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CALENDAR 

MARCH 

 Thu 5 – Special Program: Viewpoints with Hy Edelstein, 12:30-2:00 p.m., Highland Valley Elder 

Services, 320 Riverside Drive, Florence. Contact: Hy Edelstein. No need to register! 

 Thu 5 – Executive Committee meeting, 1:15-2:00 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. 

 Thu 5 – Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15-4:15 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. 

 Fri 6 – Planning Meeting for New Moderators, 10 a.m.-noon, Lathrop Community Meeting 

House, 1 Shallowbrook Lane, Northampton. No need to register! 

 Fri 6 – Special Program: Two Encore Presentations: Relocation of Quabbin Houses by Jackie 

Tuthill, 11:00 a.m.-noon, Quabbin Schools by Sherry Wilson, noon-1:00 p.m., Applewood, 1 

Spencer Drive, Amherst. Contacts: Larry Ambs and Katy van Geel.  Open to the public. No need 

to register! 

 Fri 6, 13, 20, & 27 – Special Program: French conversation, 1:30-3:30 p.m. Contact: Judith Pool. 

 Thu 12 - Council meeting, 2:15-4:15 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. 

 Fri 13 – Special Program: Two Encore Presentations: Self-Determination v. Territorial Integrity, 

with special reference to the Ukraine by Jim Averill, 11:00 a.m.-noon, Memories of World War II: 

England by Ann Martin, noon-1:00 p.m., Applewood, 1 Spencer Drive, Amherst. Contacts: Larry 

Ambs and Katy van Geel.  Open to the public. No need to register! 

 Fri 13– Special Program: Opera Prep with Peg Bedell, Rossini’s La Donna del Lago, 2:00-3:00 

p.m., Lathrop Community Meeting House, 1 Shallowbrook Lane, Northampton. Contact: Peg 

Bedell. No need to register! 

 Thu 19 – Special Program: Finding Family Interest, 1:45-3:45 p.m., Dewey Hall, Smith College. 

Contact: Bobbie Reitt. 

 Thu 19 – Special Program: Science Roundtable, Sperm Delivery in Flowering Plants presented 

by Dr. Peter Hepler, an emeritus professor from the UMass Department of Biology, 2:00-3:30 

p.m., Lathrop Community Meeting House, 1 Shallowbrook Lane, Northampton. Contacts: John 

Armstrong and Dottie Rosenthal. 
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 Fri 20 – Special Program: Encore Presentation: The Role of Music in the Social and Protest 

Movements of the 1960’s by Michael Brooks, 11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m., Applewood, 1 Spencer Drive, 

Amherst. Contacts: Larry Ambs and Katy van Geel.  Open to the public. No need to register! 

 Thu 26 – Special Program: Travel Interest Group, Joan Davis will present Polar Bears and Larry 

Rankin will present Antarctica, 2:00-4:00 p.m., Lathrop Community Meeting House, 1 

Shallowbrook Lane, Northampton. Contact: Joan Wofford. 

 Fri 27 – Special Program: Great Decisions: Sectarianism in the Middle East with Sohail Hashmi, 

9:30 a.m.-noon, Northampton Senior Center, 67 Conz Street, Northampton. Contact: Jake 

Greenburg. Open to the public. Tickets available at the door! 

 

First Day of Spring on Friday, March 20th 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 

PREVIEW OF SUMMER & FALL CATALOG ON SUNDAY, APRIL 26TH 

2:00–3:45 p.m. at the Smith College Campus Center in the Carroll Room 

(1:15–2:00 p.m. - Annual Meeting for 5CLIR Members)  
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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT, MICHAEL GREENEBAUM 

April is the cruelest month, claims T.S. Eliot, but in 5CLIR we beat him by a 

month.  March is usually our decision-making month.  Who will be nominated 

to be new officers?  What will our budget look like?  Are there any special 

matters to be brought before the membership at our Annual Meeting?  These 

are all on the table for discussion and decision by Council at our March 

meeting. 

I want to say a word about two of these matters.  Our Bylaws provide the 

framework for our organization.  It gives clear direction about our structure, 

the relationships among its parts, and its decision-making processes.  It should do these things at 

the most general level possible, leaving room for the organization to grow and change without 

needing to amend the Bylaws constantly.  This year, an ad hoc committee of Carol Jolly, Miriam 

Whitney, and Sara Wright presented some amendments to Council in February.  Many of their 

amendments were clarifications of wording, but some propose changes in our structure and 

procedures.  Council discussed them and found much to talk about.  Some Council members are 

considering amendments to the ad hoc committee proposals and these will come to Council in 

March, when a final vote is taken.  If Council approves amendments to our Bylaws, either those 

offered by the ad hoc committee or further proposed by Council, the amended Bylaws will be 

presented to the membership at our Annual Meeting on April 26th. 

But we have another framework too, and that is our annual budget.  I know that eyes tend to glaze 

over at the mention of that word, but stay with me for a moment, please.  Our treasurer and Finance 

Committee provide scrupulous stewardship of our budget as a financial plan, but a budget is more 

than a financial plan - it embodies the purposes and priorities of the organization.  It is a policy 

document.  Every year when Council approves the coming year budget and it is presented to the 

membership, we ought to be asking some complex and difficult questions:  what are our purposes? 

have our priorities changed?  are we doing things because we did them last year or because we are 

committed to doing them again?  does our budget reflect the organization we want to be or the 

organization we have been? 

These are vital questions because we are a frugal organization committed to living within our 

means.  Last year we almost did; luckily we have some savings to help us if we fall a little short.  This 

year we have been fortunate to have new members who, in addition to providing energy and 

enthusiasm, help to balance our budget.  Next year we expect to have additional expenses; do we 

meet them by raising dues, recommitting our efforts to get new members, or re-examining our 

purposes and priorities as they are reflected in our budget? 
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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT, MICHAEL GREENEBAUM (Continued) 

My own feelings, as I begin to see the light at the end of the presidential tunnel, is to do everything 

possible to avoid raising dues.  This may or may not be possible, and I have great confidence that 

the Finance Committee will make wise recommendations about this.  But I also believe that we are 

not necessarily well organized to address the kinds of questions raised in the third paragraph.  Is it 

time for another Ad Hoc Committee on Purposes and Priorities which might hold hearings and allow 

the membership to address these fundamental questions? 

Michael 

NEWS FROM COUNCIL 

At its February meeting, the 5CLIR Council received the report of the Ad Hoc Committee on the By-

laws, including their recommended changes to our current By-laws.  Among their recommendations 

are the following: 

 In Article II,  “. . .peer-led seminars that require the active participation. . .”, changes “require” 

to “depend on” 

 in Article III, changes “Classes of Membership” to “Membership Categories” 

 in Article V, the responsibility for updating the Operations Manual is shifted from the 

secretary to the vice president 

 in Article V, the relationship of Assistant Treasurer and Treasure is significantly changed and 

a new position of Past Treasurer is created.  In essence, this provides a three-year sequence 

similar to the Vice President-President-Past President sequence. 

 in Article VII, a chair of each standing committee is now expected to attend every council 

meeting, not just when business affecting their committee is on the agenda. 

 in Article X - the time by which 5CLIR members must submit amendments to Council in 

advance of the Annual Meeting is reduced from 90 days to 60 days. 

There are also numerous changes in wording which clarify but do not alter the substance of the 

Bylaws. 

Council members may offer amendments to the Ad Hoc Committee report prior to its March 12th 

meeting, at which time final action on the By-laws will be taken.  If amendments are approved by 

Council they will be submitted to the full membership for a vote at our Annual Meeting on April 

26th. 
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ENCORE PRESENTATIONS IN MARCH 

Come enjoy our Friday programs based on some outstanding seminars. The Encore Presentation 

Series will be held between the hours of 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. in the first floor meeting room at 

Applewood Retirement Community, 1 Spencer Drive, Amherst. Please park on the south side of 

Spencer Drive, not in the parking lots. Encore presentations are open to everyone, so feel free to 

invite friends, neighbors, relatives! People who have questions can contact Larry Ambs or Katy van 

Geel. 

RELOCATION OF QUABBIN HOUSES 
Jackie Tuthill 

March 6th, 11 am - noon 

Today in the Pioneer Valley and beyond are homes from the 18th Century that once stood in one of 

the four towns before the Quabbin reservoir was created.  Explore some of the fascinating details of 

a few of these Quabbin houses' rebirth. 

QUABBIN SCHOOLS 
Sherry Wilson 

March 6th, noon - 1 pm 

The four "lost" towns of the Quabbin – Dana, Enfield, Greenwich and Prescott – each had several 

grammar schools starting in the 18th and early 19th centuries. They were primarily one-room 

neighborhood schoolhouses. Older students went to high school in Belchertown, New Salem, or 

Athol. There was also a private school for orphans in Greenwich. This presentation concentrates on 

the buildings, curriculum and teachers of the late 19th and early 20th centuries 

SELF-DETERMINATION V. TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY, 
WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO THE UKRAINE 

Jim Averill 

March 13th, 11 am - noon 

Self-determination and Territorial Integrity are fundamental principles of international relations; 

they are also the source of much conflict, especially when abetted by outside interests. This is 

illustrated by the conflict in the Ukraine, which has cost over 4,000 lives in the past few years. 

Unfortunately, the Ukraine is not an exception: Cyprus, Kosovo, Spain, Palestine, and even the USA 

are a few other places of actual or potential conflict between the principles of Self-determination 

and Territorial Integrity. 

MEMORIES OF WORLD WAR II: ENGLAND 
Ann Martin 

March 13th, noon - 1 pm 

I will share memories of my childhood growing up in England during World War II. 
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THE ROLE OF MUSIC IN THE SOCIAL AND PROTEST MOVEMENTS OF THE 1960’S 
Mike Brooks 

March 20th, 11 am – 1 pm 

A fall 2014 seminar entitled "The Times They Are a-Changin'" focused on the dynamic, and often 

turbulent, decade of the 1960's in America. One session featured an examination of the relationship 

of music, especially folk and rock, to the civil rights, anti-war, and other major social movements of 

that decade. Employing a number of YouTube excerpts, this Encore presentation will provide a mu-

sical stroll down Memory Lane, while illustrating the important roles played by music in the pro-

cesses of social change. [Note: Mike's presentation will take more than one hour, so his will be the only 

presentation given on March 20.] 

FROM THE CURRICULUM COMMITTEE 

The deadline for seminar/workshop proposals for fall 2015 is March 15th. Click here for an online 

seminar proposal form.  

For those who have an idea for a seminar, or a germ of an idea, or have questions about thinking 

through their seminar, you are cordially invited to attend a: 

PLANNING MEETING FOR POTENTIAL MODERATORS 

Friday, March 6, 2015, 

10:00 a.m.-12:00 noon, at 

The Meeting House, Northampton Lathrop 

This meeting is intended for those 5CLIR members who are interested in offering a seminar and 

would welcome some assistance with its development. You are strongly urged to attend if you: 

 would like to moderate a seminar but have not yet identified an appropriate topic; have the 

kernel of an idea for a potential seminar, but can use some help in putting it together; 

 have a plan for a seminar but must solve a particular knotty problem before it is polished 

and complete; 

 can use some help in thinking through the technology issues associated with your seminar 

idea; and/or 

 are interested in the possibility of a Co-Moderator with whom to share ideas and 

responsibilities. 

Past and present moderators are encouraged to attend as well, but the major focus will be on 

those who have not previously moderated a 5CLIR seminar, are interested in exploring the 

feasibility of their ideas, and would like assistance in developing those ideas into compelling and 

successful seminars. A group of experienced moderators will be on hand to brainstorm, discuss, 

and resolve problems individually and in small groups.  You need not register for this event; just 

bring your ideas and questions! 

http://www.jotform.us/form/40097839417160
http://www.jotform.us/form/40097839417160
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GREAT DECISIONS TO BEGIN AT THE END OF MARCH 
Great Decisions events take place on Friday mornings between 9:30 am and noon at the 

Northampton Senior Center. Please note there is no seminar on Friday, April 3rd in observance of 

the holidays. This year’s topics (chosen from a member survey) are: 

 Sectarianism in the Middle East with Sohail Hashmi on March 27 

 Russian and the Near Abroad with Constantine Pleshakov on April 10 

 Privacy in the Digital Age with Martha Merrill Umphrey on April 17 

 India Changes Course with Kavita Khoury on April 24 

 Human Trafficking in the 21st Century with Erin Albright on May 1 

For more details or to order tickets online, please visit the Great Decisions page of our website at 

5clir.org/great-decisions. 

 

 

  

http://www.5clir.org/great-decisions
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5CLIR - METROPOLITAN OPERA LIVE IN HD - 2014-2015 

We meet on Fridays, at the Northampton Lathrop Community Room, 2:00–3:00 p.m. A series of HD 

video productions of operas performed at the Metropolitan Opera will be shown at the Hadley 

Cinemark Theater on Saturday afternoons. Tickets should be purchased by 5CLIR members in 

advance. In preparation for seeing (and hearing) them, Peg Bedell will offer an introduction to each 

opera on the preceding Friday. Anyone interested may attend any session. For more information, 

contact Peg.                                             

PREP DATE COMPOSER: OPERA LIVE DATE TIME ENCORE DATE TIME LENGTH 

March 13 Rossini: LA DONNA DEL LAGO March 14 12:55 March 18 6:30 3:30 

April 24 

Double Feature: 

Mascagni’s Cavalleria Rusticana 

and Leoncavallo’s Pagliacci 

April 25 12:30 April 29 6:30 3:30 

Prep:  Peg Bedell, Fridays, Lathrop Community Meeting House, 2:00-3:00 

Live in HD: Cinemark, Hadley, Saturdays at 12:55 (12:30 for the two double features) 

Encores:  Cinemark, Hadley, Wednesdays at 6:30 

 

LEGISLATORS SHARE THEIR THOUGHTS  
By Carol Jolly 

The Coolidge Museum at Forbes Library was the setting for Learning in Retirement's annual Legis-

lators' Forum on Friday, February 7, 2015.  The capacity crowd of some 40 members and guests had 

an opportunity to hear from State Senate President Stan Rosenberg and area Representatives Ellen 

Story, John Scibak, and Peter Kocot.   In their opening remarks, each legislator offered insights about 

the problems and prospects they will face in the coming session.  Notably, each of them spoke pos-

itively about the likelihood of good coordination between the legislature and Governor Charlie 

Baker.   

During the lively Question and Answer session, the speakers touched on such diverse subjects as 

the budget outlook, labeling of Genetically Modified food, renewable energy, funding for public 

school and higher education, and the possibility of a tax increase.   One of the informative points 

made was the low proportion of progressive legislators, even though both Houses are so heavily 

Democratic; this led to the conclusion that, despite many major needs, the prospects for a tax 

increase are minimal.  After the formal session adjourned, attendees had a chance to chat 

informally with the 4 speakers.  The event was informative and enjoyable thanks to the planning 

and preparations made by the Winter Programs Committee.  
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SCIENCE ROUNDTABLE – SPERM DELIVERY IN FLOWERING PLANTS 

 

On Thursday, March 19, Dr. Peter Hepler, an emeritus professor from the University of 

Massachusetts Department of Biology, will speak to the Science Roundtable on “Sperm Delivery in 

Flowering Plants.” Sperm of flowering plants reach egg cells through pollen tubes (pictured above 

are pollen tubes stained with a fluorescent dye), which grow extremely quickly. Dr. Hepler uses 

electron microscopy and dyes to understand how they grow and will illustrate his talk with photos 

and videos. 

 

In April, 2015, Dr. Hepler will be awarded an “Honorary Fellowship of the Royal Microscopical 

Society”, which will be celebrating its 175th birthday. The honorary fellowships are “bestowed by 

the Society for eminence in microscopy and related branches of science or for exceptional service 

to science.” Among past recipients are Louis Pasteur, Asa Gray, Thomas Huxley, and Joseph Lister.  

 

This session of the Science Roundtable will take place in the Meeting House of the Lathrop 

Community off Bridge Road in Northampton from 2:00 to 3:30 p.m. So as not to interrupt this 

illustrated talk, we request that you plan to arrive a few minutes early. As always, we also 

ask you to observe the parking signs along Shallowbrook Drive and to car pool if possible. 

 

The Science Roundtable is open to all members of Five College Learning in Retirement as well as 

residents of the Lathrop Communities. If you have any questions, please contact one of the co-

leaders: John Armstrong or Dottie Rosenthal.  
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5CLIR LUNCHEONS 
The Membership Services Committee is planning a series of luncheons on Sunday, April 19th at noon for 

all LIR members. These pot luck luncheons will be hosted by folks who are willing to have 8 to 12 

people in their homes. The hosts are responsible only for the set up and beverages. We need a minimum 

of 18 homes in order to proceed with this event. Please call Frieda Howards if you would be willing to 

be a host. 

 

NEW MEMBER COFFEE PHOTOS BY HENNY LEWIN 

 
Joan, Henny and Frieda 
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5CLIR 2014–2015  

OFFICERS, COUNCIL MEMBERS & COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE  
 

President: Michael Greenebaum (1 year term ends 6/30/15) 

Vice President/President Elect: Sheila Klem (1 year term ends 6/30/15) 

Past President:   Carol Jolly (1 year term ends 6/30/15) 

Secretary:  Ellen Peck (1 year term extended to 6/30/15) 

Treasurer:  Betsy Loughran (1 year term ends 6/30/15) 

Assistant Treasurer: Susan Beer (1 year term ends 6/30/15) 

 

COUNCIL MEMBERS  
 

Rafe de Lima (1 year term ends 6/30/15) 

Jim Perot (3 year term ends 6/30/15) 

Jim Scott (3 year term ends 6/30/15) 

Dean Poli (3 year term ends 6/30/16) 

Fran Volkmann (3 year term ends 6/30/16) 

Zina Tillona (3 year term ends 6/30/16) 

Jim Averill (3 year term ends 6/30/17) 

Marybeth Bridegam (3 year term ends 6/30/17) 

Tyll van Geel (3 year term ends 6/30/17) 

 
COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
                   
Curriculum Committee: Betsy Siersma (3 year term ends 6/30/16) & Dean Poli (3 year term ends 

6/30/17) 

Finance Committee: Betsy Loughran (3 year term ends 6/30/16) 

Great Decisions: Jacob Greenburg (3 year term ends 6/30/17) 

Member Services Committee: Henny Lewin & Joan McKelvey (3 year terms end 6/30/15) 

Public Relations Committee (Publicity): Joan Wofford pro tem (3 year term ends 6/30/14) 

Special Programs: Ina Luadtke (3 year term ends 6/30/16) 

Tech Committee: Jim Perot (3 year term ends 6/30/15) 

Winter/Summer Programs: Honoré David pro tem (3 year term ends 6/30/14) & Ruth Kosiorek 
(3 year term ends 6/30/15)   

 
Historian: Sara Wright (3 year term extended to 6/30/15) 

Ombudsman: Anne Lombard (1 year term ends 6/30/15) 

Five Colleges, Inc., Liaison: Larry Ambs (3 year term ends 6/30/15) 
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5CLIR CALENDAR 

 

 2015 
 

January  8  Memorial Program, 10 a.m. – noon, Amherst College Alumni House 

9  Snow date for Memorial Program, same time and place  

No Executive Committee meeting  

No Curriculum Committee meeting  

No Council  

 

February 5   Executive Committee Meeting, 1:15 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. 

5  Curriculum Committee Meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. 

12  Council Meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. 

13 New Members Coffee, 10:00–12:00 noon, Loomis Village, South Hadley 

23  First day of spring semester seminars 

  

March  5  Executive Committee meeting, 1:15 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. 

5 Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. 

6  Meeting for Potential Moderators, 10:00 a.m.–noon, Northampton Lathrop 

12  Council meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. 

15 Deadline for proposals for fall semester 2015 

 

April  2 Executive Committee meeting, 1:15 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. 

2  Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. 

9  Council meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. 

* Spring Social Event TBA 

26  (Sunday) Annual Meeting 1:15/Preview 2:00–3:45 p.m., Smith Campus Center 

  

May  7  Last day of spring semester seminars (last snow date: May 14)  

7  Executive committee meeting, 1:15 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. 

7  Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. 

14 Council meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. 

18  Close of registration for inclusion in any lottery for fall 2015 seminars  

25  Lottery for oversubscribed fall seminars 

  

June  4  Executive committee meeting, 1:15 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. 

4   Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. 

11  Council meeting, 2:15–4:15 p.m., Five Colleges, Inc. 
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