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CALENDAR 

 

JULY 
 Thur 4 & Fri 5 - LIR office will be closed. Happy Independence Day! 

 

 Fri  5, 12, 19 & 26 - Special Program: French conversation, 1:30–3:30 p.m., 

Applewood at Amherst. Contact: Judith Pool, 586-2190 or 

jpool41@msncom. 

 

 Thur 11 - Special Program: Viewpoints with Hy Edelstein, 12:30–2:00 p.m., 

Highland Valley Elder Services, 320 Riverside Drive, Florence. Contact: Hy 

Edelstein, 584-3060 or hedelste@crocker.com.  No need to register! 

 

 Fri 12 - Summer Program: Narrated Cruise on the Connecticut River. 

Contact: Sandy Young, 253-9708 or alexalice@comcast.net. 

 

 Thur 18 - Summer Program: Chester Theater: Tryst. Contact: Candy 

Carlisle, 584-2298 or ccarlislejfk@hotmail.com. 

 

 Sat 20 - Summer Program: Bus Trip to Tanglewood. Contact: Ellen Peck, 

532-5505 or epeck-killoh@comcast.net. 

 

No Council or Curriculum Committee meetings in July. 

 

mailto:hedelste@crocker.com
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AUGUST 

 Thur 1 - Special Program: Viewpoints with Hy Edelstein, 12:30 - 2:00 p.m., 

Highland Valley Elder Services, 320 Riverside Drive, Florence. Contact: Hy 

Edelstein, 584-3060 or hedelste@crocker.com. No need to register! 

 

 Thur 8 - Council meeting, 2:15 - 4:15 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc.  

 

 Sun 25 - Wed 28 - Summer Program: Gettysburg Trip. Contact: Chuck 

Gillies, 527-5482 or gillies53@yahoo.com. 

 

No Curriculum or Executive Committee meetings in August. 

Fall Semester begins on Monday, September 23
rd 

 

Conversational Italian will resume on Fridays at 1:30 in the fall. In September, 

please contact Dean Poli or Zina Tillona for information on the venue. 

 

For more details of these and other programs, please consult both the Special 

Programs and Summer Programs catalogs, available on our website www.5clir.org. 

 

ALL LIR GET RE-AQUAINTED POTLUCK LUNCH 

At the end of the summer it’s time to catch up with old friends and meet new ones. 

Mark your calendars for a lovely warm day in a beautiful setting! 

 

Date: Tuesday, September, 17, 12:00 noon – 2:00 p.m. 

Rain date: Wednesday, September 18, same time 

Place: Backyard of the Gaustads’ house 

20 Ward Avenue, Northampton 

Contact: Gail Gaustad, 584-9255 or gailgaustad@comcast.net. 

 

  

mailto:hedelste@crocker.com
http://www.5clir.org/
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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT, JIM HARVEY 

As I was filling out the ballot for LIR Council 

representatives, I was struck by what an amazing variety 

of talents and experience we have in our organization. 

The learning I gain from seminars is not at all limited to 

book learning, or the material presented by various 

participants.  The life experiences and insights shared are 

also valuable, as well as making new, interesting friends 

– all this for less than a fancy cup of coffee per week. 

It’s a bargain! 

My time as president has been a good one, largely due to the efforts of a fine 

Executive Committee and Council. I have enjoyed working with such talented and 

interesting people. They have enriched my life immensely. One of those people is 

Carol Jolly who becomes president in July. I wish her well as she takes over.  I can 

assure you that LIR is in good hands. 

~ Jim 

 

 

THANK YOU FROM CALLIE 

Thank you all for a wonderful send-off party. I had a fabulous time (and so did 

Tom). It was as perfect as a party could be. If I'd known, I would have retired 

years ago, and like Bret Favre kept coming back again for more retirement parties. 

I called it my afternoon of unfinished conversations -- there were so many people 

to chat with and only two hours to fit it all in. Thank you all! 

~ Callie 
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NEW ELEVATOR LOOMING AT FORBES LIBRARY 

One of the great assets of Northampton and one that is used by many of the 

members of LIR is the Forbes Library. As members of the many and varied 

seminars that we participate in, we realize the advantage that we have in such a 

well-organized institution.  

At the present time, however, Forbes is engaged in what may be a minor problem 

to some, but is a major obstruction to a few individuals who have physical 

handicaps that prevent or at the least interfere with their use of the library. A small 

elevator was installed at the entrance to enable handicapped patrons to bypass the 

daunting steps at the entrance. This elevator is now hopelessly collapsed beyond 

any chance or repair and Forbes has mounted a campaign to raise funds to install a 

new one so, with luck, you’ll be able to use the upper floors of Forbes soon. 

~ George Snook 

5CLIR ENCORE SERIES 

During the past year, the Special Programs Committee of 5CLIR has sponsored 

Lectures and Encore Presentations for the 5CLIR membership, their friends and 

the interested public.   

Many of these Encore Presentations from past 5CLIR Seminars were suggested by 

moderators others to share with the membership. The Special Programs Committee 

plans to offer Encore Presentations again in the fall of 2013.  In order to identify 

potential speakers and topics we need the assistance of 5CLIR moderators to 

identify seminar presentations for “Encore Presentations”.  As moderators, we 

have all seen presentations given in our seminars that would be of interest to other 

LIR members as standalone presentations. We encourage moderators to identify 

potential “Encore Presentations” and forward suggestions to us. 

Thank you! 

~ Katy van Geel, 230-3237 or ktvangeel@gmail.com & 

~ Larry Ambs, 256-8324 or ambs@ecs.umass.edu 

 

mailto:ktvangeel@gmail.com
mailto:ambs@ecs.umass.edu
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VOLUNTEERING AT WFCR 

In the midst of the deluge on Friday, June 7, seven damp, dedicated souls from 

5CLIR showed up at Hampshire House on the UMass campus to help fund raise in 

a “mini-drive” the station had launched before the fiscal year expired.  Organized 

by Joan Wofford, Susan Beer, Iris Broudy, Jo Davis, Peter Ferber, and Jim and 

Nina Scott (joined by another volunteer, Larry Crook) answered phones from 4-

6:30.  At first the calls were few and far between, but then as the afternoon 

progressed the phones began to ring more assertively.  Five minutes before the end 

of our session every one of us was taking a call at the same time, and when the 

contributions were totaled up, Jesse Pulitzer, the drive coordinator, told us that 

more money had been raised in our shift than in any other thus far! 

 

 
NEPR phone volunteers from left to right: Larry Crook (non-LIR), Peter Ferber, Joan Wofford, Jim Scott, 

Nina Scott, Iris Broudy, Joan Davis, and Susan Beer. 
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Whenever you are talking to contributors, some wonderful stories surface.  Iris 

nailed down the largest pledge ($1,000), and when she thanked her contributor, he 

said, “No, I want to thank you and all of the other volunteers. You are the reason I 

contribute.”  Nina got the smallest donation, the weekly allowance a 17-year old 

high school student donated in hopes of winning an i-Pad.  (His mother put it on 

her credit card.) One of the other big prizes in which he was now entered was a trip 

to Tanglewood for four, transportation and a gourmet picnic dinner included.  “He 

would probably love to get that, too,” I said to his mother, who countered, “No, if 

he wins, it will go to his parents, because he’ll be in camp at that time!” 

 

An awkward question volunteers are told to ask is: “Would you like to put WFCR 

in your estate plan?” One contributor said drily, “Not yet.” 

 

Classical music host Walter Carroll was in charge of picking up our delicious 

dinner from Portabella Catering, and came in dripping, just in time to hear one 

contributor express the opinion that there was too much classical music on WFCR, 

and that he liked other programs better.  That got a good laugh from everyone, 

including Walter. 

 

So, we had a fine afternoon, a good dinner, many laughs, and the satisfaction of 

having raised a good deal of money for a cause worth supporting. 

~ Nina Scott 

 
Lise and John’s Science, Technology and Invention in the Gilded Age seminar at Dewey. 

Photographs by Robert (Bob) Tuthill. 
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TRAVEL INTEREST GROUP 

Remember to take your camera as you head off on your summer travels and return 

prepared to share topics of interest with the rest of us.  We need presenters for the 

Travel Interest Group which meets the fourth Thursday of each month at Lathrop 

Northampton, starting in October. Two members of LIR present pictures and tales 

of their travels at each meeting.  Please contact Joan Wofford, 584-1330 or 

joan@joanwofford.com, if you are willing to make a presentation. 

 

LIR ART AND GARDEN TOUR 

On Tuesday May 14, twenty-one LIR members and guests ventured south to PA 

during the height of the azalea season.  This tour was admirably organized by 

Marybeth  Bridegam. 

 

 
Group on the lawn of Bryn Athyn Cathedral. Photograph by Carol Jolly. 
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Our first afternoon we visited Bryn Athyn Cathedral and the nearby mansions, 

Cairnwood and what is now the Glencairn Museum.  This huge cathedral, situated 

on a hill in a small community north of Philadelphia, has elements of both the 

Romanesque and Gothic styles.  Most striking to us were the stained glass 

windows made by imported European craftsmen and local glass makers.  With 

their deep blues and vibrant reds, they were reminiscent of cathedral windows in 

France.  The cathedral itself was built by European artisans, along with some local 

workers they trained, from the Swedenborgian Church, which is headquartered 

there. 

 

The two mansions were the homes of the Pitcairn family who made their fortune 

from the Pittsburgh Plate Glass Co.  Cairnwood is a Beaux Art mansion and garden 

while Glencairn is a mansion-museum featuring huge glass mosaics and a 

collection of world religious art. 

 

The second day required a choice between three spectacular venues.  One group 

visited the Brandywine Museum’s large collection of paintings by three 

generations of the Wyeth family, along with their studios and farm near the 

Brandywine River.  Returning comments admired the studios with their props and 

set-up for painting.  The second group trudged through the enormous Longwood 

Gardens, developed by generations of the Du Pont family.  All colors of azaleas 

were in bloom along with dogwoods, silverbell trees, and flowering bushes.  We 

strolled through an amusing topiary garden, past huge fountains displaying their 

water tricks, and into enormous glass conservatories housing displays of tropical 

plants and exotic annual flowers.  The third group braved the 100 rooms of 

Winterthur, the Du Pont family mansion which is now a museum of decorative 

arts.  Visitors had to select a time period and the length of tour since this museum 

requires several visits to see all the rooms. 

 

Tired but happy we all returned to our Best Western Hotel in King of Prussia, PA, 

only to discover that even though we were just across the street from one of the 

largest malls in America, going to dinner there at Legal Seafood required our bus 

since there was no way to cross the highway and go into the mall on foot.  A 
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number of people remarked that we are lucky to live in the less crowded and less 

complex hinterlands of Massachusetts! 

 

The third morning we all visited the Chanticleer Gardens, developed by the 

Rosengarten family who were associated with Merck and Co.  This house and 

garden, modeled on English gardens, featured “room gardens” with fountains, 

paths, and terraces lined with imaginative container arrangements in large pots.  

An immense sloping lawn was bordered by a woodland path and creek displaying 

Japanese and Chinese plants as well as native flowers.  Small art works stood 

everywhere including a bridge made to look like an uprooted tree trunk. 

 

After braving PA and NJ traffic, we arrived back in Northampton on Thursday 

evening with many new ideas about re-styling our own gardens. 

 

~ Ellen Peck 

 

 
Peonies at Chanticleer. Photograph by Carol Jolly. 
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Bryn Athyn Cathedral. Photograph by Carol Jolly. 
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Stained glass windows in Bryn Athyn Cathedral. Photograph by Carol Jolly.  
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Glencairn, former home of the Pitcairn family, and now a museum of their gorgeous collection of medieval 

and other international artifacts. Photograph by Carol Jolly. 
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Gorgeous azaleas in the gardens of Winterthur. Photograph by Carol Jolly. 

 

Chanticleer fountain. Photograph by Carol Jolly. 
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Chanticleer Planters. Photograph by Carol Jolly. 

NOTE 

Ina Luadtke took the quilting seminar pictures that appeared in the May newsletter.
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5CLIR CALENDAR 2013-2014 

 

 
July 2013  No Curriculum Committee meeting  

   No Council meeting 

 

August  No Curriculum Committee meeting 

   No Executive Committee Meeting 

  8 Council meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. HQ  

 

 

September 5 Executive Committee meeting, 1:30 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. HQ 

                        5          Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges Inc. HQ 

  12 Council meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges Inc. HQ 

  17        5CLIR Potluck Lunch Picnic @ Gaustad home, 12 – 2:00 p.m. (Tuesday) 

  18 Rain date for Potluck (same time, same place, on Wednesday)   

  23 First day of (most) fall seminars 

 

 

October 3 Executive Committee meeting, 1:30 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. HQ 

                        3          Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15– 4:15 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. HQ 

  10 Council meeting, 2:15 – 4:15 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. HQ 

  25 Deadline for Spring 2014 seminar proposals 

 

 

November 7 Executive Committee meeting, 1:30 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. HQ 

                        7          Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. HQ 

  8 Moderators’ Meeting, 10:00 a.m.–12:00 noon, Location TBA     

  14 Council meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. HQ  

  23 Spring Preview: Willits–Hallowell, Mt Holyoke College, 2:00–3:45 p.m. 

    

  

 

December 5 Executive Committee meeting, 1:30 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. HQ 

                        5          Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc, HQ 

                        12 Council meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc., HQ  

  13 Close of registration for inclusion in any lottery for spring 2014 seminars  

                        13        Last (snow) day of fall seminars 

  16 Lottery for oversubscribed spring seminars 
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2014 

 
January 2014   

                        2 Memorial Program, Amherst College Alumni House, 10 a.m. – noon  

  3 Snow date for Memorial Program, same time and place  

                                    No Executive Committee meeting 

                                    No Curriculum Committee meeting 

   No Council meeting 

 

 

February 6 Executive Committee Meeting, 1:30 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. HQ 

                        6          Curriculum Committee Meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. HQ 

                        13 Council Meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. HQ 

  14  New Members Coffee, 10:00–12:00 noon, Northampton Lathrop  

  24 First day of spring semester seminars 

 

 

March  6 Executive Committee meeting, 1:30 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc., HQ 

            6          Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc, HQ 

  13 Council meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. HQ 

                        21        Meeting for Potential Moderators: Location & time TBA 

   

 

April  1 Deadline for proposals for fall semester 2014 

  3 Executive Committee meeting, 1:30 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. HQ 

                        3          Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. HQ 

  10 Council meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. HQ 

  20 Member Social Event (time and location(s) to be determined) 

  27 Fall Preview/Annual Meeting, Carroll Room, Smith College Campus Center,  

                                    2:00–3:45 p.m. 

 

May  1 Executive committee meeting, 1:30 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. HQ 

  1 Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. HQ 

  1 Last day of spring semester seminars (last snow date: 9 May) 

  8 Council meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. HQ

  19 Close of registration for inclusion in any lottery for fall 2014 seminars 

  26 Lottery for oversubscribed fall seminars 

 

 

June  5 Executive committee meeting, 1:30 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. HQ 

                        5          Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. HQ

             12 Council meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. HQ 
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5CLIR OFFICERS 

2013 - 2014 

 

President: Carol Jolly 

Vice-President: Michael Greenebaum 

Past-President: Jim Harvey 

Secretary: Ellen Peck 

Treasurer: Betsy Loughran 

Assistant Treasurer: Susan Beer 
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