONS
2013

INSPIRING LEARNING ABOUT THE WORD

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

April 5:  EGYPT
Sohail Hashmi (Mt. Holyoke)

April 12: CHINA IN AFRICA
Mwangi wa Githinji (Hampshire)

April 19: HUMANITARIAN INTERVENTION
Jon Western (Mt. Holyoke)

April 26: IRAN
Omar Dahi (UMass)

May 3: FUTURE OF THE EURO
Mahnaz Mahdavi (Smith)

NORTHAMPTON SENIOR CENTER
67 Conz Street, Northampton

Fridays, from 9:30 A.M. to Noon

Registration is from 9:00 to 9:30 A.M.

5CLIR Advance Registration: Series …$35.;  Single Program….$10,

Public Admission: Series….$45.;  Single Program….$12.

Register online at www,5clir,org after 2/18, or call (413) 585-3756,
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