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The last Newsletter promised future columns devoted to airing fresh member-friendly ideas. Suggestions have
come in torrents, informally from members, and from the recent Northeast Elderhostei Institute (EIN) Conference
in Salem which crammed your president's head with provocative new-to-us approaches to programming.

First, a sampling of home-grown ideas already in process of implementation: the collaboration of Special Events
Committee and the Impressionism seminar in sponsoring a trip to the Metropolitan Museum in New York is a
model for the future. What about a spring trip to ElHs Island with the new Immigrants and hnrnigrefiffn seminar?

The fact that meeting space on the campuses is more available at off-hours prompted a trial late-day meeting and
supper in September at the Red Barn. Now another scheduling experiment: Parking space again will be plentiful
at the Red Bam at mid-day on SATURDAY, December 17, when a Meet The Moderators event and holiday
get-together will be held. (See notice below.)

Some of our older and/or former members who no longer feel able to participate actively have suggested that they
form an "Alumni Association.*1 They would attend summer and January term one-session events, special events,
and social activities. Of course, some of them already do just that We're delighted that they still want to "hang
out" with us.

Curriculum Committee wants to find a way to admit new members into the popular lotteried" seminars without
limiting the spaces available to renewing members. Can it be done? Stay tuned.

At Salem, we heard about local institutes that develop intergenerational learning activities with students on their
campuses. Many institutes supplement peer-led seminars such as ours with visits from non-member "experts",
language conversation groups, spin-off special interest groups (such as the Hartford Emily Dickinson buffs who
have been meeting monthly for four years), etc. Our Curriculum Committee is considering various innovations
which might enhance and expand our program without sacrificing commitment to active member-participation
and high quality. Its good to find that our sister institutes are on the same quest. We have much to learn from
each other.

Happy holidays - and keep the ideas coming!
Eleanor Reid



ANOTHER EXPERIMENT

Mark SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17, on your calendar. That is the day we will meet for the first time on a
Saturday. The Event: A gala social occasion and a Meet the Moderators opportunity to hear what is to be
offered in the Spring Term seminars. There will be ample parking space at the Red Barn at Hampshire College
for this mid-day event. You will receive full details in a separate mailing.

5CLIR MEMBERS ATTEND SALEM CONFERENCE

What brought seven of our members to the Salem conference held at the Hawthorne Hotel on November 6-8?
To attend a witch1 s trial, of course. The occasion was the 3rd Northeast Conference of Institutes for Learning in
Retirement aptly titled "Pilgrims, Pioneers & Prophets." Sponsored by the Elderhostel Institute Network, our
parent organization and the guide of the many learning in retirement programs that have sprung up in recent
years, the conference brought together 159 members from 44 (out of a total of 160) affiliated institutes from
Connecticut, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New York, Rhode Island, Vermont, Ontario, Quebec and
Bermuda.

The conference was given a spirited send-off by the keynote speaker, Msgr. Charles J. Fahey, Director of Third
Age Center, Fordham University, New York. He spoke about the dynamics of living in the Third Age, the stage
of life in the retirement years today, when living well and living long raises the needs, challenges, and rewards of
involvement with the community and the world.

The conference provided the opportunity to share our common ideas and problems regarding curriculum
development, recruiting and training study leaders, broadening the membership, getting the membership involved,
reaching out to the broader community, the relationship with the sponsoring institution, and money and space.
Eleanor Reid, our president, was a presenter for the Long Range Planning & Goals session and shared the year
long study she initiated last year. Ted Belsky, who chairs our Special Events Committee, moderated the session
on outreach programs benefitting both members and the community. Justin I lartman, a long-time moderator of
our ongoing seminar, Autobiographical Writing, together with four other presenters disclosed the secrets of their
most successful and popular courses. Karen Tatro represented us at the special session for Professional staff and
Laura Belsky and Eve Posada also attended the conference.

The highlight of the conference was the culminating cvent-the witch's trial. Taking the part of the judge, Lee
Beaty, garbed in gown and flowing wig, regally presided over the proceedings. She had prepared her own
address to the court which underscored in tone and style the period costume she was sporting, and the antics
between her and the prosecuting attorney had us all roaring with laughter. The members innocently assembled for
the final session, were charged with various "crimes" involving fees, leadership, and programs. The designated
responders rose to the occasion with mock dignity, eloquence and great humor.

Anne Grose gets the credit for originating the idea. When the organizers of the conference approached Eleanor
Reid a few months ago to have 5CLTR take charge of the final wrap-up session, she appealed to the council for
help. The council was stymied until newly elected Anne Grose suggested, "How about a witch's trial?"

First and foremost, though, was the fertile interplay of ideas about their programs which experienced affiliates
shared with each other and with the younger groups just recently formed. What was most revealing was the



variety of circumstances in regard to size, location, type of membership, community and affiliation with the
sponsoring institutions which lead to many different solutions of the basic problems we all share. There were
many good ideas which we have brought back and hope to explore and implement in regard to membership and
our role within the community.

Eve Posada

DUES PAYMENTS DUE NOW

Just a reminder to those members who have elected to pay their dues in two installments that the second and final
payment was due November 1st.

Only first time members who apply after the start of the fall semester may join for a half year (January 1 to June
30) for $85. This privilege is unique and can be extended only to first time applicants. If a member is unable to
attend a semester, a refund of $30 can be applied for in writing.

Eve Posada, Treasurer

JANUARY LECTURE SERIES ANNOUNCED

The January Lecture Series will take place on a weekly bask from January 4, 1995 through February 1, 1995.
The talks will be held at the University of Massachusetts visitors (Robsham) Center.

The first lecture will take place on January 4th and is entitled, "Learning from Africa". Tony Pe
arce will present a slide show based on his extensive travels in Africa and his contact with the African people.

Mrs. Julian Gibbs will present the second talk on January llth, entitled, "Iconology of Christmas", it is based on
her extensive research of religious icons.

The construction of musical instruments by a handscraftsman, Douglas Cox, entitled "The Art of Fabrication of
String Instruments" will take place on January 18th.

Today's many social concerns will be discussed by Ted Belsky, aided by a well-received Fred Friendly Video .
The tape runs for about an hour and the second hour, led by Ted, will be spent in discussion,
ogram will take place on January 25th.

The final program in this lecture series will be held on February 1st At that time, Lee Beaty, an expert on
Shakespeare will present a video entitled, "The Trial of Hamlet". This program should significantly add to our
understanding of Shakespeare and the play.

SPRING SEMINARS ANNOUNCED

The Curriculm Committee has announced the following seminars to be given this Spring semester: Shakespeare
meet Oscar—A Sampling of Drama on Film, Crown in Conflict, Physicists and Modem Philosophy, A Fresh Look
at Life's Possibilities after 60, The Shakespeare Authorship Question, Immigrants: Past and Present, Nuttin1 but
the Blues, Autobiographical Writing XH, Water Color IV, Children's Literature, and The Nature of
Consciousness.



FROM THE MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

There are currently about 130 members in 5CLJR - of whom 17 are new members and seven others who have
renewed their memberships.

Our committee has been active over the years supplying materials to potential members, acting as a welcoming
committee at general meetings, and, this past year, producing a mass mailing of about 400 pieces to potential
members within the Pioneer Valley.

At the present time the Committee has eleven members: Priscilla Dolloff, Chair; Ben Bowditch, Nicole Dunn,
Mary Eggjnton, Patrick Ennis, Robert Forsyth, Alice Friedman, Marcia Holden, Phyllis Joyce, Miriam Kramer
and Grace Rollason. Three of those members will be retiring from the Committee on June 30, 1995 - so we
invite any of you who wish to join us to call Princilla DoUoff (584-2782) or Karen Tatro (585-3756).

We are profiling a few of our new members in this current issue and will follow suit in future editions.

PHYLLIS JOYCE retired in 1992 as Reference and Document Librarian from Mount Horyoke College Library
where she had worked since 1969. Previously she was a librarian at the University of Rhode Island (1947-1963)
and the University of Massachusetts (1963-1969).

Bom in Buckland,she attended the public schools and received a B.S. in Library Science in 1947 from Simmons
College.

She shares her Amhcrst home with "Oliver", an orange tiger cat. Phyllis is a board member (and Assistant
Treasurer) of the Friends of Amherst's Stray Animals - an all-volunteer animal welfare organization and
volunteers at the Amherst Historical Museum as a researcher and inventory-taker. For relaxation she enjoys all
the dramatic and musical offerings of the Five-College area; is a reader of paper-back mysteries and also likes to
solve (moderately difficult) crossword puzzles.

KATHLEEN SULLIVAN recently retired from her position as Principal of the Leeds School, a position she held
since 1969. A graduate of Northampton High School, she received her B.S. and M.Ed. from Westfield State
College.

Kathleen's community activities leave one breathless with admiration. Since 1969 Cooley Dickinson Hospital has
benefitted from her organizing and fund-raising skills as has the Hampshire United Way, the Northampton
Beautification Committee (she's responsible for the beautiful flower baskets which adorn the streets), Forbes
Library, Blessed Sacrament Church, Northampton Fire Dept. Building Committee, Northampton Chamber of
Commerce - to mention a few! Since 1971 she has arranged European tours for the Northampton Travel Club.

In 1975 the Northampton Chamber of Commerce voted her co-recipient of the Citizen of the Year Award - the
only woman to have received this honor. In 1991 Cooley Dickinson Hospital presented her with the William E.
Dwyer Award and the Distinguished Service Award.

ff-



BITS TSI PIECES

Congratulations to Ben White and Midge Bennett on their recent marriage.

Please add Lee Beaty's name to your membership list. She still is to be found at 28 Presidential Apts., Amherst,
Phone 549-0180.

Jerry Braunthal returned recently from Germany where he went to observe the campaign for elections in various
West German cities. Supported by a grant from the West German government, he also interviewed several
newspaper editors and politicians as well as party staff specialists - all this is research for a book he is w
riting on the German Political Parties.

Special thanks to Dot Swansoti for her gift of an extension desk light for the LIR office. Karen says it makes a
big difference in that dark corner where the computer sets. Now there should be no excuses for typing errors!

If anyone is missing a kitchen utensil lelt behind at the Red Barn alter the potluck supper in September, please call
the LIR Office. Several spoons, knives and one spatula as well as two hot pads, were found.
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