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CALENDAR 

FEBRUARY 

 Thu 5 – Special Program: Viewpoints with Hy Edelstein, 12:30-2:00 p.m., Highland Valley Elder 

Services, 320 Riverside Drive, Florence. Contact: Hy Edelstein.  No need to register! 

 Thu 5 – Executive Committee meeting, 1:15-2:00 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. 

 Thu 5 – Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15-4:15 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. 

 Fri 6 – Winter Program: Legislators’ Forum, 1:00-3:00 p.m., Coolidge Room, Forbes Library, 20 

West Street, Northampton. Contact: Honoré David. Free & Open to Public! 

 Fri 6 & 13 – Special Program: French conversation, 1:30-3:30 p.m. Contact: Judith Pool. 

 Thu 12 - Council meeting, 2:15-4:15 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. 

 Fri 13 – New Members Coffee, 10 a.m.-noon, Loomis Village, 20 Bayon Drive, South Hadley. 

Contacts: Henny Lewin and Joan McKelvey. 

 Fri 13– Special Program: Opera Prep with Peg Bedell, Tchaikovsky’s Iolanta and Bartok’s 

Bluebeard’s Castle, 2:00-3:00 p.m., Lathrop Community Meeting House, 1 Shallowbrook Lane, 

Northampton. Contact: Peg Bedell. No need to register! 

 Thu 19 – Special Program: Finding Family Interest, Family Photographs, 1:45-3:45 p.m., Dewey 

Hall, Smith College. Contact: Bobbie Reitt. 

 Thu 19 – Special Program: Science Roundtable, Synthetic Biology presented by John Armstrong, 

5CLIR member, 2:00-3:30 p.m., Lathrop Community Meeting House, 1 Shallowbrook Lane, 

Northampton. Contacts: John Armstrong and Dottie Rosenthal. 

 Fri 20 – Special Program: Two Encore Presentations: Operation Pedro Pan by Iris Broudy, 

11:00 a.m.-noon, US Military and History of Guantanamo by Bob Barker, noon-1:00 p.m., 

Applewood, 1 Spencer Drive, Amherst. Contacts: Larry Ambs and Katy van Geel. Open to the 

public. No need to register! 
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 Mon 23 – First day of spring seminars! 

 Thu 26 – Special Program: Travel Interest Group, Sue Gerstle will present Norway and Betsy 

Loughran will present Peru, 2:00-4:00 p.m., Lathrop Community Meeting House, 1 

Shallowbrook Lane, Northampton. Contact: Joan Wofford. 

 Fri 27 – Special Program: Two Encore Presentations: The Search for Meteorites in Antarctica by 

Terry Rosenfeld, 11:00 a.m.-noon, The Men of Elephant Island by Norma Johnson, noon-1:00 

p.m., Applewood, 1 Spencer Drive, Amherst. Contacts: Larry Ambs and Katy van Geel.  Open to 

the public. No need to register! 

 

 

 

 
  

http://www.publicdomainpictures.net/view-image.php?image=34636&picture=spring-flower-and-snow
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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT, MICHAEL GREENEBAUM 

I am writing this during the delicious Saturday snowstorm - an unexpected 

day off during LIR’s “month off” of January.  By the time you read this, we will 

all be busily beginning our Spring semester - there’s a reason for hope!  I love 

our spring semester - it begins in snow and cold and ends in tulips, daffodils 

and warm sunlight. 

One of the first big events of the spring semester is our New Members Coffee 

on February 13th.  At that event new members get to meet one another and 

learn a bit about each other.  It occurs to me that this is a precious occasion 

and most of us don’t have the chance to participate in it.  All of our new members have back stories, 

often inspiring and unique - but so do all of us.  Could we be doing a better job of sharing our 

biographies with one another?  Two things have especially impressed me about LIR members - how 

distinctive and distinguished we are, and how reticent most of us are to reveal this!  I keep learning 

astonishing  things - why just a few days ago I learned that Chuck Gillies and I had worked in schools 

just a few miles apart outside of Chicago fifty years ago! 

Some years ago, LIR members were responsible for writing and publishing our monthly newsletter 

and I wonder if it is not time to rekindle that practice.  The newsletter is our primary means of 

staying in touch with our calendar, our activities, and our organizational history - everything except 

ourselves!  Why not have mini-bios of our new members - and some long-time members too?  Maybe 

some fascinating items from our seminars?  How about a Letters and Comments section?  Maybe 

somebody besides the president has something to say! 

Liz has done a wonderful job of editing the newsletter and providing the basic information - 

calendar and announcements.  But I wonder if its reasonable to expect the Office Manager to seek 

out engaging content.  We have a perennially popular offering called “Writing to Remember” in 

which members share their individual histories with one another and, perhaps, their families.  Well, 

LIR  has an institutional history that should be remembered and cherished.  Maybe we should have 

a “5CLIR Reporter Workshop”  for writers and reporters to share with us, with our greater 

community, and with the future LIR membership. 

Who’d like to offer and organize such a workshop? 

Michael  
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NEWS FROM COUNCIL 

At its December meeting, the LIR Council: 

 Reviewed the November Preview.  It was considered to be a success.  Attendance as  good.  

We had thirty guests, many of whom became new members.  The food lasted the whole time. 

Some questions: 

o Do we want to stay with Saturday or move to Sunday in the future? 

o Is the newspaper advertising worth the price? 

o Did we notify Senior Centers and Great Decisions attendees? 

 Eliminated a specified income level for discounted membership and offered payment plans 

for those who request special help with dues. 

 Approved a Nominations Committee which will seek a Vice-President, Secretary and 

Assistant Treasurer. 

 Brainstormed a number of longstanding issues: 

o How to get more volunteers for standing committees; 

o How to organize seminars to deal with the reality of many members being out of town 

for large chunks of the winter; 

o How to encourage a variety of ways members can participate in seminars in addition 

to presentations. 

 

ENCORE PRESENTATIONS IN FEBRUARY 

Come enjoy our Friday programs based on some outstanding seminars. The Encore Presentation 

Series will be held between the hours of 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. in the first floor meeting room at 

Applewood Retirement Community, 1 Spencer Drive, Amherst. Please park on the south side of 

Spencer Drive, not in the parking lots. Encore presentations are open to everyone, so feel free to 

invite friends, neighbors, relatives! People who have questions can contact Larry Ambs at or Katy 

van Geel. 
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OPERATION PEDRO PAN 
Iris Broudy 

February 20th, 11 am - noon 

This is the little-known story of the exodus of more than 14,000 unaccompanied Cuban children—

many just toddlers—to the United States following Castro’s rise to power. Often described simply 

as a humanitarian effort, Pedro Pan is really a reflection of the half century of fraught relations 

between the US and Cuba. Using testimony and video representing a variety of viewpoints, this 

presentation attempts to reveal the realities of what was hardly a fairy-tale event. 

US MILITARY AND HISTORY OF GUANTANAMO 
Bob Barker 

February 20th, noon - 1 pm 

Guantanamo Bay has had a United States presence since the earliest days of the Spanish American 

War in 1898. This holding has a long and often shameful history. A large and well-protected harbor, 

it served the United States over many years as a fueling point for the fleet, convoy duty in World 

War II, submarine warfare during the Cold War, a staging point for various military interventions 

in Central America and the Caribbean, and a holding facility for Cuban and Haitian refugees. It is 

only recently that we have come to know a tiny part of the Guantanamo holding as the most 

expensive and perhaps most notorious prison in the world. 

THE SEARCH FOR METEORITES IN ANTARCTICA 
Terry Rosenfeld 

February 27th, 11 am - noon 

70% of all meteorites ever found on earth were discovered in Antarctica. Only 4% have been 

found in North America. What event in 1969 opened this region to an international meteorite 

hunt? Antarctica, a continent covered by a 9000-foot ice sheet, presents unique conditions that 

make it the perfect environment for locating, isolating, harvesting and studying these outer space 

visitors. International cooperation has resulted in the discovery of a "meteorite concentration 

mechanism" which lifts meteorites from under thousands of feet of ice. Discussion will focus on 

different kinds of meteorites, how they are collected, the identification of new minerals not found 

on Earth, and international political conditions for the future. 

THE MEN OF ELEPHANT ISLAND 
Norma Johnson 

February 27th, noon - 1 pm 

The moving tale of 22 valiant men who were marooned on an Antarctic Island while their 

commander, Ernest Shackleton, made a dangerous boat trip in an effort to secure their rescue. 

Original photos by the expedition photographer, Frank Hurley, bring the awesome story to life. 
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INVITATION FOR NEW MEMBERS (JOINED FOR 2014-2015 YEAR) 
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FROM THE CURRICULUM COMMITTEE 

The deadline for seminar/workshop proposals for fall 2015 is March 15th. So far we have 7 or so 

proposals, and we are looking for 24 or 25.  Click here for an online seminar proposal form.  

Some LIR members have suggested that they would like to see more of the following: 

 a third writing seminar 

 more art classes 

 math games 

 short or mini or snowbird seminars 

For those who have an idea for a seminar, or a germ of an idea, or have questions about thinking 

through their seminar, you are cordially invited to attend a: 

PLANNING MEETING FOR POTENTIAL MODERATORS 

Friday, March 6, 2015, 

10:00 a.m.-12:00 noon, at 

The Meeting House, Northampton Lathrop 

This meeting is intended for those 5CLIR members who are interested in offering a seminar and 

would welcome some assistance with its development. You are strongly urged to attend if you: 

 would like to moderate a seminar but have not yet identified an appropriate topic; have the 

kernel of an idea for a potential seminar, but can use some help in putting it together; 

 have a plan for a seminar but must solve a particular knotty problem before it is polished 

and complete; 

 can use some help in thinking through the technology issues associated with your seminar 

idea; and/or 

 are interested in the possibility of a Co-Moderator with whom to share ideas and 

responsibilities. 

Past and present moderators are encouraged to attend as well, but the major focus will be on those 

who have not previously moderated a 5CLIR seminar, are interested in exploring the feasibility of 

their ideas, and would like assistance in developing those ideas into compelling and successful 

seminars. 

A group of experienced moderators will be on hand to brainstorm, discuss, and resolve problems 

individually and in small groups.  You need not register for this event; just bring your ideas and 

questions! 

  

http://www.jotform.us/form/40097839417160


5CLIR Reporter February 2015 

[8] 

 

 

5CLIR - METROPOLITAN OPERA LIVE IN HD - 2014-2015 

We meet on Fridays, at the Northampton Lathrop Community Room, 2:00–3:00 p.m. A series of HD 

video productions of operas performed at the Metropolitan Opera will be shown at the Hadley 

Cinemark Theater on Saturday afternoons. Tickets should be purchased by 5CLIR members in 

advance. In preparation for seeing (and hearing) them, Peg Bedell will offer an introduction to each 

opera on the preceding Friday. Anyone interested may attend any session. For more information, 

contact Peg.                                             

PREP DATE COMPOSER: OPERA LIVE DATE TIME ENCORE DATE TIME LENGTH 

February 13 

Double Feature: 

Tchaikovsky’s Iolanta and 

Bartok’s Bluebeard’s Castle 

February 14 12:30 February 18 6:30 3:39 

March 13 Rossini: LA DONNA DEL LAGO March 14 12:55 March 18 6:30 3:30 

April 24 

Double Feature: 

Mascagni’s Cavalleria Rusticana 

and Leoncavallo’s Pagliacci 

April 25 12:30 April 29 6:30 3:30 

Prep:  Peg Bedell, Fridays, Lathrop Community Meeting House, 2:00-3:00 

Live in HD: Cinemark, Hadley, Saturdays at 12:55 (12:30 for the two double features). 

Encores:  Cinemark, Hadley, Wednesdays at 6:30 

 

 

FINDING FAMILY 

The Finding Family interest group will meet Thursday, February 19, at 1:45 p.m. in the Common 

Room in Dewey Hall on the Smith campus. Our topic this session will be family photographs, includ-

ing old photographic imagery such as daguerreotypes, tintypes, and others. Our focus will be on 

how and where to locate photographs that are not already in family hands and how to use them in 

genealogical research. Everyone attending is encouraged to bring a single photograph and to be 

prepared to explain where it was found and what information about family that it conveys. Kay 

Klausewitz will open the session with a report of a workshop with historical photographic expert 

Maureen Taylor that Kay attended last fall in Chicopee.  
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SCIENCE ROUNDTABLE – SYNTHETIC BIOLOGY 

 

At the Science Roundtable session on Thursday, February 19, John Armstrong will make a 

presentation titled “Review of Current Research in Synthetic Biology.” Synthetic Biology is a 

relatively recent field that applies engineering principles to biological systems. 

Synthetic biology goes further than genetic engineering, which usually involves adding a single 

gene to a cell so it can do something it wouldn’t normally do.  Assembling a given set of genes in 

novel ways enables synthetic biologists to accomplish highly specific and sophisticated tasks not 

achievable by modifying cells one gene at a time. Synthetic biology has applications in drug 

development, gene therapy, and bioenergy. The rapid evolution of the field has raised concerns 

that eventual products may not be covered by existing regulations. 

This will be the first of the spring sessions of the Science Roundtable. The other sessions 

scheduled are: 

March 19 – “Sperm Delivery in Flowering Plants”, Dr. Peter Hepler of UMass 

April 16 – To be announced 

May 21 – “Bees”, Dr. Anne Averill of UMass 

All sessions will be held at the Lathrop Community in Northampton from 2:00 to 3:30 p.m. 

The Science Roundtable is open to all members of Five College Learning in Retirement. The 

Lathrop Community is located just off Bridge Road in Northampton. Please observe all parking 

signs. Limited parking is available so co-leaders John Armstrong and Dottie Rosenthal encourage 

you to carpool. If you have any questions about this session, please contact one of them. 
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VIEWPOINTS 
 

 

 

Join us for Viewpoints 
Thursday, February 5, 2015 from 12:30 to 2:00 

 Highland Valley Elder Services 

320 Riverside Drive, Florence, MA 

 
Discuss current events, international and domestic issues, controversies and crises. 

Each month the group offers 4-5 topics to discuss and debate. 

 

“Viewpoints” meets on the first Thursday of every month from 12:30 to 2:00 pm.   It is a 

spontaneous discussion group open to all LIR members.   No preparation is required. 

Starting a session, the group is invited to propose several topics for discussion and debate.   Each 

topic is given sufficient time for all viewpoints to be expressed, although some members may 

prefer simply to listen. 

The group strives to maintain a civil, good-humored climate of discussion in which there are 

respectful but spirited exchanges of fact and opinion.  

 

For directions to Highland Valley Elder Services, 

contact Hy Edelstein. 
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MEMORIAL PROGRAM – PHOTOS BY KATY VAN GEEL AND NINA SCOTT 
Sara Wright brought in a fragment of Longfellow poem which had been a favorite of Pat Keating, 

past president of 5CLIR: 

What then?  Shall we sit idly down and say 

The Night hath come, it is no longer day? 

For age is opportunity no less 

Than youth itself, though in another dress. 

And as the evening twilight fades away, 

The sky is filled with stars, invisible by day. 

(Longfellow) 

 

 

 



5CLIR Reporter February 2015 

[12] 

 

 

  



5CLIR Reporter February 2015 

[13] 
 

 

NEWS FROM LONGTIME 5CLIR MEMBER, SALLY WILBUR  
“My big news is that my Memoir, FROM THERE TO HERE, My Journey from Constantinople to 

Fayetteville, NY, has just been published”. 

Having tragically lost her mother while still a toddler and having lived on three continents while 

growing up, Sally Wilbur's book explores how she got “from there to here.” It is not just her own 

life’s story, which starts with her birth in Constantinople, Turkey, but is also the story of her three 

parents, of their parents, and of those who came before them. Told largely in their own words from 

letters and diaries, those stories tell of her great-grandfather’s meeting with Abraham Lincoln in the 

streets of Washington, DC, while serving as chaplain during the Civil War, of her step-grandmother’s 

difficulties as a 20-something single woman from Nebraska serving as a missionary in the remote 

and mountainous northeastern corner of the Ottoman Empire during the 1880s, of her father’s 

transformative experiences serving Britain in the trenches on the Western Front, of the difficulties 

her birth mother faced as both a mother and a missionary in a distant land, and of her second 

mother’s arrest and trial in Turkey for the crime of attempting to convert Muslim schoolgirls to 

Christianity. 

In FROM THERE TO HERE we share the joys of her father and mother at the birth of their daughter, 

and the shock and sadness of all at her mother’s sudden death, follow the courtship of her father 

and second mother, eavesdropping as they plan for their future and then, once married, cope with 

their underlying incompatibility. And along the way, we watch as Mrs. Wilbur grows up, first as a 

Missionary Kid in the Middle East and then, after a brief year in England, as a Preacher’s Kid in 

Massachusetts, as she leaves home for college, on her return meeting and falling in love with her 

first husband, and as she copes with the divorce of her father and second mother, then watches her 

parents move on and find new contentment. A heartwarming tale of a woman from the Greatest 

Generation and her family triumphing over disappointment and tragedy, hardship and loss to find 

love and meaning, Sally Wilbur’s book is at its heart the story of a daughter getting to understand 

her place in the world.       
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5CLIR 2014–2015  

OFFICERS, COUNCIL MEMBERS & COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE  
 

President: Michael Greenebaum (1 year term ends 6/30/15) 

Vice President/President Elect: Sheila Klem (1 year term ends 6/30/15) 

Past President:   Carol Jolly (1 year term ends 6/30/15) 

Secretary:  Ellen Peck (1 year term extended to 6/30/15) 

Treasurer:  Betsy Loughran (1 year term ends 6/30/15) 

Assistant Treasurer: Susan Beer (1 year term ends 6/30/15) 

 

COUNCIL MEMBERS  
 

Rafe de Lima (1 year term ends 6/30/15) 

Jim Perot (3 year term ends 6/30/15) 

Jim Scott (3 year term ends 6/30/15) 

Dean Poli (3 year term ends 6/30/16) 

Fran Volkmann (3 year term ends 6/30/16) 

Zina Tillona (3 year term ends 6/30/16) 

Jim Averill (3 year term ends 6/30/17) 

Marybeth Bridegam (3 year term ends 6/30/17) 

Tyll van Geel (3 year term ends 6/30/17) 

 
COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
                   
Curriculum Committee: Betsy Siersma (3 year term ends 6/30/16) & Dean Poli (3 year term ends 

6/30/17) 

Finance Committee: Betsy Loughran (3 year term ends 6/30/16) 

Great Decisions: Jacob Greenburg (3 year term ends 6/30/17) 

Member Services Committee: Henny Lewin & Joan McKelvey (3 year terms end 6/30/15) 

Public Relations Committee (Publicity): Joan Wofford pro tem (3 year term ends 6/30/14) 

Special Programs: Ina Luadtke (3 year term ends 6/30/16) 

Tech Committee: Jim Perot (3 year term ends 6/30/15) 

Winter/Summer Programs: Honoré David pro tem (3 year term ends 6/30/14) & Ruth Kosiorek 
(3 year term ends 6/30/15)   

 
Historian: Sara Wright (3 year term extended to 6/30/15) 

Ombudsman: Anne Lombard (1 year term ends 6/30/15) 

Five Colleges, Inc., Liaison: Larry Ambs (3 year term ends 6/30/15) 
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5CLIR CALENDAR 

 

 2015 
 

January  8  Memorial Program, 10 a.m. – noon, Amherst College Alumni House 

9  Snow date for Memorial Program, same time and place  

No Executive Committee meeting  

No Curriculum Committee meeting  

No Council  

 

February 5   Executive Committee Meeting, 1:15 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. 

5  Curriculum Committee Meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. 

12  Council Meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. 

13 New Members Coffee, 10:00–12:00 noon, Loomis Village, South Hadley 

23  First day of spring semester seminars 

  

March  5  Executive Committee meeting, 1:15 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. 

5 Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. 

6  Meeting for Potential Moderators, 10:00 a.m.–noon, Northampton Lathrop 

12  Council meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. 

15 Deadline for proposals for fall semester 2015 

 

April  2 Executive Committee meeting, 1:15 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. 

2  Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. 

9  Council meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. 

* Spring Social Event TBA 

26  (Sunday) Annual Meeting 1:15/Preview 2:00–3:45 p.m., Smith Campus Center 

  

May  7  Last day of spring semester seminars (last snow date: May 14)  

7  Executive committee meeting, 1:15 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. 

7  Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. 

14 Council meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. 

18  Close of registration for inclusion in any lottery for fall 2015 seminars  

25  Lottery for oversubscribed fall seminars 

  

June  4  Executive committee meeting, 1:15 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. 

4   Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. 

11  Council meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. 
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Five College Learning in Retirement 

Neilson Library, Smith College 

Northampton, MA 01063 

 

Phone: (413) 585-3756 

Email: 5clir@smith.edu 

Website: www.5clir.org 
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