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Notes from
the Program Coordinator

The Five College Learning in Retirement Program enters its spring
session with a burst of activity and a strong foundation for peer leader-
ship in place. You have selected a fine Council of thoughtful and en-
thusiastic members, and they are to be congratulated for electing excel-
lent officers and defining and attacking their responsibilities with
extraordinary energy.

I would also like to thank the members of the Curriculum, Special
Events, Membership, and Newsletter committees for their creativity,
perseverence, and just plain hard work in helping to get various activi-
ties in place simultaneously. It's amazing to look back over the past
year and see how much we've accomplished, and how much those ac-
complishments serve to highlight future needs and directions.

The moderators deserve special mention for their courage in pio-
neering the art of study group coordination. Without them, the basic
core of FiveCLIR would simply not exist. I know that all of you join me
in thanking them for their outstanding contribution to the program,
and I know that they join me in urging you to follow in their footsteps.

All of you have made unique contributions to FiveCLIR by partici-
pating in the give and take of study group presentation and discussion.
By all accounts, we have been true to the concept of peer learning. Con-
gratulations for making the LIR experience as exciting, creative,and en-
ergizing as we hoped it would be, and for forging the close community
of friends that has become such an important part of our existence. I
hope that you will take every opportunity you can to recommend Five-
CLIR to others and invite them to join us. Our new brochure is now
available to help you describe the program.

I am proud to be a part of FiveCLIR. I feel fortunate to be working
with you, and I have been enriched by the new challenges and warm
friendships that have become a welcome part of my personal and pro-
fessional life.'W

FROM THE
COUNCIL

The first meeting of the FiveCLIR
Council was held on January 8. The
following officers were nominated
and elected:

President: Bill (Walker) Gibson
Vice-President: Gladys Rapoport
Secretary-Treasurer: Lucy McAfee

Copies of the second draft of the
by-laws were distributed. The
group decided to work on a final
draft for presentation to the mem-
bership-at-large for discussion, ad-
ditions, corrections, amendment,
and adoption.

After discussing the financing of
5CLIR and membership dues, the
Council recommended that we offer
a half-year Spring '90 membership
for $75. to help attract new mem-
bers. The motion was accepted.

The Council also identified gener-
al program needs such as more
publicity and public relations activi-
ty, dealing with the shortage of
study group proposals, and how to
inspire members to "get their feet
wet" and become moderators so
that we can offer more variety and
choice.

At the January 30 meeting, the
group discussed issues of timing,
such as completing the study group
selection process for each succeed-
ing session more quickly so that
(cont. on page 2)
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FROM THE STUDY GROUPS

CREATIVE RECONSTRUCTIONS
OF RENAISSANCE LIVES:
SORTING THROUGH HISTORIANS' PRECONCEPTIONS

MODERATOR: LORIE LEININGER
REPORTER: LUCY McAFEE

During the Fall of 1989, seven of us gathered weekly at the U. MASS.
Faculty Club to pursue this formidable topic. We delved into biographies of
six persons related to the Scottish throne in the 16th century. This led us
into relationships to the English, French, and Danish royal families. We
each read materials on each person from the Dictionary of National Biogra-
phies and chose other sources to read and share with the group. One mem-
ber focused on the history of Scotland and often reminded us that there
were lots of common people also living in those troubled times. Another
member shared insights from a number of historical novels of the period.
The first few weeks, some of us floundered in trying to keep all the royal

relationships straight but with the help of genealogical charts, we soon felt
more at home.
I think we all gained some appreciation of the difficulties that contributed

to forming each person's characters and the differences between a "friendly"
and "unfriendly" reporter. Though this was a difficult time, we often saw
parallels in current political forces.
We finished with a party at Betty Johnson's house and saw a video of

Mary, Queen of Scots, starring Katherine Hepburn, a very romanticized ver-
sion of events.
Our moderator, Lorie Leininger, got us started and shared her enthusiasm

and knowledge. The direction of the group grew out of our various inter-
ests and we ended up with a somewhat different focus than Lorie had origi-
nally envisioned. It was a fascinating time with a group of thoughtful peo-
ple.

THE FRENCH BOURBONS

MODERATORS: ED BUCK and PAT KEATING
REPORTER: VIRGINIA BEAL

Beginning in the 16th century, the Bourbons reigned consistently until the
execution of Louis XVI in the French Revolution, and had a brief period of
restoration in the early 19th century. Each of the 8 participants in the group
gave a report on one or more of the Bourbon kings and their courts, and the
military activities of France during the period. In addition, each reporter
was free to discuss the art, literature, architecture, or philosophical writers
of the period. Since the participants had various backgrounds, interests
,and travels, lively discussions frequently resulted. In the final session, an
update of the 20th century descendants of the Bourbon kings was summar-
ized. This study group was fun as well as informative, and the luncheon on
the last day was indicative of the congeniality of the group, (cont. next page)

COUNCIL (cont. from page 1)
members will know what our offer-
ings will be at an earlier date. The
Council also decided to deal with
the rotation of Council members; at
Bill's suggestion, they decided to
propose that initial terms would
last at least until May, 1991, when
we will hold another election to
bring in new members to replace
those who will volunteer to vacate
their seats in the interest of "new
blood." The issue of a 5CLIR
"home" was discussed - an ideal set-
ting would include two seminar
rooms, a lounge area, and office
space, all dedicated to our sole use.
[If anyone has any ideas, please let
us know.]

After Gladys' committee reports,
a presentation of "suggestions for
being a moderator", and identifying
a need for soliciting expertise from
members who might have market-
ing skills specific to our pool of po-
tential members, the Council ad-
journed with a decision to meet
every two weeks. W

Submitted by Lucy McAfee
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STUDY GROUPS
(cont. from page 2)

U.S. FOREIGN POLICY IN CENTRAL AMERICA
IN THE 1980'S: AN APPRAISAL

MODERATOR: GERARD BRAUNTHAL
REPORTER: ALICE FRIEDMAN

There couldn't have been a more timely topic than U.S. Foreign Policy
and Central America. The 12 weekly sessions kept us focused on this topic.

We used a text, Confronting Revolution: Security Through Diplomacy in Cen-
tral America, (Blachman, Morris, et al., N.Y. Pantheon, 1986) for background
information about each country under discussion. In addition, there were
marvelous up-to-date videos, the moderator's succinct interpretations of
news events, a hands-on report by a graduate student of his research in
Guatemala, and our own library readings. The almost weekly crises in Cen-
tral America certainly enlivened our interest in the topic.

A definite drawback to an "A" grade for this project was the small number
in attendance. Three were consistent participants, but with illness, etc., fre-
quently only two would be there, too small for sustaining a lively session.

The Faculty Club was convenient - we even had the use of the lounge on
the first floor. After the first session, there was no problem with parking.
Wednesday morning was a good day but upon reflection, one might specu-
late that because this time was in conflict with the regular University Re-
tired Faculty Meetings, some potential members might have been discou-
raged from joining this group.

DISCERNING PATTERNS
THROUGH AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL WRITING

MODERATORS: VIRGINIA SENDERS and SUZANNE LEHMAN
REPORTER: LORIE LEININGER

How interesting people are when they speak honestly about their lives!
We shared varied family backgrounds, modes of presentation and styles,
and references to places all over the world: growing up in Northampton, a
wedding in China, bandits in Burma, the sight of the Statue of Liberty, the
establishment of the first Women's Studies program... Each of us had 50
minutes before the group (a few had a second turn) and had as much time
as we wanted with a "partner," to share, encourage, and ask questions. At
mid-term we "changed partners" and had a new buddy. What I remember
most about our study group was the laughter. One example among many: a
participant wrote about how he worried over the prospect of shaving, fear-
ful of his father's old-fashioned razor. He earned enough money to buy a
safety razor, but hesitated, uneasy because the pharmacist might tease him.
Then on the radio he heard Roosevelt say, "We have nothing to fear but fear
itself." It struck him, then: our President was right! He went off to the phar-
macy and bought his razor, (cont on next page)

ANNOUNCEMENTS
• The Special Events committee wel-
comes suggestions. If you have any tal-
ents or interests that you would like to
share with us, in the form of a special
presentation, lecture or other format;
know of fellow members or people in
the community who have expertise in
an area that you think would be of in-
terest to our members; or can recom-
mend places for organized trips or in-
formal gatherings, please let the
committee know.

• Meet Our Members will be a regular
newsletter feature. Please don't be
modest - we would love to profile you
in the column. If you do feel shy, per-
haps you can convince a fellow member
to contribute.

• The Elderhostel Institute Network,
of which we are an affiliate, will offer
its next International Programs from
January to March, 1991. Two programs
are planned:

Italy: "The Image of Rome in
Literature and Art

Israel: "Biblical Archaeology and
Anthropology: Sifting
Through the Ancient
Rubble to Learn About
Human History

These programs are open only to
members of affiliate Institutes. They
are designed specifically for Institute
members and are not offered in the El-
derhostel catalogue. FiveCLIR mem-
bers who wish to go on either of these
trips will participate in a preparatory
study group led by a fellow member
during our Fall '90 session.

We have been asked to submit an "in-
terest form" by March 30. Submission
of this form is not a commitment to par-
ticipate.

Please let me know if you think you
might be interested in either of these
trips. If you would like further infor-
mation, I have a more detailed descrip-
tion of the itineraries. "¥
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STUDY GROUPS
(cont. from page 3)

THE QUABBIN RESERVOIR:
PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE

MODERATOR: GOULD KETCHEN
REPORTER: GRACE KLEM

There were seven in the Quabbin study group, plus Gould Ketchen, who
was more teacher than moderator. Most of us had seen the vast Quabbin
Reservoir and its wild beauty but few were familiar with its history and im-
portance to Massachusetts.

By the time the course was over, we had learned about the four lost vil-
lages - Enfield, Dana, Prescott, and Greenwich - and the little railroad that
connected them. We had read accounts of the people who lived there, and
had studied before and after maps. We had met and talked to some of the
original residents who meet each Tuesday afternoon for tea and reminis-
cence at the Quabbin Reservoir Administration Headquarters.

We had viewed slides taken by an old gentleman who had grown up in
the area and loved to talk about the old days.

We drove along the winding roads to see the Winsor Dam and Good-
nough Dyke, named for the engineers involved in their construction, and
we picnicked in a sunstreaked grove.

We stood at the Enfield Lookout above the site of that submerged, once-
thriving town, and we saw where the eagles return in the winter to soar
over the water on windy days.

In New Salem, we visited a small church which had been moved from im-
pending inundation and now stands next door to an old house which serves
as a museum and headquarters for the Swift River Valley Historical Associ-
ation.

In a peaceful little cemetery in Ware, we walked among the graves which
had been moved from the valley.

We discussed some of the problems - the constantly growing demand for
water in Boston and the worry when the water level falls dangerously low
in times of drought; the proliferation of deer; the balance between the con-
servationists and those who want more recreational facilities.

We were fortunate to have had a leader with such extraordinary knowl-
edge and enthusiasm. Gould gave us a real appreciation of the Quabbin
Valley in its many facets - not only as a source of water, but also a play-
ground for the state and a wonderful wildlife preserve. The group learned
a lot and had a marvelous time.

And we all became friends! "W

MEET
OUR
MEMBERS

HARRIET TAYLOR

Peer learning groups for
adults are "much better than go-
ing to a class which is taught,"
according to Harriet Taylor of
Amherst, who last Spring ex-
plored The Personal Uses of
Myth: Is There A Holy Grail in
Your Future? and in the Fall
turned to Discerning Life's Pat-
terns Through Autobiographical
Writing. "When you retire from
a job, it's easy to begin to stag-
nate. When I heard about the
LIR program, I thought how
wonderful to be with people
who are interested and excited
about things." The Myth group
was a natural choice for her - she
was already reading Joseph
Campbell's, The Power of Myth.

"But I was finding it tough go-
ing at times," Harriet says. "Be-
ing brought up as a northern
Baptist doesn't condition you to
think in mythical terms!"

A lifelong resident of the Pio-
neer Valley (ancestors on both
sides of her family settled here
in the early 1700's), Harriet grew
up in Northampton and gradu-
ated from Smith College. She
taught music to junior high and
high school students in local
schools and was also a piano
teacher for 30 years. She has
also served as choral conductor
and organist at a number of
churches in the Valley, most re-
cently in North Amherst.
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GLADYS RAPOPORT

Gladys Rapoport was a partic-
ipant in the Spring '89 group dis-
cussing What Happened to the
Plot? Reading the 20th Century
Novel, moderated by Jean Su-
drann.

"I was captivated by that title,"
Gladys said. "The group was
my introduction to a new experi-
ence. I knew that much novel
writing now is introspective,
and that it is different from the
classical form of the novel. The
people in the group brought a
sophisticated and literate back-
ground to the discussion. Some
of them knew a great deal, and
their comments were very bene-
ficial."

Gladys moved to South Had-
ley three years ago when she re-
tired from the position of direc-
tor of financial aid at the state
university in Oakland, Michi-
gan. She and her husband
"knew we wanted a family
home in New England - not in a
resort area, but in a place where
we could have a life in a com-
munity with a nice sort of coun-
try atmosphere."

Through friends, Gladys was
familiar with the Harvard Insti-
tute of Learning in Retirement,
and she was interested in the
possibility of establishing a simi-
lar program in the Pioneer Val-
ley. Her interest in lifelong
learning prompted a conversa-
tion with Miriam Williford, as-
sociate provost for continuing
education and public service at
the University of Massachusetts.
Under Dr. Williford's leader-
ship, a planning committee was
formed and in the Spring of

1989, with the active support of
the Five College presidents, the
Five College LIR Program was
launched.

Gladys has spent the Fall in
The Modern Political Novel and
The Quabbin Reservoir and is
the newly elected vice-president
of the LIR Council.

GRACE KLEM

Grace Klem joined 5CLIR last
Spring because she expected it
to be "the place where I would
find congenial people." She
found not only good compan-
ionship but a lot of information,
first on Leonard Bernstein and
later in the group that focused
on the history of the Quabbin
Reservoir.

Grace moved to Amherst
from Mountain Lakes, New Jer-
sey following the death of her
husband in 1986. "I was deter-
mined to make a new life for
myself as a single woman seek-
ing new friends and trying new
things," she said. She already
knew of the appeal of the Pio-
neer Valley from her son and
granddaughter, both Amherst
College graduates, and from her
own undergraduate days at
Smith.

In addition to 5CLIR, Grace
keeps busy with courses at the
Bangs Center, concerts at the
UMass Fine Arts Center, and her
garden in summer. Last year,
she also traveled to Korea to vis-
it old friends and to the Philip-
pines to see her granddaughter
who was working there with
AID.

She has not regretted her deci

sion to move to the Connecticut
River Valley, she reports. "It's a
very stimulating place to be, and
Amherst is a very caring town. I
couldn't have done better."

EUCLID DJAFERIS

Why does the wealthiest
country in the world have such
a massive national debt? Euclid
Djaferis and seven other LIR
members spent eight weeks last
spring with moderator Margaret
Dwyer discussing ways to deal
with it.

"I didn't have much formal
schooling because I was brought
up during two wars," Euclid re-
counts. "But I know history and
I like politics. The national debt
was something I could say
something about."

Born in Turkey of Greek par-
ents, Euclid has always "loved
studying and learning." The
family left Turkey for their
Greek homeland in 1924, follow-
ing the bloody battle between
the Greeks and Turks at Smyrna,
and they settled in Cyprus. Eu-
clid fought with the Greek army
in World War II until 1941, then
joined the sabotage efforts of the
Greek Resistance against the oc-
cupying Germans. They assist-
ed the Commonwealth soldiers
in finding "safe houses" in Ath-
ens and passed on to the British
a plan of German pillbox em-
placements in the port of Pirae-
us.

Euclid then fought with a
Greek unit in the British 8th
Army, was wounded in the en-
suing Greek Civil War, and fi-
nally returned to Cyprus to mar-
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ry the woman he met before the
war. Influenced by his teachers
in the American mission schools
in Greece, he determined to
move to the United States. His
daughter was the first of the
family to come, graduating from
Boston University in 1966. Eu-
clid and his wife did not arrive
until 1972, settling in Washing-
ton, D.C. where they lived for 10
years. In 1983, he came to Am-
herst to join the family of his
son, a professor of electrical en-
gineering at UMass.

Family ties are strong. "The
family for us is very important,"
Euclid says. "Once the family
disintegrates, there is no way to
keep the community and the na-
tion together."

Euclid spent four months last
summer in Greece, Cyprus, and
England. He rejoined FiveCLIR
in January.

EARL MORGAN

"When I retired several years
ago," says Earl Morgan of Am-
herst, "I hadn't read a poem for
40 years." The desire to write
led him to become a member of
last Spring's study group. Four
Poets in the Connecticut Valley.
Earl also joined two other study
groups. The Personal Uses of
Myth and What Happened to
the Plot: Reading the 20th Cen-
tury Novel because "it all tied in
to writing for me," he said.

He has since written and pub-
lished a series of narrative
poems dealing with the Holo-
caust, the outgrowth of his
World War II service in the U.S.
Merchant Marine. Etched in his

memory is a 1945 event in the
North Sea when ships carrying
newly- freed European Jews
were prevented by the British
from making their way to a new
home in Israel. One of the
poems, "Drowned Jews", com-
memorates
individuals whose lives were
lost when one of the ships sank.

A former school psychologist
and college instructor, Earl has
lived in the Pioneer Valley for 26
years. "I am just learning the
craft of poetry," he says. "I want
to learn to compress things more

tightly. The poets group was a
good way for me to get experi-
ence." 1?

C A L E N D A R
February 20 Spring Study Groups Begin

March 6 Great Decisions: Opening Reception, New York Room,
Mary Woolley Hall, Ml Holyoke, 3:30-5:00 p.m.

March 8 Great Decisions: "Nicaragua and El Salvador"

March 15 Great Decisions: "The United States, Europe, and Japan:
Global Economy in Transition?"

March 16 Brainstorming Session: "Topics, Talent, and Tips" -
Sharing Study Group Ideas and
Helpful Hints for Moderators

March 22 Great Decisions: "Vietnam, Cambodia, and the United States-

March 22-23 Northeast Elderhostel InsHtute Conference, Springfield College

March 29 Great Decisions: "Third World Arm s Bazaar"

Aprils Great Decisions'. "Palestinian Question"

April 12 Great Decisions: "United Nations:
New Life tor an Aging Institution?"

April 19 Great Decisions: "U.S.S.R and Eastern Europe"
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Special Events

Membership
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Newsletter

FROM THE COMMITTEES
The Special Events Committee has been working very hard on the Great De-
cisions program, which we are co-sponsoring with the Foreign Policy Asso-
ciation. Admission is free, and the program will begin with an opening re-
ception on Tuesday, March 6 from 3:30-5:00.; Ambassador Henry Barnes,
Cyrus Vance Professor of International Relations at Mt. Holyoke, will be our
speaker. The first regular discussion session will take place on Thursday,
March 8, from 3:30-5:00 and will continue to be held each Thursday after-
noon until April 26. The committee has also been investigating art, music
and theater activities; all sorts of trips; and picnics and other informal out-
ings. Sally Lawton chairs the committee.

The Membership Committee has just completed a telephone survey of
Spring'89 members who were not with us during the Fall. Alice Friedman
presented a report of the findings at our February 13th meeting. Most of
the people surveyed were satisfied with FiveCLIR, but cited personal, fami-
ly, and other commitments as their reasons for not rejoining. The fee was
an infrequently mentioned deterrent to membership. In addition to the sur-
vey, the committee has been developing long term plans for attracting new
members to our program. Since word of mouth is the best way to encour-
age new people to join, the committee encourages you to invite anyone you
think would be interested to become a member. If you would like us to
send an information packet to a friend, please let Judy or Sarah know. The
chairperson of the committee is Catherine Pitoniak.

With the Spring study groups in place and ready to go, the Curriculum
Committee, under the leadership of Marjorie Kaufman, looks forward to be-
ginning the Fall selection process as soon as possible. Proposal forms will
be in the mail in March, and the committee would like to have as many as
possible to choose from in order to offer groups which reflect topics that
members have requested. Please don't be shy! If you have attended a study
group or two, you should have an idea of what it's like to moderate. If
you'd like to try but are concerned about doing it all yourself, find a co-
moderator to share the responsibility. Feel free to talk to moderators of
groups past. We will have a general meeting in March to generate topics,
find others interested in the same areas you are, and discuss the art of mod-
erating.

Here's the evidence of our labor! The newsletter committee has worked
hard on gathering material for Volume 1, No. 1, and has developed a format
of permanent columns and features which will appear in each issue. The
committee is still looking for a more distinctive name and a logo to grace
our masthead, and welcomes suggestions from all. The newsletter will
come out either bi-monthly or quarterly. Lorie Leininger has volunteered to
learn the process of producing the newsletter on the MAC. All members
who would like to work with us are encouraged to join the committee, and
suggestions and submissions are welcome. The committee would particu-
larly like to have some artwork. Suzanne Lehman chairs the committee. It'
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WHAT DO YOU THINK
ABOUT...?

This section features ideas that have come up
here, there, and everywhere which we offer for your
feedback. Please feel free to share your opinions by
mail, phone, or in person. If you have any thoughts
to present to members for their consideration,
you're welcome to share this space.

• A colleague from UConn has suggested that un-
til we have a home with a lounge where people can
socialize informally whenever they wish, we consid-
er setting aside a regular time every two weeks,
month, or whatever, in the same or an alternating
place, for an informal, drop-in, see-your-friends op-
portunity. If you think this is good, bad, or an idea
with potential worth considering, let us know.
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