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Mid-MARCH-MADNESS CALENDAR

For more information, PLEASE see green catalog and/or contact the person indicated for each event!

March

Thur 14 - Council meeting, 2:15–3:45, Five Colleges HQ, 97 Spring Street, Amherst

Fri 15 - Special Program: An Encore Presentation: “Medieval Spanish Architecture,” presented 

by Betsy Loughran, 11:00 a.m., Applewood at Amherst. Contact: Larry Ambs or Katy van 

Geel  No need to register! (see page 6)

Fri 15 - Special Program: Opera Prep with Peggy Bedell, Zandonai’s FRANCESCA da RIMINI.  

Based on an episode from Dante’s Inferno, 1:30–3:30, The Community Room, Northampton

Lathrop. [The performance is at Cinemark (Hadley), on Saturday, March 16th.]

Contact: Peggy Bedell No need to register! (see page 7)

Fri 15, 22, 29 - Special Program: French conversation, 1:30–3:30 p.m., Applewood at 

Amherst. Contact: Judith Pool 

Fri 15, 22, 29 - Special Program: Conversational Italian, 1:30–3:30 p.m., Quigley Room, 

Newman Center at UMass, 472 North Pleasant Street, Amherst. 

Contacts: Dean Poli and Zina Tillona.  

Thur 21 - Special Program: Finding Families Interest Group, “ancestry.com: the good, the 
bad and the ugly,” 1:45–3:45 p.m., Dewey Hall Common Room, Smith College. Contact:

Bobbie Reitt Please call or email Bobbie if you plan to attend (see page 4)

Thur 21 - Special Program: Science Roundtable, “Climate Change: Mitigation and Adaptation,”

introduced by Larry Ambs, 2:00–3:30 p.m., The Meeting House, Northampton Lathrop. 

Contact: Dottie Rosenthal No need to register; (see page 4)

Fri 22 - Seminar Planning Session For Potential Moderators, 10:00–12:00 noon, the Meeting 

House, Northampton Lathrop No need to register! (see page 8)

Fri 22 - Special Program: Two Encore Presentations: “History of Hadley” by Gail Gaustad and 

“Salem Witchcraft” by Penny Johnson, 11:00 a.m.–12:00 noon, Applewood at Amherst. 

Contact: Larry Ambs or Katy van Geel  No need to register! (see page 6)

Sat 23 - LIR Local Lunch Day - at three participating restaurants...see page 11

Thur 28 - Special Program: Travel Interest Group: Jim Harvey on “India” and Joan Davis on “A

Trip on the Upper Amazon,” 2:00–4:00 p.m., The Meeting House, Northampton Lathrop (see p. 5)

5CLIR



April

Fri 5 - GREAT DECISIONS: the first session

YOUR REGISTRATION FORM FOR THE SERIES IS 
ATTACHED

Sun 28 - PREVIEW of FALL SEMESTER 2013
and

LIR Annual Meeting (brief!) @ 2:00 p.m.

Where: SMITH COLLEGE CAMPUS CENTER

When: 2:00 - 3:45 p.m., Sunday, 28 April
Parking: free, anywhere on campus; Rte 9

Pick up your packet:
fall catalogs for:

Seminars
Summer Programs 
Special Programs

join-a-committee form

membership renewal form 

Please save the date!
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Mid-MARCH-MADNESS CALENDAR

page TWO - LOOKINg aHeaD TO apRIL



Letter from the President, Jim Harvey

There will be some changes in our office as of mid-June. Callie is retiring and we

all know how nice that is!   We will miss her badly, but none of us can complain

about her choice to retire when her health and strength are good.  Many of us

have made a similar decision and I am happy that she will get more time to spend

travelling with her husband.

On behalf of all our members I would like to thank her for her wonderful service

to 5CLIR over these past few years. She is going to be tough to replace.  Beyond

the normal routine duties she performs she has provided a cheerful and enthusi-

astic “face” of our organization. She has mastered the complexities of the lottery

and serves as an important part of our “institutional memory.” 

To manage a smooth transition I have named a transition team – Joan Wofford,

Carol Jolly, Pete Reitt, Sara Wright, and Laura Cranshaw – to assist me.  We will

be trying to learn all the things that Callie does and the details she knows, so that

we can help the next person move into her shoes as quickly as possible.  

Since we are a part of Five Colleges, Inc., our office manager is actually not

5CLIR’s employee, though we pay her salary and supervise her work.  So Five

Colleges, Inc. will be sending out notices of a job opening for someone to replace

her as they normally do for their other employees.  Joan (LIR Past President) and

Carol (LIR Vice President and President-Elect) will take part in screening and 

interviewing candidates to assure that the new person will be compatible with our

needs.  We will keep you posted as we move through the process. 

When she leaves we will do our best to recruit Callie as a member of 5CLIR.  But

whatever she does, we wish her a very happy and fulfilling retirement. 

Jim
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SCIENCE ROUNDTABLE 

Climate Change: Mitigation and Adaptation

Humans have been adapting to environmental change throughout history by modifying their
culture, practices, and ways of living. However, we face new challenges as a result of the global
warming trend Earth is now experiencing. We can respond by mitigation (e.g., reducing green-
house gases) and/or adaptation (e.g. moving away from areas threatened by coastal flooding).
The Science Roundtable will take up these issues on Thursday, March 21 with an introduction
by Larry Ambs followed by a discussion on the topic. 

The session will take place at the Meeting House at Northampton Lathrop on Bridge Road on
Thursday, March 21from 2:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. If you are on the Science Roundtable mailing
list, you will receive some suggested background readings about one week prior to the 21st. If
you are not on the mailing list and would like to be, please contact one of the co-leaders, John
Armstrong or Dottie Rosenthal.

Finding Family Interest Group

ancestry.com 
the good the bad and the ugly

The Finding Family Interest Group will meet on Thursday afternoon, March 21, at 1:45

p.m. We meet in the Common Room in Dewey Hall on the Smith College campus. 

Each person attending is asked to bring something they hate, something they love or

something that confuses them about this all-important site.

Anyone needing a parking permit should call Bobbie or email her.

Applewood is pleased to announce that the exhibition:

Sculptings and Paintings of Miriam Berg (a member of LIR)

will run beyond the original closing date of mid-February, 

and can now be seen until  April 14th, 2013. 

Hours: Monday – Friday 10:00 – 4:00 p.m.

The 5CLIR Reporter is published by Five College Learning in Retirement, Room 9, Mason Hall,

Smith College, MA  01063. www.5clir.org tel: 585-3756.   email: 5clir@smith.edu

Articles and pictures should be emailed to the Editor: Callie Kendall Orszak.



Travel Interest Group

When: 2:00 to 4:00 P.M., Thursday, March 28th
Where: The Meeting House, Northampton Lathrop 
What: Presentations by Jim Harvey -- INDIA       and

Joan Davis -- A Trip to the Upper Amazon

The Travel Interest Group will be meeting on the fourth Thursday of March and April at
the Lathrop Northampton Meeting House from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. to hear and see two 
presentations each time by LIR members who share their interesting travel adventures.
Refreshments are served between the two sessions.  

Everyone is welcome.   Refreshments will be served. 

March 28 Jim Harvey on India

Joan Davis on a trip on the Upper Amazon

April 25 Dean Poli on Bari, Italy

John Martin on Looking at Islands

NO NEED TO REGISTER!  All are welcome, including guests.

5CLIR Reporter  March 2013

5

Calling All Poets 
(and readers) 

Kathy Hazen and Laura Cranshaw are seeking poetry writers and/or

readers for an LIR Summer Program that will be held on Thursday

afternoon, May 23rd, at Northampton Lathrop. The job of MC will

be in the capable hands of LIR member and poet Wil Hastings.

If you are a poet, or your spouse/partner/cousin/daughter/son…etc.

is, please let Kathy know if you would be willing to read two or three

of your/their poems. The facilitators need to put together the whole

program as soon as possible, so please contact Kathy without delay. 
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ENCORE PRESENTATIONS

*** too good to miss ***

When: March 15 and March 22, 11:00 A.M.

Where: Applewood at Amherst

Parking: Please park on Spencer Drive, not in the residents’ car park

What: Outstanding seminar presentations that members believe would be 

of interest to the general membership.

no need to register, just come along for a very interesting hour or 2...

Friday, March 15, 11:00 A.M.

Medieval Spanish Architecture

Presented by Betsy Loughran

The very rich culture that developed in Al Andalus during the Middle Ages benefitted from a unique

exchange between Muslim, Jewish and Christian artists, poets, philosophers and architects. Last 

semester’s seminar, “Ornament of the World,” based on Maria Menocal’s book of the same name 

allowed participants to explore this interchange in a number of fields. This encore seminar will trace

how the main elements of architecture seen in such great buildings as the Mosque in Cordoba and

the Alhambra in Granada were derived from older elements in Roman and Visigothic architecture

and in turn influence the major Christian and Jewish buildings of the time.

Friday, March 22, 11:00 A.M.

History of Hadley

Presented by Gail Gaustad 

Description to follow by email next week.

Friday, March 22, 12:00 noon

Salem Witchcraft

Presented by Penny Johnson

Description to follow by email next week.
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From the Metropolitan Opera  

March – April 2013 Live in HD Schedule

Peggy Bedell’s OPERA PREP is on Friday, the day before the opera:

Northampton Lathrop Community Room, 1:30–2:30 p.m.

Date of

Performance

March 16          Zandonai’s FRANCESCA da RIMINI.  Based on an episode from

Dante’s Inferno, with Eva Maria Westbroek and Marcello Giordani as the 

doomed  lovers.  Marco Armiliato conducts.

April 27           Handel’s GIULIO CESARE.  New David McVicar production, with 

David Daniels as Caesar and Natalie Dessay as Cleopatra.  Harry Bicket

conducts.                        

Opera Preparation – Peg Bedell, facilitator 

(from the Special Programs catalog)

We meet on Fridays, at the Northampton Lathrop Community Room, 1:30–2:30 p.m. 

A series of HD video productions of operas performed at the Metropolitan Opera will be

shown at the Hadley Cinemark theater on Saturday afternoons. Tickets should be 

purchased by 5CLIR members in advance. In preparation for seeing (and hearing) them,

Peg Bedell will offer an introduction to each opera on the preceding Friday. Anyone 

interested may attend any session. For more information, contact Peg.

Booking A/V Equipment for Your Presentation

Please don’t forget - if you want to reserve LIR projectors or other A/V equipment,

please contact Jim Perot. Jim will sort out a  projector for you, and let you know

whether to pick up the equipment at the office or to arrange a handover from

someone who has finished with the item.

[Jim’s last name rhymes with “tot.”]
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SEMINAR PLANNING SESSION 

FOR POTENTIAL MODERATORS

Friday, March 22, 2013

10:00–12:00 P.M.

The Meeting House, Northampton Lathrop

Please park only on Shallow Brook Drive, not in the main lot, and not on the

grass, so that we don’t inconvenience residents. Thank you

Any 5CLIR member who is planning on, or considering moderating, a seminar

is invited, nay urged, to come to this meeting for 

MODERATORS and PROSPECTIVE MODERATORS. 

This is an opportunity:

•  for those who have a kernel of an idea about a seminar they would like to think out

• for those who have a plan for a seminar that requires solving a knotty problem 

before it is polished and complete 

• for those who need to think through problems in technology

• for those who are seeking a CO-MODERATOR to share ideas and responsibility

• and particularly for those who have never moderated before, are not sure whether 

their idea would fly, or how to present it, or have been interested, but just 

afraid to try.

COME      *        MEET        *           DISCUSS

A group of experienced moderators from the Curriculum Committee will be available to

brainstorm, discuss, encourage or problem solve individually or in small groups.

REFRESHMENTS WILL BE AVAILABLE, TOO

Questions? Solutions are at hand......

Contact Carol Jolly or Marybeth Bridegam, 

your friendly Curriculum Committee co-chairs.

No need to register for this event, 

just come along with your ideas and questions.
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5CLIR Calendar 2013

2013

March 7 Executive Committee meeting, 1:00 p.m., Five Colleges Inc., HQ
7          Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges Inc, HQ
14 Council meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges Inc. HQ
22        Meeting for Potential Moderators (and Moderators), 10:00 A.M.–12:00 noon, 

The Meeting House, Northampton Lathrop 

23        LIR Lunches at Local Restaurants, noon: The Coolidge Park Restaurant at the 

Hotel Northampton; The Ginger Garden, Amherst; Johnny’s Tavern in Amherst 

April 2 Deadline for proposals for fall semester 2013

4 Executive Committee meeting, 1:00 p.m., Five Colleges Inc. HQ
4          Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges Inc. HQ
11 Council meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges Inc. HQ
28 Fall Preview/Annual Meeting, Carroll Room, Smith College Campus Center, 

2:00–3:45 p.m. The brief Annual Meeting will be held at 2:00 P.M.

May 2 Executive committee meeting, 1:00 p.m., Five Colleges Inc. HQ
2          Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges Inc. HQ
2 Last day of spring semester seminars (last snow date: 9 May)
9 Council meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges Inc. HQ
20 9 a.m Close of registration for inclusion in any lottery for fall 2013 seminars

24 Lottery for oversubscribed fall seminars

June 6 Executive committee meeting, 1:00 p.m., Five Colleges Inc. HQ
6          Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges Inc. HQ
13 Council meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges Inc. HQ
30 End of membership year

July 1 2013–14 membership dues are due!

You can always check listings on the calendar on our website: 5clir.org

If you wish to add something to our website calendar, please notify the office:

5clir@smith.edu 
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GREAT GARDENS!
GREAT ART& ARCHITECTURE!

GREAT LIR TRIP! 

Limited time to sign up!
Bring a friend!

Art, Architecture & Gardens in Southeastern Pennsylvania

May 14 – 16, 2013

Tuesday, May 14 – Drive south in the morning; visit Bryn Athyn Cathedral & Museums in
the afternoon

Wednesday, May 15 – CHOOSE TO SPEND THE DAY AT:  The Brandywine Museum &

Wyeth sites – OR – at Longwood Gardens – OR – at Winterthur.

Thursday, May 16 – Morning at Chanticleer Gardens; mid-afternoon to evening, drive north
for return trip to Northampton

COST: $250 + $120 per person for accommodations, double occupancy or for single accom-
modations, $236.  Two nights’ accommodations, including breakfasts, but not including other
meals, at Best Western Plus Hotel at King-of-Prussia, PA

Contact Marybeth Bridegam with questions &/or to receive detailed daily itinerary and

sign-up sheet

Registration & payment due no later than April 12th.
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DON’T FORGET THE LIR LOCAL LUNCH

NOON, SATURDAY, MARCH 23, 2013

our annual lir luncheon is different this year.  

Members are meeting at 

pre-chosen (and notified!) restaurants 

at noon on 

Saturday, March 23rd

THE RESTAURANTS HAVE AGREED TO ISSUE SEPARATE CHECKS. 

YOU MAY ORDER ANY ITEM ON THE MENUS.

The RESTAURANTS:

The Coolidge Park Restaurant at the Hotel Northampton on King Street 

(contact Emily Hurn) 

The Ginger Garden, at the intersection of University Drive and Route 9 in Amherst 

(contact Henny Lewin) 

Johnny’s Tavern, 30 Boltwood Walk, Amherst center 

(contact Sheila Klem)

NOTE: If you have not yet made a reservation (they were due

by March 9th), you may contact the three Members Services

committee members listed above to see if there has been a

cancelation, or if there is still room. 

(The Ginger Garden is fully booked.)
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The Winter Programs for 2013 have now concluded. This was a very successful season

with a varied and interesting selection of programs, and we had many enthusiastic

members taking part.

On January 9 we offered A Visit to the Yiddish Book Center. A very funny talk by Gerry

Goldman entitled “Humor is Good for You” was followed by an extensive tour of the 

facility.  January 24 found us at Smith College for “Iconography Past and Present,” a

program presented by Donald Maiocco .  The group went to UMASS on January 27 to

see a performance of Fiddler on the Roof, and again on January 30 to see Ladysmith

Black Mombazo perform.

February 1 saw the return, by popular demand, of the Legislators Forum. This event

was open to the public and drew a large crowd.  On February 7 the “Lives of our Teens”

panel discussion was presented.  A reporter from the Daily Hampshire Gazette was in

attendance, and this resulted in a very nice article in the paper.  Rounding out our 

season was a tour of the Springfield History Museum, lead by docent Ellen Peck.

All in all, a total of nearly 190 LIR members took advantage of the Winter Programs,

which is a record attendance to date for this program.

The committee, Ellen Peck, Flora Majumder, Candy Carlisle and Sandy Young, along

with co-Chairs Honoré  David and Ruth Kosiorek, are now hard at work to finalize the

programs for Summer.  

--Ruthie Kosiorek
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LEGISLATORS PREDICT PRODUCTIVE SESSION 

Senator Stan Rosenberg and Representatives John Scibak, Ellen Story and Peter Kocot
joined some 40 LIR members and other area residents for a lively discussion of the
coming legislative session. The legislators agreed that there is a high probability that
the Legislature will adopt a package of tax measures that will generate much needed
additional revenue. These funds are likely to be targeted primarily to transportation
and education, both of which are badly in need of more funding. The legislators also
remarked on other issues likely to be dealt with during coming months, including 
social services and health care insurance coverage.

Following their brief presentations, the legislators fielded a number of questions from
attendees on topics ranging from the prospects for bottle bill recycling amendments
to the health of the state’s pension funds.  

We were especially fortunate to welcome Senator Rosenberg, who, just the day before
had been named Senate Majority Leader.   And it was noted that our Western 
Massachusetts delegation – while constituting such a small fraction of the whole 
legislature – is especially successful in pursuing its goals because our members work
so collaboratively and persistently on them.

The legislators stressed their interest in hearing from constituents about their concerns
and opinions but emphasized the value of individual e-mail contacts rather than 
simply signing on to mass petitions.  Each member’s address is available at the 
legislative web-site: www.malegislature.gov .

--Carol Jolly

“Standing on Her Shoulders Award” for Ruth Hooke

On March 14th, Ruth, a long-standing LIR member, will receive the

first-ever Women’s Fund of Western Massachusetts “Standing on

Her Shoulders Award.” Ruth and six other Hampshire County

women are being recognized for their activism confronting issues

that range from educational opportunities to domestic violence and

civil rights. A total of sixteen women from four Western Massachu-

setts counties will be honored on the day.
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And now for something completely different
LIR member Rich Szlosek’s article on the trials of having an unusual name was featured in
the Daily Hampshire Gazette recently, and he has kindly allowed us to reprint the article.

WHAT’S IN A NAME?

Rich Szlosek

My whole life each time I have filled out an application, I have heard the same question.  “How
do you pronounce your last name?”   Or even worse, I get called Mr. Sloski or  Mr. Sloskowitz.
Where do people see those extra letters?  In basic training in the Army my sergeant, a real char-
acter with a thick New York accent, called me Alphabet.  I never complained about that, 
especially considering the choice epithets he had for some of the other guys in the platoon.  My
last name has only seven letters but, of course, five of them are consonants and that z in the
middle of the first three is the killer.  It should surprise no one that I have often thought about
changing my surname to something easier to pronounce but I could never decide on a 
satisfactory replacement.

A year ago my wife and I were flying to Tucson on a flight that went through Chicago.  We
were supposed to fly all the way through on the same plane and were waiting for the new 
passengers to come on board.  Surprisingly, everyone else had deplaned and we were the only
two left in the 737.  Once before, returning from our honeymoon, we had had a 727 almost to
ourselves and maybe it was about to happen again.  That thought had us smiling but then an
airline employee entered the cabin and said, “I’m looking for the two throughs.”  That was us.
A change had been made and we had to leave the plane and quickly head for another, thankfully,
nearby gate.  At the new gate we said to the woman behind the counter, “Hi, we’re the two
throughs.”  

“Oh yes,” she said.  “We were expecting you.  You’ll be one of the first to board.”

We said to the man handling the boarding passes, “Hi, we’re the two throughs.”

“Right, I know about you.  You’ll be getting on board in just a second.”

Wow, suddenly we had a whole new identity and getting first class treatment.  We were no
longer the Szloseks; we were the Two Throughs.  It was a new name and I liked it.

A few days later, when we were safely back home, I was still thinking about the new name.  I
decided to indulge my fantasy and first I had to figure out how to spell it to forever end the
curse of having my last name mispronounced.  The last part of the name was easy and throughs
became thruse.  But the whole name couldn’t be spelled toothruse because I knew from 
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experience people would say tooth-ruse or toot-ruse.  Similarly I rejected tothruse to avoid
being called tot-ruse.  And Twothruse wouldn’t work either for I was certain it would become
twoth-ruse.  

I settled on Tuthruse.  I liked the way it looked.  A few weeks earlier I had moderated a class
on ancient Egyptian history for the Five College Learning in Retirement program and this 
version of the name just looked princely to me.  Perhaps I could find a friendly genealogist who
would trace my family tree back to the famous Egyptian pharaoh, Thutmose, and say the present
spelling was how the name had been changed over the centuries.  Well, maybe that would be
too much of a stretch.

How about concocting a more recent ancestor?  I could be a direct descendant of the Count of
Tuthruse, the legendary defender of Andorra and the conqueror of Lichenstein; a man known
as the scourge of Europe.   I should probably be more modest.  Lots of folks in the area know
my family ran the Imperial Bakery for decades.  Maybe I could  simply make my famous 
ancestor the originator of sliced bread.

My aging brain reeled with the possibilities but, at the same time, I knew such a change would
never happen.  My wife and kids would probably not like the idea and think of all the documents
that would need to be amended.  To paraphrase Dr. Seuss, Szlosek I am and am happy to always
remain so.  But it was fun to be a Tuthruse for a few hours and to sit up front in that plane.  I
just wonder how long it would have been before someone called me Mr. Tuthruski.  

The Editor would love to hear from members about seminars, LIR trips, and other scheduled
events - if you do the writing, I will do the editing. Please email all submissions as attachments,
and do not put them in the body of the email. 

Articles for the next newsletter should arrive in the office email inbox by Monday, March 25th.

Thanks!
Callie
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