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A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR

Note from the Editor:

You may have gathered that I have been having problems with our new
email....same address, but lots of trouble! I hope that this newsleaflet is
getting to all of you: if you know someone who has not received it, please let
me know or ask them to contact me, and I will send it to them separately. I
hope, though, that all of you will get this!

The letter from President Joan Wofford (still president for two more days!)
was written immediately following our very successful fall preview at Smith,
and it was the day after the preview that our email troubles began.

Thank you for being patient...herewith Joan’s letter to you, some seminar
pictures, and a few dates on the calendar. Inside you will also find the 
summer programs listed that are still to come: please refer to your summer
programs catalog for details, or look on our website for a complete catalog:
www.5clir.org . 

I hope that if you elected to join in any of the summer programs you filled
in the duplicate sign-up sheet to refer to. Please note: there is an error on
the catalog calendar page (on the reverse of the cover) – it lists the Chester
Theatre production of Animals Out of Paper as Thursday, July 14th. It is
actually Thursday, July 12th! (It is correct on the sign-up sheet.)

Enjoy the 4th of July!

Callie

5CLIR



For more information, PLEASE contact the person indicated for each event!

July
No Curriculum Committee meeting or Council meeting

Thur 5 - Special Program: Viewpoints with Hy Edelstein, 12:30–2:00 p.m., Highland Valley Elder 

Services, 320 Riverside Drive, Florence. Contact: Hy Edelstein No need to register!

Fri 6, 13, 20, 27 - Special Program: French conversation, 1:30–3:30 p.m., Applewood at 

Amherst. Contact: Judith Pool. Meets as usual during July.

August
Thur 2 - Special Program: Viewpoints with Hy Edelstein, 12:30–2:00 p.m., Highland Valley Elder 

Services, 320 Riverside Drive, Florence. Contact: Hy Edelstein No need to register!

Thur 9 - Council meeting, 2:15–4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. HQ, 97 Spring Street, Amherst

Fri 17, 24, 31 - Special Program: French conversation, 1:30–3:30 p.m., Applewood at 

Amherst. Contact: Judith Pool  Note: no meetings August 3rd or 10th.

And here is a glimpse into one of our spring semester seminars...

SUMMER CALENDAR 

SEE INSIDE FOR SUMMER PROGRAMS SCHEDULE

Joan Laird arrayed the participants of Ellen Peck’s seminar on August Wilson in a "family sculpture"

to look at Wilson's play Fences.  Back row: Sheila Klem; Shirley Brodigan; David Whitney; center:

Miriam Whitney; Ellen Peck; Ruth Hooke; Debra Orgera; front: Judith Camyre; Helene Lambert; 

far right: Peter Ferber                                                                       Picture courtesy of Naomi Yanis



Letter from the President, Joan Wofford

Monday, 1 May 2012

The sun shone brilliantly on the balcony of the Smith

College Campus Center on Sunday for the 2012 Fall 

Preview of fall seminars combined with LIR’s Annual

Meeting.  There was an excitement and upbeat spirit

about the whole affair, with any number of people 

commenting on how smoothly everything worked out: the annual meeting finish-

ing in record time, the wonderful range of topics available in 25 seminars, the 

excellent food which arrived looking beautiful just in time for the guests, and the

overall feel of “kids in a candy store,” as our members excitedly examined the

seminar offerings and then rushed back to the tables to peruse the detailed 

descriptions.  To cap it all off, a record number of guests showed up who had

read our ads or heard from friends about LIR.

Of course, none of this could have happened without the yeoman’s work of the

Curriculum Committee in providing 25 outstanding seminars; the stalwart work

of the volunteers who stuffed packets beforehand and/or managed the registration

tables despite the sun beating on their backs; the candidates willing to stand for

election, both as officers and Council members; and the remarkable work of Callie

in scheduling the seminars and creating our individual packets of catalogues. 

For me, the capstone is being able to announce that, as a result of the Preview,

we have now comfortably surpassed the 300-member milestone which up to now

we have approached but not achieved.

Joan
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LIR 2012 SUMMER PROGRAMS AHEAD

KO THEATER PRODUCTION OF Is Sex Possible?

Sunday, July 8, 2012

CHESTER THEATRE PRODUCTION OF Animals Out Of Paper

Thursday, July 12, 2012

TANGLEWOOD TRIP

Saturday, July 21, 2012

LOCAL HISTORY COMES ALIVE, FLORENCE WALKING TOUR

Monday, July 23, 2012

Rain date Wednesday, July 25, 2012

SEASIDE MAINE & NEW HAMPSHIRE TRIP

Wednesday & Thursday, August 1 & 2, 2012

ALL-5CLIR GET-REACQUAINTED POTLUCK LUNCH 

Tuesday, September 11, 2012

Rain date, Wednesday, September 12, 2012

Please note that this is a reminder for those who have already signed up: 

the registration date is long past!

Wondering About a Kindle or a Nook? 

Want to Try One? 

Read On!

Janet Price, our Webmaster, has discovered that Jones library in Amherst has a

Nook and a Kindle available at the reference desk for people to try.  You could

get a feel for how they work before taking the plunge and buying one. 

You will probably need a Jones library card, but may be able to use a card from

another affiliated library. (e.g. South Hadley’s library and Forbes in Northampton 

honour each other’s cards.)   



A trip to Boston to see the Huntington Stage
production of Ma Rainey’s Black 
Bottom was just one highlight of the Spring
2012 seminar on August Wilson’s 
Century Cycle.  Ellen Peck moderated this 10-
week look at the life and work of the African-
American playwright, whose early years were
spent in the Black district of Pittsburgh known
as ‘The Hill.’ 

Sixteen LIR members read and discussed his
10 plays – one reflecting each decade of the
20th century – and the light they shed on the
African-American experience.  The residual
effects of slavery, of the peonage system that
succeeded it, and of the Great Migration
formed the underpinnings for Wilson’s stories
of hope and disappointment, of prejudice and
strength.   Everyone seemed to find the plays
informative, inspiring and rich in poetic im-
agery.  A few of the happy participants are

shown in the accompanying photos.

5CLIR Reporter  Summer  2012

5

Drama, History and Lively Discussions = A Great LIR Seminar

Carol Jolly
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From Flappers to Flip-Flops
Emily Hurn (Moderator)

What a great looking cast at the final session of the "From Flappers to Flip-

Flops" seminar!  We had a guest speaker, Kristin Kelly, the owner of the Ode

Boutique on Main Street in Northampton, across from the Academy of Music.

Kristin told us how she came to be the owner of a boutique and how she selects

and obtains the fashions and accessories she sells in the store. She is an 

excellent speaker and also engaged the group in lively conversation about 

fashion.  

The wonderful group of women in the photo are the seminar members and

Kristin Kelly, Ode owner. (left to right: Shirley Tallent, Ann Martin, Lu Stubbs,

Toni Yahres, Kristin Kelly, Anne McIntosh, Lorraine Barrack, Ina Luadtke, and

Sofie Ellsberg.  Janice Dore was absent.  On the table, you see some of the beau-

tiful fashion accessories Kristin Kelly brought to show us, and each person 

received an Ode tote with a gift certificate.  It was a memorable occasion indeed.
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The 5CLIR Reporter is published by Five College Learning in Retirement, Room 9, Mason Hall,

Smith College, MA  01063. www.5clir.org tel: 585-3756.   email: 5clir@smith.edu

Articles and pictures should be emailed to the Editor: Callie Kendall Orszak.

“Document-Camera” Soothes Technology Nerves

Good news for technophobes! LIR and Smith College Information 

Technology Services both have a device known as a “document camera.”

This device enables you to project an image from any paper copy or book

onto a screen by simply sliding the image into the camera's range.  The

camera sits on a table, and when turned on, it shines four pinpoint LED

red spots onto the table. These spots mark the corners of the area into

which the image can be placed in order to project onto a screen (or wall,

or whatever).  So those who do not choose to use sophisticated technology

such as PowerPoint or computer files can still project images. 

The document camera can be used anywhere on the Smith campus, or else-

where if there is a projecting device to connect it to (some areas have TVs).

All the classrooms at Smith have the proper projection equipment.  This

device was invaluable in the seminar on 20th-century fashion which 

required a lot of image-sharing. Also invaluable was the Smith IT staff,

who brought the document camera over to the classroom, hooked it up,

and took it away when class was over.

And a word from Steve Davis of Smith College:

No worries! The Document-Camera can be used anywhere on campus

where there is a projector or display device to connect it to (some areas

have TVs).  All of the classrooms on campus have projection equipment,

so as long as it is a registrar-scheduled space then you could use it there.



5CLIR Reporter  Summer  2012

8

5CLIR Officers

1 July 2011– 30 June 2012

President: Joan Wofford

Vice-President: Jim Harvey

Past-President: Larry Ambs

Secretary: Ellen Peck

Treasurer: Sandy Muspratt

Assistant Treasurer: Dave Cramer

5CLIR Officers

1 July 2012– 30 June 2013

President: Jim Harvey

Vice-President: Carol Jolly

Past-President: Joan Wofford

Secretary: Ellen Peck

Treasurer: Sandy Muspratt

Assistant Treasurer: Betsy Loughran

5CLIR REPORTER is published by

Five College Learning in Retirement

Room 9, Mason Hall, Smith College, Northampton, MA  01063

413 585-3756        www.5clir.org     email: 5clir@smith.edu

Editor: Callie Kendall Orszak

Participants in Joan Wofford’s seminar “Four Authors on the Civil War and its Aftermath” obviously

enjoyed the spring semester:

l to r, back row: Antonia Lake, Bill Cooley, Bobbie Reitt, Wil Hastings and Carol Lee; 

l to r, front row: Ellen Peck, Cynthia Kennedy, Sandy Belden and Dorothy Gorra.
Photograph courtesy of Joan Wofford


