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For more information, PLEASE contact the person indicated for each event!

September

Mon 3 - Special Program: Opera Prep news - Reserved seating implemented for Cinemark’s 

opera programs. Senior ticket: $24; open ticketing starts September 3rd. (see pp. 6–7)

Thur 6 - Special Program: Viewpoints with Hy Edelstein, 12:30–2:00 p.m., Highland Valley Elder 

Services, 320 Riverside Drive, Florence. Contact: Hy Edelstein No need to register!

Thur 6 - Executive Committee meeting, 1:00–2:00 p.m., Five Colleges HQ, Amherst
Thur 6 - Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges HQ, Amherst

Fri 7, 21, 28 - Special Program: French conversation, 1:30–3:30 p.m., Applewood at Amherst. 

Contact: Judith Pool 

Tue 11 - Summer Program: Potluck lunch picnic, 12:00–2:00 p.m., chez Gaustad (see page 12)

Rain date: same time, same place, on Wednesday, September 12th) 

Contacts: Gail Gaustad or Anne Lombard

Thur 13 - Committee Chairs’ meeting, 1:00–2:15 p.m., Five Colleges HQ, 97 Spring St, Amherst.

Thur 13 - Council meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges HQ, 97 Spring St, Amherst.

Mon 17 - First day of most fall seminars. (Also Rosh Hashanah: some seminars begin 24th)

Thur 20 - Special Program: Finding Families Interest Group, 1:45–3:45 p.m., Dewey Hall 

Common Room, Smith College. Contact: Bobbie Reitt (see page 4)

Thur 20 - Special Program: Science Roundtable - “Plasticity in the Brain: Not All the 

Changes Are Bad,”  discussion led by Gordon Wyse, 2:00–3:30 p.m., The Meeting 

House, Northampton Lathrop. Contact: Dottie Rosenthal (see page 3)

Fri  21, 28 - Special Program: Conversational Italian, 1:30–3:30 p.m., The Quigley Room at the 

Newman Catholic Center, UMass. Contacts: Dean Poli & Zina Tillona 

Fri  28 - Technology Fair, 10:00 a.m.–12:00 noon, Room 113, UMass Continuing Education 

building on Venture Way, University Drive (see page 8)
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Letter from the President, Jim Harvey

I hope each of you has had a good summer and is now ready to get started on

your fall seminars. I know I am. This fall marks the tenth anniversary of my 

involvement in 5CLIR, an involvement that has enriched my life immensely and I

have spent a little time reflecting on my experience with 5CLIR. 

I joined 5CLIR because I love to learn and wanted to be around people who also

have a passion for learning. I am particularly grateful for the opportunity to 

moderate seminars because I have found that I usually learn more when I 

moderate than when I participate. I have also found that I learn more dealing with

topics that I know little about, but in which I have great interest.

The great thing about 5CLIR seminars is that they are peer led.  The world “peer”

suggests to me that the moderator does not have to have special expertise.  That

has given me the freedom to moderate seminars well outside my areas of 

expertise.  (I hasten to add that I work hard to prepare, so that I am not totally 

ignorant on the seminar’s first day!)

So I would encourage our members to jump into the water and take seminars

that they know little about, and in that seminar pick presentation topics that are

unfamiliar. And if you haven’t tried being a moderator, pick a subject that interests

you and submit a proposal to the Curriculum Committee.  Go to the “Forms” link

at 5clir.org. They will be delighted, for often they have trouble finding enough 

moderators.  If you haven’t moderated before and are a bit afraid of that prospect,

you might try to find an experienced moderator who will mentor you or even 

co-moderate. 

Jim
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Please help the office .....

I recently learned (quite by accident) that two members of Learning in Retirement had died sometime

during the past few weeks. I would greatly appreciate it if you would let me know news of anyone in

LIR (or a past member) who passes away. We would like to remember them at our memorial program

in January. I also need to know because I ring up members from time to time to enquire about various

matters, and I would not like to add to the family's distress. Thanks, everyone.

SCIENCE ROUNDTABLE FALL SEASON OPENS

Gordon Wyse will open the fall 2012 season of the Science Roundtable with

a discussion of “Plasticity in the Brain: Not All the Changes Are Bad,” on

Thursday, September 20 at 2:00 p.m. in the Meeting House of the Lathrop

Community on Bridge Road in Northampton. Gordon will describe how 

recent research in neuroscience has focused on dynamic change in the

brain: changes in connections between neurons and growth of new neurons

from stem cells. He will then lead a discussion about the implications of this

research for brain function in health and disease.

Other Roundtable sessions that have been scheduled are Anne Lombard on

“The State of Massachusetts Birds” (October 18) and Hy Edelstein on “The

Ocean Depths” (November 17). Science Roundtable leaders John Armstrong

and Dottie Rosenthal say that a topic for the final fall session on December

20 will be announced at a later date.

Great Decisions, 2013
Dates to put in your diary

April 5, April 12, April 19, April 26 and May 3

Registration details, prices, topics and presenters will be published when they

become available (early next year).

The 5CLIR Reporter is published by Five College Learning in Retirement, Room 9, Mason Hall,

Smith College, MA  01063. www.5clir.org tel: 585-3756.   email: 5clir@smith.edu

Articles and pictures should be emailed to the Editor: Callie Kendall Orszak.



Finding Family Interest Group
Starts Year on 20 September at 1:45 P.M.

LIR members who are researching their family history are invited to join us this
year on the 3rd or 4th Thursday each month as we work together to learn about key
resources for the family historian and the best methods of research. We meet 
Thursday afternoons in the Common Room in Dewey Hall on the Smith College
campus. Newcomers and novices are always welcome.

We begin this year on 20 September with a review led by Bobbie Reitt of basic 
concepts, standard forms, principles of organization (paper or electronic), and the
most highly recommended resources for genealogical researchers. The newly 
updated handout list of resources is free of charge—should we say priceless?

Topics for future meetings include a review of Ancestry.com, a look at some 
organizing systems for paper and electronic files, and discussions of military
records, judging the reliability of research finds, emigrants’ and immigrants’ 
motivations and settlement patterns, and cemeteries. This is a workshop group for
mutual problem solving, not a seminar. If you have any questions, call Bobbie Reitt.

Knitting/Crocheting Group in Amherst

Are you interested in attending a once-a-month(?)
knitting/crocheting group meeting in Amherst?  

If so, please contact Janet Price 
by phone or email

If there’s enough interest, she will try to get one started.
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LIR Needs YOU… to Moderate a Seminar 

Do you have a hobby that you’d like to talk about with others? 

Do you have a special interest that you’d like to share with 

other LIR members?  

Do you have an academic specialty that would enable you to lead

discussions with LIR members with similar interests?  

Have you always wanted to gather a group of like-minded LIR 

members to learn about a topic that has always appealed to 

you?

The Curriculum Committee needs you to tell us about a seminar

you’ve always wanted to lead.  We’ll give you help, if you’ve never

moderated a seminar before.  

If you’ve ever thought about leading a seminar, please do contact:

Carol Jolly   OR Marybeth Bridegam 

Carol Jolly & Marybeth Bridegam,

Co-Chairs of the Curriculum Committee.  
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From the Metropolitan Opera  

2012–2013 Live in HD Schedule

Peggy Bedell’s OPERA PREP is on Friday, the day before the opera:

Northampton Lathrop Community Room, 1:30–2:30 p.m.

October 13     Donizetti’s L’Elisir d’Amore – New Bartlett Sher production, starring   

Anna Netrebko and Matthew Polenzani. as the fickle Adina and her besotted 

Nemorino.  Mariusz Kwiecien is Sergeant Belcore and Ambrogio Maestri      

is Dr. Dulcamara, quack and dispenser of elixir. Maurizio Benini conducts.

October 27     Verdi’s Otello with Johan Botha in the title role and Renee Fleming as

Desdemona. Semyon Bychikov conducts.

November 10 Ades’s The Tempest.  Conductor Thomas Ades conducts the Met 

premiere of his own work, with Simon Keenlyside starring as Prospero.

Director Robert LePage recreates the interior of 18thC LaScala  on stage.

December 1    Mozart’s La Clemenza di Tito, with Elina Garanca as Sesto,  

Giuseppe Filianoti as Tito and Barbara Frittoli as Vitellia.  Harry Bicket

conducts.

December 8    Verdi’s Un Ballo in Maschera.  A new production, dirtected by 

David Alden.  Marcello Alvarez stars as the king, Karita Mattila is 

Amelia,  Dmitri Hvorostovsky is her suspicious husband, Kathleen Kim is 

Oscar, the page, and Stephanie Blythe is the fortune-teller Ulrica. Fabio 

Luisi conducts.

December 15   Verdi’s Aida with Liudmyla Monastyrska  in the title role,  Roberto 

Alagna as Radames and Olga Borodina as Amneris.  Fabio Luisi conducts

January 5         Berlioz’s Les Troyens.  The Trojan War,  with Debora Voigt, Susan 

Graham, Marcello Giordani and Dwayne Croft.  Fabio Luisi conducts.

January 19       Donizetti’s Maria Stuarda.  Joyce di Donato sings the role of the

doomed queen.  Elza van den Heever sings Elizabeth I.  David McVicar 

directs and Maurizio Benini conducts the second opera of Donizatti’s 

Tudor trllogy.

February 16     Verdi’s Rigoletto.  A new production set by Michael Mayor in 1960

Las Vegas.  Inspired by the antics of the Rat Pack, Piotr Beczala is the 

Duke, Zeljko Lucic is Rigoletto and Diana Damrau is Gilda.

see next page for March & April



5CLIR Reporter September 2012

7

From the Metropolitan Opera  

2012–2013 Live in HD Schedule continued

March 2           Wagner’s Parsifal.  A new production with Jonas Kaufmann in the 

title role, Katarina Dalayman as Kundry, Peter Mattei as Amfortas, 

Evgeny Nitkin as Klingsor and Rene Pape as Gurnemanz.  Production by                

Francois Girard.  Daniele Gatti conducts.

March 16          Zandonai’s Francesca da Rimini.  Based on an episode from

Dante’s Inferno, with Eva Maria Westbroek and Marcello Giordani as the 

doomed  lovers.  Marco Armiliato conductds.

April 27            Handel’s Giulio Cesare.  New David McVicar production, with 

David Daniels as Caesar and Natalie Dessay as Cleopatra.  Harry Bicket

conducts.                        

Opera Preparation – Peg Bedell, facilitator 

(from the Summer Programs catalog)

We meet on Fridays, at the Northampton Lathrop Community Room, 1:30–2:30 p.m. 

A series of HD video productions of operas performed at the Metropolitan Opera will be

shown at the Hadley Cinemark theater on Saturday afternoons. Tickets should be 

purchased by 5CLIR members in advance. In preparation for seeing (and hearing) them,

Peg Bedell will offer an introduction to each opera on the preceding Friday. Check the

newsletter for specific upcoming opera titles and dates. Anyone interested may attend any

session. For more information, contact Peg. 

The sessions begin in October.

Late update: I discovered that Cinemark is now doing reserved seating. Price per senior

ticket is up to $24, but the change means assured seating and could cut down on wait

time.  Open ticketing starts Monday, September 3 (Labor Day).
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You’re invited to: A Taste of Technology 

Friday, September 28th

The Technology Committee is sponsoring a Technology Fair on Friday, September 28th

from 10:00 A.M. until noon.   This will take place in Room 113 of the UMass Continuing

Education building. on Venture Way in Hadley.

We will offer brief demonstrations and answer questions about the following topics: 

1) Using Google effectively

2) Connecting a smart phone or laptop to a wireless network

3) Seeing your grandchildren more often using Skype

4) Attaching images from your camera or phone to email messages

5) Accessing library resources over the Internet

6) Using the 5CLIR document scanner in seminar presentations 

The Fair will be open from 10:00 A.M. until noon.  Drop in and stay as long as you

want.  There is ample parking onsite.  

Directions: From Rte 9 in Hadley, turn north onto North Maple Street (the street

that runs between the malls).  Turn right onto Venture Way (about ½ mile), right

again on the first driveway, and park in the lot.

LIR Trip to Quabbin Reservation

Eleven LIR members enjoyed a great trip to Quabbin in mid-June to see the reservoir

and forest and learn about how the Reservation is managed to produce clean water.

When we gathered at the forestry office at the southern end of the reservoir, the

weather was so wonderful we chose to sit outside while discussing background 

information with Randy Stone and Steve Ward, our two experts.

We then traveled to the Enfield overlook, for a fabulous view of the Reservoir with Mt

Monadnock visible in the distance. After lunch at Hanks Field  picnic area in the 

Quabbin Park, we went to the eastern side of the reservoir to look at some forestry 

operations as well as some old homestead areas that are preserved: the first 

photograph shows the area called the Goat Farm.

all photographs (next 2 pages) courtesy of Elisa Campbell
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“Goat Farm”

Outside lecture

Our Gang
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What could be more relaxing than lunch under a beautiful tree, surrounded by green?

And here is a completely different LIR trip experience...a little less relaxing,

but source material for Judith Bruder’s blog!          picture courtesy of Judith



An LIR Summer Trip to Maine 
An excerpt from Judith Bruder’s blog: 

http://touch2touch.wordpress.com/2012/08/04/inferno-well-not-exactly/
(further photos of the “inferno” available through the blog link)

It had been a fine trip so far for a bunch of elderly excursioners of 5CLIR (including the Hub

[husband] and me). We’d departed Northampton 7:30 am sharp; had a smooth bus ride up

to Ogunquit, Maine, where we’d had lunch and a walk along the cliffs by the sea, toured  a

delightful small art museum, then continued north to Portland, Maine. We dropped off our 

luggage at a hotel which shall remain nameless, then scattered to do our individual things.

(Ours was to have a long-anticipated dinner at one of the city’s trendiest, noisiest, happen-

ing-est restaurants, Fore Street.) We turned in about 11 p.m. that night, and were, for a

change, fast asleep in our 5th-floor room when I heard the noise — on and on and on —

noise dimly penetrating my foggy brain. A fire alarm? A FIRE ALARM? I shook the Hub, who,

hard of hearing, thought it was our wakeup call and reached for the phone —

Peeking out the door, I saw the swift and the fleet already heading down the hall. Quickly we

pulled on jeans, grabbed wallets, key cards, glasses, watches, cameras, jackets, a few crack-

ers and a water bottle (you never know how long, how hungry, how thirsty), and began head-

ing down five flights of stairs. (Some people doubtless skim down five flights without drawing

a deep breath; it’s not quite so simple in your seventies and eighties.) 

Out in the hotel parking lot, with orderly crowds of oddly dressed people, there was no smell

of smoke. Surely an encouraging sign? No one rushing, except in my over-excited eyes. The

firemen all had axes (hatchets?) as part of their elaborate gear, but no one rushed to hack

down walls or anything. After a longish wait a manager-type appeared dangling keys to some

kind of control room. And very shortly the crisis was over.

The firemen began battening down the hatches on the hook and ladder. We began our long

trek back upstairs — there were far too many people heading the same direction to try and

get into one of the two small elevators that service the hotel. Rumors, of course, had been

flying and continued to fly all through breakfast. A false alarm? Well, yes. But why? Someone

had been smoking. Or the water pressure had failed somewhere and the sprinkler system

had been set off. Or none of the above. No one ever found out for sure. 

But I have my own theory. In olden times travelers were lured off safe paths and into danger

by will-o’-the-wisps, lights caused by phosphorescence or swamp gases or who-knows-what.

Those misleading, deluding, delusionary lights were known as ignis fatui, false fires. And so

I conclude that we travelers had simply been led astray by an ignis fatuus. And I’ll stand by

it. It sounds more like an adventure, and a good deal more impressive than simply having

been the victims of a false alarm.
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REMINDER:

All-LIR Get-Reacquainted Potluck Picnic Lunch
Tuesday, September 11, at noon

Rain date, September 12

At the Gaustads, 20 Ward Avenue, Northampton

At the end of the summer it’s time to catch up with old friends and meet new ones.

Potluck: If your last name begins A – L  bring dessert or fruit

If your last name begins M – Z  bring main dish, bread, salad, vegetable, or 

hors d’oeuvres

Note that the divison has been reversed (at last!) this year

Utensils and beverages will be provided.

Bringing your own cup or mug will cut down on paper waste.

Date and Time: Tuesday, September 11, 12:00 noon – 2:00 p.m.

Rain date, September 12, same time, same place

Place: The back yard of John and Gail Gaustad’s house

20 Ward Avenue, Northampton

Contact persons: Gail Gaustad  OR

Anne Lombard  

If in doubt about the weather, call Gail or Anne or check your email.

Don’t worry if you have not registered yet - 

just come to the picnic!
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