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For more information, PLEASE contact the person indicated for each event!

December

Thur 1 - DEADLINE for Winter Programs signups

Thur 1 - Special Program: Viewpoints with Hy Edelstein, 12:30–2:00 p.m., Highland Valley Elder 

Services, 320 Riverside Drive, Florence. Contact: Hy Edelstein No need to register!

Thur 1 - Special Program: Travel Interest Group – Joan Wofford: “In Patagonia,” followed by

Joel Halpern: “Reflections on the Balkans,” 2:00–4:00 p.m., Northampton Lathrop 

Community Room, off Bridge Road. Contact: Marybeth Bridegam No need to register!

Thur 1 - Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges HQ, Amherst

Fri 2 - Special Program: Encore presentation: Sandy Muspratt presents “Haiti: images and 

cogitations on the burdens of Haiti, petty good works, and foreign aid,”   

10:0 a.m.–12:00 noon, Hadley Senior Community Center, 46 Middle Street (Rte 47), Hadley.

Contact: Larry Ambs  No need to register!

Fri 2 - CANCELED Special Program: Opera Prep with Peggy Bedell - Handel: Rodelinda,

Fri 2, 9 - Special Program: French conversation, 1:30–3:30, Chez Le Roi Burger, 344 rue Roi, 

Northampton. Contact: Judith Pool (pas de classe 16, 23, 30 décembre)  

Tue 6 - Tech Committee workshop on iPads, etc. 10:00–12:00 noon, Jones Library, Amherst 

See page 6 for details. No need to register!

Thur 8 - Council meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges HQ, 97 Spring St, Amherst.

Fri 9 - 9:00 a.m. DEADLINE for seminar registrations to reach the office if you 
wish your choices to be included in any lottery that might arise from 
oversubscribed seminars.

Fri 9 - Special Program: Opera Prep with Peggy Bedell - Gounod: Faust, 1:30–2:30 p.m.,

The Meeting House, Northampton Lathrop. 

5CLIR



December 2011 continued

Thur 15 - Special Program: Arts Interest Group: Japanese Prints of the Floating World, 

speaker: Dr Richard O’Brien 2:00–4:00 p.m., at Applewood. See page 5 for details. 

No need to register!

Science Roundtable will resume on Thursday, 16 February 2012, spring semester.

NO Conversational Italian this month – to resume 17 February 2012, spring semester. 

January 2012

Wed 4 - Skype Computer Circle - Tech Committee workshop, 10:00 a.m., Jones Library, 

Amherst. See page 6 for details. No need to register!

Thur 5 - Memorial Program at Amherst Alumni House, 10:00 a.m.–12:00 noon (snow date Jan 6)

Fri 13, 20 - Special Program: French conversation, 1:30–3:30, Room 308, Lilly Hall, corner of 

Green St and West St, Smith College. Contact: Judith Pool for parking permit

Thur 19 - Special Program: Finding Family, 1:30–3:30 p.m., Dewey Common Room, Dewey 
Hall, Smith College. Contact: Bobbie Reitt  

Fri 20 - Special Program: Opera Prep with Peggy Bedell –The Enchanted Island, 1:30–2:30 

p.m., The Meeting House, Northampton Lathrop. See the Special Programs catalog for more 

details. Contact: Peggy Bedell No need to register!
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Letter from the President, Joan Wofford

More than 200 people turned out for the splendid Preview

held on Sunday, November 20.  The spacious and wel-

coming Lewis–Sebring rooms at Amherst provided a

lovely setting, and the catering staff out-did themselves

in helpfulness and in the quality of the food they served.

The intellectual fare was outstanding as well, with a range

of new seminar offerings. Furthermore, some 28 guests

registered for the event, many having read the ad in the Gazette and others having

heard from friends and neighbors.  

On a totally different note, I would like to remind members that our organization has

an Ombudsman in place, who may be consulted should a dispute arise. We have not

had any disputes, nor do we anticipate any, but it is worth being reminded that then-

President Sara Wright appointed an Ombudsman in February 2010. Since the 

Ombudsman’s job is highly confidential and she does not have a high profile, it is

easy to forget we have such a person. Our Ombudsman is Anne Lombard, and she

may be contacted at 586-7509, or by email at aslombard@comcast.net .

Joan
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Anne Lombard, 5CLIR Ombudsman
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A Tribute to Chuck Gillies
by Joan Wofford

Everyone in LIR should be aware that a member of our community recently distin-

guished himself, after a year and a half of hard work, by putting on a first-rate 

Sesquicentennial Symposium on the Causes and Consequences of the Civil War.  This

conference, free to the public and held at UMass over one and a half days, was 

sponsored by Five College Learning in Retirement. It brought together two of the

most nationally significant speakers on the Civil War: the winner of this year’s

Pulitzer Prize, Eric Foner of Columbia University, speaking on “Lincoln, Emancipa-

tion and Race in America” and David Blight of Yale University, speaking on “The

Summing Up: Civil War History and Memory.”

Not only did Chuck manage to invite and commit those two scholars, but he also 

enlisted distinguished speakers from Mount Holyoke College, Williams College,

Princeton University, UMass Amherst, Clark University, Albany Law School, and

Amherst College.  More than 400 people attended Eric Foner’s opening keynote 

address on Friday evening.  A somewhat smaller number attended small group 

sessions on Saturday, and an amazingly large group were still in attendance for David

Blight’s late Saturday afternoon closing keynote address.

In addition to raising the money to support the conference and arranging the trans-

portation and housing of the speakers, Chuck assembled and managed a stellar cast

of some 20 LIR volunteers in addition to a hardworking steering committee consisting

of Larry Ambs, Peg Bedell, Evelyn Chesky, Hy Edelstein, Mary Franks, Carol Jolly,

Charlie Klem, Howard Parad, Bobbie Reitt, Bob Romer, Tyll Van Geel,  Norm 

Winston, and Sara Wright. 

They ran an impeccably well-organized conference.  In fact, one of the speakers,

Charles Drew of Williams, wrote Chuck to say:

“I want to personally thank you for the best run event of this kind I have ever attended. You and

your team did an absolutely superb job – every “i” was dotted, every “t” was crossed. The room

changes and the one printing error were adroitly handled and caused no problems whatsoever as

far as I could tell. So please thank one and all for a job very well done indeed.”



Arts Interest Group

Japanese Prints of the Floating World

Speaker: Dr. Richard O’Brien  Thursday, December 15, 2.00-4.00 p.m.  

Richard O’Brien, a biochemist, has been director of Biology at Cornell, Provost at the University of
Rochester and Provost then Chancellor at the University of Massachusetts at Amherst. He is currently
a docent and lecturer at the Springfield Museum of Fine Art.

Richard O’Brien has enjoyed a distinguished career as a bio-chemist and entomologist. Scientific 
honors abound: 1) A Guggenheim Fellowship to study in Italy, 2) An American Chemical Society 
International Award to study plant protection, 3) Appointed The Stephen Black Professor of Biology
and Societal Chemistry, the first such award.

His father had business connections with Japan for several years and so Japanese artifacts and art
were familiar objects in the house.  His research at one time involved a component from Japan and
as a consequence he hosted a succession of Japanese students. Richard’s mother was an artist, trained
at the famous Slade School in London. 

He collects Japanese and Inuit art. His first Japanese print was an expensive investment. Fresh from
a position as guest lecturer at the University of Oregon he had the princely sum of $600 “burning a
hole in my pocket” – it went to pay for his first print by the 19th-century master, Toyo Kuni.

Richard lectures on art appreciation as a docent with the Springfield Museum of Fine Art and is a
well known lecturer with many groups in the Pioneer Valley including special presentations to those
suffering from Alzheimer’s disease.  His approach is two-pronged, art appreciation and the enjoy-
ment of art. 

His current research interest in art is Mannerism, the period in Italian Renaissance art that follows
the High Renaissance reaching ascendancy in the 16th century and opening the way to the Baroque.  

This presentation will be held in Amherst at Applewood in their lower level meeting
room. Parking is available, although you are encouraged to carpool. It is unnecessary
to register in advance for this event as there is plenty of seating. 

Any questions, call either Ann or John Martin.
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iPads, Kindles, Nooks, and e-readers

You have no doubt heard something about iPads, Kindles, Nooks, and e-
readers etc.  They all go by the generic name of tablet computers, and the
Tech Committee is holding a workshop where you will be able to hold
one of these marvelous  contraptions in your hands and play with it.  

A Barnes and Noble representative will bring several Nooks, and others
will supply sample iPads and Kindles.  Come find out whether you like
any of these (just in time for Christmas).  Join us at the Jones Library in
Amherst on Tuesday, December 6th, from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon to have
some fun and learn about the newest gadgets.

Skype Computer Circle 

Remember how the world suddenly became smaller, easier, and more
friendly when you were able to use email to send as many messages as
you wanted from your living room without having to go to the post office?
Remember when your mailbox started traveling with you, and your email
address could be used wherever you could access a computer?  

With Skype your world will become even smaller, even easier, and even
more convivial because you will be able to speak to anybody (your kids,
your friends wherever they are in the world) as long and as often as you
want for free.  You will even see them and they will see you. As with
email, your “Skype telephone number” will be your cyberspace name and
will follow you wherever you can access a computer.

All those who have not yet discovered SKYPE or those who want to find
more about it are invited by the TECH COMMITTEE to a Skype 
Computer Circle on Wednesday, January 4th, 2012 at 10 A.M. at the Jones
Library in Amherst.  Bring your laptops to try it yourself.

Questions to Philippe Meyer
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Strangers to Ourselves
Seminar moderated by Joan Wofford
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With apologies to those who got cut off, this is a photo of some members of our

seminar clustered around a creation by Flora Majumder (front row, with name

tag) of the seminar's central metaphor for the psyche: the elephant and the rider.

(The elephant represents all the powerful non- conscious aspects of the self which

determine our behavior while the tiny rider represents the cerebral cortex which

assumes it is in charge.)

Picture by Joan Wofford
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