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WELCOME 

Founded in 1988-1989, Five College Learning in Retirement (5CLIR) serves the Pioneer Valley of 
Western Massachusetts. It is sponsored by Five Colleges, Incorporated, a consortium formed by 
Amherst College, Hampshire College, Mount Holyoke College, Smith College, and the University of 
Massachusetts at Amherst. It is an affiliate of the Road Scholar Lifelong Learning Network. 
 

The Programs 

Each spring and fall, a set of peer-learning seminars are offered. These seminars are coordinated 
by members and are different every session. Peer-led seminars and workshops are the core 
activities of Five College Learning in Retirement and are designed to engage the active learner. 
 
In addition to the seminars, we offer a set of special programs and a series of presentations called 
Great Decisions, a Foreign Policy Association program, which provides a forum open to the public 
to discuss pressing foreign policy issues with national experts. 
 
Between the spring and fall sessions, we have a number of summer and winter programs. Our 
summer, winter and special programs present opportunities for our members to share activities 
and interests with other members. 
 
The Membership 

Our members are a group of intellectually curious individuals who want to pursue new fields of 
interest or to revisit interests too long neglected. We are characterized by a willingness to share 
the knowledge and insights we have gained over lifetimes variously experienced. 
 
Brief History 

The Learning in Retirement movement began some thirty five years ago at the New School for 
Social Research in New York City. Now generally called “Life-Long Learning Institutes” or LLIs, 
such organizations are blossoming around the country. 5CLIR is now one of the more established 
of the many LLIs around the country and one of the more autonomous. 
 
How to Join 

Just enroll and pay online (additional processing fees) or complete the membership form with this 

catalog and mail your check to 5CLIR, Neilson Library, Smith College, Northampton, MA 01063. 

 
Cost Type Benefits 

$250 Full Year: July 1st – June 30th All programs and privileges 

$125 Half Year for New Members Fall or spring term; all programs and privileges 

$125 Associate for Former Full Year Members No seminars or voting right 

 
Assistance Fund: The Membership Assistance Fund makes 5CLIR membership available to 

everyone.  It is funded by generous donations from fellow members. 

  

https://www.fivecolleges.edu/
http://www.roadscholar.org/
http://www.newschool.edu/irp/
http://www.newschool.edu/irp/
http://www.roadscholar.org/ein/map_usca.asp
https://secure.jotform.us/form/40124424174141
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SUMMARY OF SEMINARS –  SPRING SEMESTER 2016 
February 22nd –  May 5 th (May 12th, last snow date) 

 

Monday Mornings (10:00 am–noon unless otherwise specified)  

The Golden Age of the Arabs (page 17) – Jim Harvey & Pete Reitt – Smith College: Lilly Hall, Room 

308, Northampton 
 

Memorable Structures and Inventions Since 1800 (page 20) – Larry Ambs & Bob Romer – UMass: 

Transit Facility, north end Commonwealth Avenue, on right, before Governor’s Drive, Amherst 
 

Alfred, Lord Tennyson’s Relation to Victorian Times: Does He Relate to Ours? (page 10) – Saul 

Kent & Helene Lambert – Amherst College: Converse Hall, Porter Lounge, 100 Boltwood Avenue, 

Amherst 
 

Monday Afternoons (1:30–3:30 pm unless otherwise specified)  

We’re All Artists Now (page 26) – Ruthie Kosiorek & Martha Brouwer – Hitchcock Center for the 

Environment, 525 South Pleasant Street (Route 116), Amherst [No seminar April 18] 
 

Who’s On First: Biographies of American Comedy (page 27) – Neil Novik & Rich Szlosek – Smith 

College: Lilly Hall, Room 308, Northampton 
 

Writing to Remember – Blue Section (page 29) – Henny Lewin & Penny Johnson – Lilly Library, 19 

Meadow Street, Florence 
 

Tuesday Mornings (9:30–11:30 am unless otherwise specified)   

2016 Primary and Caucus Season (Presidential Election Part 1) (page 9) – Jay Russell & Chuck 

Gillies – Smith College: Dewey Hall, Common Room, Northampton 
 

Internet Privacy & Security: Issues, and Tools for Protection (page 18) – John Armstrong – Amherst 

Media, 246 College Street (Route 9, towards Belchertown), Amherst [Seminar meets 10:15–12:15] 
 

The Dismal Science: Economics! (page 13) – Hy Edelstein and Richard Hamilton – Lathrop 

Communities: Meeting House, 1 Shallowbrook Lane (off Bridge Road), Northampton 
 

Tuesday Afternoons (2:00–4:00 pm unless otherwise specified)  

Broadway Musicals (page 12) – Hill Boss – Rockridge Retirement Community: Library, 25 Coles 

Meadow Road, Northampton 
 

Politics and Representation of Lesbians in North American Cinema, 1960’s – Present (page 22) – 

Roberta Pato – Applewood: 1st floor meeting room, One Spencer Drive, Amherst [Seminar meets 

1:30–4:00] 
 

Primer in Climate Change Modeling (page 23) – Sandy Muspratt – Mount Holyoke College, 

Blanchard Campus Center, Room 213 
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Wednesday Mornings (10:00 am–noon unless otherwise specified)  

Mathematical Puzzles in Life (page 19) – Gary Roodman – Smith College: Dewey Hall, Common 

Room, Northampton [Seminar meets 9:30–11:30] 
 

T. S. Eliot’s London/London’s T. S. Eliot (page 14) – Michael Wolff – Applewood: 1st floor meeting 

room, One Spencer Drive, Amherst 
 

Genius and Neurosis Closely Allied: The James Family (page 16) – Jim Averill – UMass: Transit 

Facility, north end Commonwealth Avenue, on right, before Governor’s Drive, Amherst 

 

Reading Beowulf (page 25) – Elizabeth Armstrong – Amherst Woman’s Club: Dining Room, 35 

Triangle Street, Amherst [8 week seminar begins March 9] 
 

Wednesday Afternoons (1:30–3:30 pm unless otherwise specified)  

Expressing Your Artistic Spirit Through Photography (page 15) – Martin Espinola – Arcadia 

Wildlife Sanctuary, 127 Combs Road, Easthampton [No seminar April 20] 
 

The Old Days of the 30’s, 40’s, 50’s and 60’s (page 21) – Patricia Tillona – Amherst Woman’s Club: 

Dining Room, 35 Triangle Street, Amherst 
 

Poetry Out Loud (page 24) –Nancy Denig – Rockridge Retirement Community: Library, 25 Coles 

Meadow Road, Northampton [Seminar meets 2:00–4:00] 
 

Thursday Mornings (9:30–11:30 am unless otherwise specified)  

The Art and History of the Illustrated Book (page 11) – Ellen Kosmer & Betsy Siersma – Loomis 

Retirement Village: 3rd floor conference room, 246 North Main Street, South Hadley 
 

Why Do Many of Our Systems Seem to be Broken? (page 28) – Joan Wofford – Lathrop 

Communities: Meeting House, 1 Shallowbrook Lane (off Bridge Road), Northampton 

 

Writing to Remember – Red Section (page 30) – Zina Tillona & Ellen Peck – Grace Episcopal 

Church:  Connector (the new addition), 14 Boltwood Avenue (by the Town Common), Amherst 
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A  NOTE FROM THE CURRICULUM COMMITTEE 
To Current and Prospective Members of Five College Learning in Retirement:  

 
The Curriculum Committee of Five College Learning in Retirement is delighted to present this 
catalog of seminars for the spring 2016 term. Committee members and seminar moderators have 
worked together over the past several months to develop a curriculum that we believe reflects our 
members’ wide variety of interests. We hope that you agree and that you find among these 
offerings seminars that excite and challenge both heart and mind. 
 
Our peer-led seminars and workshops are the center of the 5CLIR program and their success 
depends on the quality of each member’s participation. In seminars, each participant is 
responsible for researching and making at least one presentation and for taking an active part in 
all discussions. In workshops, participants engage in active learning, often through hands-on 
activities that may be paired with presentations. 
 
5CLIR has an extensive inventory of audio/visual equipment that members may reserve to use in 
their seminar presentations. Any expenses such as texts, DVD/VCR rentals, photocopies, or artistic 
supplies are the responsibility of the participants.   
 
Participants may sign up for as many seminars/workshops as they wish.  Please review the 
schedule to ensure you do not register for 2 seminars held at the same time. 
 
The Committee would like to thank the members who have volunteered to moderate the 22 
seminars to be offered in the fall. Without their creativity and dedication, we would not have the 
high quality choices that you find in these pages. 
 

Members of the Curriculum Committee 2015-2016  Term Ends 

 

Michael Brooks, Co-Chair .............................................................................  June 30, 2016 

Diane Liebert ....................................................................................................  June 30, 2016 

Jean Miller ..........................................................................................................  June 30, 2016 

Dean Poli ............................................................................................................  June 30, 2016 

Betsy Siersma ...................................................................................................  June 30, 2016 

Miriam Whitney ...............................................................................................  June 30, 2016 

 

Claire Sherr ........................................................................................................  June 30, 2017 

Tyll van Geel, Co-Chair ..................................................................................  June 30, 2017 

 

Elizabeth Armstrong ......................................................................................  June 30, 2018 

Susan Beer .........................................................................................................  June 30, 2018 

Ruthie Kosiorek ...............................................................................................  June 30, 2018 

Henia Lewin ......................................................................................................  June 30, 2018 

Neil Novik ...........................................................................................................  June 30, 2018 

James Scott ........................................................................................................  June 30, 2018 
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2016  PRIMARY AND CAUCUS SEASON 

(PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION PART 1) 
 

Moderators: Jay Russell and Chuck Gillies  

Time: Tuesdays, 9:30 am–11:30 am  

Place: Smith College, Dewey Hall, Common Room, Northampton  

Parking: You will be issued a Smith campus parking permit  

 

To explore the spring 2016 presidential primary and caucus campaig ns 

leading to the fall election.  

 

Every Presidential election year since LIR's founding, it has offered a seminar in the fall on the 

general election. Many significant developments, however, occur during the spring before as 

candidates vie in primaries and caucuses to win the delegates needed to secure their parties' 

nominations.  
 

This seminar will examine, as much as possible from an actual "fair and balanced" perspective, 

candidates (their biographies, qualifications and experience, their positions on the issues, etc.), 

issues being discussed (or ignored) by the candidates, and aspects of the political process (e.g., the 

roles of the political parties in 2016, campaign finance, the role of social media, the impact and 

influence of Fox News, MSNBC and talk radio, etc.) that shape the conduct and perhaps determine 

the outcome of the campaign. The moderators will recommend one or two small books for 

members to read.  

 

Format:  Seminar 

 

Role of participants:  Each participant will give a 20-25 minute presentation on a candidate or 

on an aspect of the political process. Each meeting will consist of two presentations, a 10 minute 

question and discussion period following each presentation and, after a break, a round table 

session for all participants to discuss recent and upcoming developments in the various 

campaigns. 

 

Number of participants (including the moderator s): 18 

 

Resources: To be finalized and listed in a handout at the Preview. 

 

The Moderators:  Both moderators are self-professed "political junkies". Jay is a retired attorney 

who has been an LIR member since 2013. He has taken history and political seminars and is the 

co-moderator this fall of Presidents at the Law's Edge. Chuck has participated in and moderated 

earlier election seminars. He is interested in politics and history and the connections between 

them.  
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ALFRED,  LORD TENNYSON 'S RELATION TO VICTORIAN TIMES:  

DOES HE RELATE TO OURS? 
 

Moderators: Saul Kent and Helene Lambert  

Time:  Mondays,  10:00 am–noon 

Place:  Amherst College, Converse Hall ,  Porter Lounge,  100 Boltwood Avenue, 

Amherst  

Parking:  You will  be issued an Amherst  campus parking permit  

 

The purpose of this seminar is to examine Tennyson's life and work, including his 

critical rise and fall, in the context of his time and ours.  

 

We will read and report on Tennyson's life, times, work, and critical reputation, then and now. For 

example, what are the influences on him of Keats, Shelley, Coleridge and Wordsworth? How does 

his poetry influence Browning, Christina Rosetti, Swinburne, Wilde, the war poets and T.S. Eliot? Is 

he still an important voice today? 

 

Format:  Seminar 

 

Role of participants:  Participants will present selected poems or aspects of Tennyson's life and 

his times. We will read the poetry aloud together and discuss it.  

 

Number of participants (including the moderators):  16 

 

Resources:  Ricks, Christopher. Alfred, Lord Tennyson: Selected Poems. Penguin Classics, 

paperback. Available at Amazon and several copies in the local library system. 

 

The moderators:  Saul is a retired English teacher and principal who is interested in Victoriana. 

Helene is a long-time LIR member, and former librarian.  
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THE ART AND HISTORY OF THE ILLUSTRATED BOOK 
 

Moderators: Ellen Kosmer and Betsy Siersma  

Time: Thursdays, 9:30–11:30 am  

Place: Loomis Village, 3rd Floor Conference Room, 20 Bayon Drive, South Hadley  

Parking:  Ample parking on site  

 

An introduction to the history of illustrated texts from the E arly Middle Ages 

to the present . 

 

In this seminar we will explore the relationship of the text to the image and examine the varieties 

of media that were used for illustration. We will also discuss the audiences for whom these books 

were made. Children's illustrated books will NOT be covered. 

 

We will look at work ranging from medieval manuscripts, such as the Book of Kells and 

illuminated Books of Hours, early printed scientific treatises of the Renaissance with woodcut 

illustrations, to 18th and 19th century examples from the Arts and Crafts Movement. We will also 

look at 20th century artist's books such as those by Picasso and Matisse, and present day artists' 

work in book form. Japanese and Chinese scrolls will also be considered. 

 

Format:  Seminar 

 

Role of participants:  Each participant will select one topic or artist on which to present. Prior 

knowledge or expertise in art history is not necessary. We hope you will explore with us a 

fascinating and beautiful area in the history of art. In-class discussion will be encouraged. 

 

Number of participants (including the moderators):  18 

 

Resources:  A list of web based articles on manuscripts, artists, and sources for images will be 

provided at the Preview. 

 

The Moderators:  Ellen Kosmer is an artist and an art historian who specialized in medieval 

manuscripts. Betsy Siersma is an art historian and was a museum curator specializing in 

contemporary art. 
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BROADWAY MUSICALS 
 

Moderator: Hill Boss  

Time: Tuesdays, 2:00–4:00 pm  

Place: Rockridge Retirement Community,  Library, 25 Coles Meadow Roa d,  

Northampton 

Parking:  Ample parking on site  

 

Most Broadway musicals, familiar to us,  have significant political,  economic,  

or social themes which shape the content of  the piece.  This seminar will f irst  

play a CD of the musical, then a member will explain the content.  

 

Each participant will select a musical from the "Golden Age" of Broadway Musicals (1950-1970) 

and research the political, economic, and social themes that existed at the time and found their 

way into the story of the musical.  We will play the musical for the first hour, take a short break, 

and during the second hour the participant will lead a discussion. 

 

Format:  Seminar 

 

Role of participants:  Each participant will select a musical, research its background, and lead 

discussion of the musical (see description below).  

 

Number of participants (including the moderator): 10  

 

Resources:  I have CD's of most musicals, and members will research the background using books 

and articles. Members may borrow my CD for the week to help with the research. 

 

The Moderator:  I have been a Broadway Musical addict for over 60 years, and my experience as 

a history teacher has inspired me to explore the underlying conditions found in the musicals.  



5CLIR – Winter & Spring 2016 

13 

THE DISMAL SCIENCE:  ECONOMICS! 
 

Moderators: Hy Edelstein and Richard Hamilton  

Time: Tuesdays, 9:30–11:30 am   

Place:  Lathrop Communities,  1 Shallowbrook Lane (off  Bridge Road), Northampton  

Parking:  Ample parking on site  

 

To draw on the ideas of the great economic thinkers to understand events 

and issues of economic consequence over the last  200 years.  

 

In the 19th century Thomas Carlyle called the ravages of capitalism “the dismal science”. Thomas 

Malthus wrote that population growth would outrun the food supply needed to sustain it. 

Ultimately most of humanity would be condemned to an existence of abject poverty. But a century 

later John Keynes observed, “Practical men who believe themselves to be exempt from intellectual 

influences are usually the slaves of some defunct economist..."  

 

Today, in a Presidential election season, political parties are once again divided over how to 

manage a multi-trillion-dollar economy. Our seminar is not a course. Our focus will not be on the 

technical aspects of economics (its “science”), but on its general ideas and history --- and to what 

extent it succeeds in its claims. We will draw on the ideas of the great economic thinkers from 

Adam Smith to John Keynes to understand events and issues of economic consequence over the 

last 200 years. Some topics are: the Industrial Revolution, the Robber Barons, Theodore Roosevelt 

and Reform, the Great Depression, Labor Unions, WWII and after, Wall Street versus Main Street, 

the Federal Reserve, Income Inequality, Trade and Competitive Advantage, Money and Taxes, and 

the Computer Revolution. 
 

Format:  Seminar 
 

Role of participants:  Each participant is responsible for a presentation on an appropriate 

topic.  
 

Number of participants (including the moderators): 16 
 

Resources:  For reference and review, the following books are suggested and available in local 

public and college libraries: The Worldly Philosophers: the Great Economic Thinkers by Robert 

Heilbroner, Basic Economics by Thomas Sowell, and Economics by Paul Samuelson. The Internet is 

also a resource for readings of virtually every aspect of economics.  
 

The moderators: Moderator Hy Edelstein has held a number of management positions in 

industry and has been a member of 5CLIR for over a decade, having moderated seminars in 

history, philosophy, and biology. Co-Moderator Richard Hamilton taught European History for 37 

years at HCC and Westfield State University and has moderated three other LIR seminars. 
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T.  S.  ELIOT 'S LONDON AND/OR LONDON 'S T.  S.  ELIOT  
 

Moderator: Michael Wolff  

Time:  Wednesdays, 10 am–noon 

Place:  Applewood,  1 s t  Floor Meeting Room, One Spencer Drive, Amhers t  

Parking: Ample parking on site; please park on the outside curve of Spencer Drive, not 

in the parking lot!  

 

To study both my hometown and my once favorite poet. The Wasteland  (1922) is 

mainly about London and perhaps his greatest early poem. Born St. Lou is 1888, 

died London 1965, he was a committed reactionary but also probably a genius.  

 

Eliot called himself "an Anglo-Catholic in religion, a classicist in literature, and a royalist in 

politics". 

 

We'll study The Wasteland and read a standard biography (his two marriages, his friendships with 

W.B. Yeats, Groucho Marx, his probable anti-Semitism, etc.). Readings may include The Love-Song 

of J. Alfred Prufrock; one or more of The Four Quartets; The Hollow Men; one or more short poems; 

one or more plays (Murder in the Cathedral, The Cocktail Party); one or more essays (Notes 

towards the Definition of Culture, The Idea of a Christian Culture); Old Possum's Book of Practical 

Cats. 

 

We will decide in advance how to study London: chronologically, theologically, teleologically, 

phenomenologically, metaphorically, geographically, or some combination of the above. We may 

focus on the working-class East End but Eliot’s deepest love was for London.  

 

Format:  Seminar 

 

Role of participants:  Each participant will choose an hour between the second and next-to-last 

sessions of the seminar and lead a discussion about one of the works of T. S. Eliot and will take 

part in the discussions led by other participants. 

 

Number of participants (including the moderator):  16 

 

Resources:  Will choose texts later when I have a better idea of what people want to read. We will 

refer to Christopher Logue’s London in Verse. 

 

The moderator:  I’ve moderated many seminars from London World City to Oscar Wilde: Strange 

Genius. A native Londoner, I have degrees from Cambridge and Princeton. For over 60 years my 

field of research has been Victorian Britain. 
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EXPRESSING YOUR ARTISTIC SPIRIT THROUGH PHOTOGRAPHY  
 

Moderator: Martin Espinola 

Time: Wednesdays, 1:30–3:30 pm [No seminar April 20] 

Place:  Arcadia Wildlife Sanctuary, 127 Combs Road,  Easthampton 

Parking:  Ample parking on site  

 

This is a 10 session workshop for those who want to more clearly express 

the essence of what they see when using a digital  camera.  It will focus on the 

use of  artistic composition and use of  the features available on today’s digital 

cameras.  

 

The guidelines for artistic composition will be presented in the first class. Thereafter 

it’s weekly practice “shooting” and reviewing results together. The structure will be somewhat 

informal with discussion of how to best convey what inspired the taking of the photograph. There 

will be simple explanations of the features of modern cameras and how they can be used to 

visually express what the mind-eye sees.  The moderator will be available to meet after sessions.  

 

Format:  Workshop 

 

Role of participants:  Participants should be familiar with the basic features of their 

cameras. Along with commentary from the moderator, participants will be asked to analyze their 

own images in light what they have learned about composition and the use of their own camera to 

achieve desired results. One to three self-selected images will be shared with the group at each 

session for analysis. Images may be viewed on a laptop computer, or by providing a memory card 

or thumb drive for projection.   

 

Number of participants (including the moderator): 10 

 

The Moderator:  The moderator has been a newspaper and freelance photographer. He has 

taught adult education courses and presented a variety of workshops on photography. He 

presently focuses on nature photography and exhibits locally.  
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GENIUS AND NEUROSIS CLOSELY ALLIED:  THE JAMES FAMILY  
 

Moderator: Jim Averill  

Time: Wednesdays, 10:00 am–noon  

Place: UMass Transit Facility, Commonwealth Avenue, Amherst  

Parking: Parking in adjacent Lot 45; directions will be given   

 

In this seminar we will  examine the life and times of the James family,  with 

particular emphasis on the philosophy of William and the novels of Henry, Jr.  

 

Henry James, Sr. was an original religious thinker and social pundit. He and his wife Mary ("the 

keystone of the arch") had five children: the psychologist/philosopher, William; the novelist, 

Henry, Jr.; two younger brothers, Garth and Robertson, who were civil-war heroes but mostly 

failures in their subsequent endeavors; and Alice, the only daughter. Suffering from chronic 

"neurasthenia," Alice was confined to bed much of her adult life. Nevertheless, she has become an 

icon of the feminist movement. We will explore the dynamics of the family as a whole as well as 

the contributions of each member individually. 

 

Format:  Seminar 

 

Role of participants:  Prepare a report and lead a discussion on a member of the James family 

and his or her contributions; alternatively, identify a condition or trait that recurs across 

generations and among siblings (e.g., depression, alcoholism, anxiety attacks) that illustrates the 

potential interplay between genius and neurosis, heredity and environment. The moderator will 

provide a list of potential topics and readings; however, participants are encouraged to select 

favorite works or topics not on the list, subject to feedback from the moderator.  

 

Number of participants (including the moderator ):  18 

 

Resources:  Before the start of the seminar all participants are asked to read the book, House of 

Wits: An Intimate Portrait of the James Family, by Paul Fisher (2008). Separate biographies are also 

available on nearly every member of the family. In addition to family dynamics, a major focus of 

the seminar will be on original works by William and Henry, Jr. 

 

Additional readings will be suggested depending on the topics selected by participants. 

 

The Moderator:  Jim Averill has a background in psychology and philosophy, and long has had 

an interest in the James family, their quirks and brilliance.  
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THE GOLDEN AGE OF THE ARABS  
 

Moderators: Jim Harvey and Pete Reitt  

Time:  Mondays,  10:00 am–noon 

Place: Smith College, Lilly Hall, Room 308, Northampton  

Parking: You will be issued a Smith College campus parking permit  

 

Provide a broad overview of  the rise and fall of Arab culture . 

 

The Arab world is the focus of many of today’s headlines. Wars, conflicts, terrorism dominate the 

stories about Arab countries. As a result, many Americans are unaware of the rich history of the 

Arab people and their amazing contributions to world culture. For at one time Arab science and 

culture were far ahead of Europe’s. Such words as “Algebra” and “Chemistry” are derived from 

Arabic, and bear witness to the contributions Arab scientists and mathematicians made to science.  

 

In this seminar we will trace the rise of the Arab empire from Mohamed’s day to its glory days 

when it stretched from India to Spain and when Baghdad and Cordoba were the intellectual 

centers of the world. We will examine its amazing military and political expansion after the death 

of Mohamed, as well as the Arab’s cultural accomplishments in literature, science, visual arts, etc.  

 

Examples of seminar presentations: The Career of Mohamed, The First Caliphs, Baghdad, Cordoba, 

Arab Math and Science, The Koran, Arab Poetry, The Book of the Thousand and One Nights, 

Architecture, Music, Saladin and the Crusaders, Contributions to Western Culture. Note: This is 

essentially a repeat of the seminar offered in 2010 entitled History of the Arabs. 

 

Format:  Seminar 

 

Role of participants:  Each participant is expected to (1) read the text, (2) deliver a half hour 

presentation and lead a discussion about it, and (3) participate in discussion of other 

presentations. 

 

Number of participants (including the moderator s): 17 

 

Resources:  TBD 

  

The Moderators:  Jim Harvey: My interest in the Arab world began as a result of my time in 

Pakistan, which though not Arab, is very much a part of the Islamic community that is derived 

from the Arab empires. Pete Reitt: I, like all Americans over the past decade or so, find myself 

forced to learn more about the Arab world; this seminar should provide a good foundation in that 

quest! 
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INTERNET PRIVACY &  SECURITY:  

ISSUES,  AND TOOLS FOR PROTECTION  
 

Moderator: John Armstrong  

Time:  Tuesdays,  10:15 am–12:15 pm [Note: later time]  

Place:  Amherst Media, 246 College Street (Route 9, toward Belchertown), Amherst  

Parking: Ample parking on site  

 

Explore online privacy issues and practice deploying tools that shield the user 

from the trackers and snoopers. 

 

Internet users have inadvertently given up all claim to online privacy in return for convenience 

and access to marvelous new resources. An individual click on a website may seem to be of no 

commercial value, but a hundred million clicks turn out to be worth millions to online companies 

we have never even heard of. In addition to the loss of privacy, Internet users are exposed to 

identity theft, financial scams, seriously unwelcome advertising, and other digital affronts. Every 

click you make on every web site is tracked and recorded by dozens of companies. We should 

assume every email we send could be read by entities that seek to profit from tracking us. 

 

This combined seminar/workshop will provide opportunity for participants to present on these 

matters and to practice using digital tools which help protect us from being tracked and exploited. 

A list of suggested topics and tools will be supplied. In 'workshop mode' presenters will use the 

Internet to exhibit and explain the use of these tools. There are also many forms of online 

behaviors that help protect us.  

 

Format:  Workshop 

 

Role of participants:  Present on an issue related to online privacy/safety and, separately, 

exhibit the use of a particular anti-tracking, anti-snooping tool.  

 

Number of participants (including the moderator):  12 

 

Resources:  The moderator will provide a list of suggested topics and a list of available anti-

tracking, anti-snooping and anti-advertising tools. Participants should have a familiarity with 

computers and downloading software. 

 

The Moderator:  The moderator spent 30 years in R&D at IBM, and has been online since the 

70’s, well before the rise of the Internet as we know it.  
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MATHEMATICAL PUZZLES IN LIFE  
 

Moderator: Gary Roodman  

Time:  Wednesdays, 9:30–11:30 am [Note: earlier time]  

Place: Smith College, Dewey Hall ,  Common Room, Northampton   

Parking: You will  be issued a Smith campus parking permit  

 

This workshop will help participants develop their skill in analyzing and 

resolving real-life puzzles with a greater reliance on mathematical thinking.  

 

Almost every day we confront real-life puzzles that a little mathematical thinking can help resolve. 

This workshop will look at some of the puzzles that can be analyzed with basic, straightforward 

mathematics. Examples of questions we might consider include: In national elections, how can 

pollsters be so sure about their predictions when they only talk to 1000 people? Statistics show 

that the smallest states in the US tend to have the highest rates of brain cancer. Why is that? 

 

What is the fairest way to tally the votes in an election where there are more than two people 

running? When a medical test that is “80% reliable” says that you are sick, what is the chance that 

you really are? Did you know that back in time somewhere your mother and father have a direct 

ancestor in common? In analyzing such questions, the emphasis will be on thinking 

mathematically rather than on doing a lot of fancy math. Even people who think they are not very 

good at math will enjoy the discussions. The moderator will explain things, as necessary, as we go 

along, and we will do calculations only when they help us think about an interesting question.  

 

Format:  Workshop 

 

Role of participants:  The moderator will take the lead initially by proposing some questions 

for participants to work on in small groups in class and report back to everyone. Thereafter, he 

hopes that participants, on their own or in small groups, will find interesting questions to analyze 

and bring to class. The moderator has lots of sources from which participants might draw ideas. 

 

Number of participants (including the moderator):  15 

 

Resources:  The moderator will provide a bibliography and suggest resources to participants as 

topics arise. 

 

The Moderator:  The moderator of this workshop is not a mathematician, but he has been 

teaching and using mathematics to study interesting questions for many years. He will be available 

to assist participants who want to make presentations to the group.  
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MEMORABLE STRUCTURES AND INVENTIONS SINCE 1800 
 

Moderators: Larry Ambs & Bob Romer  

Time:  Mondays,  10:00 am–noon 

Place:  UMass Transit Facil ity,  Commonwealth Avenue, Amherst  

Parking: Parking in adjacent Lot 45; directions will be given  

 

We will study some of the great inventions or structures of  the last  2 00 years 

and their technical, cultural and social consequences.  

 

Think about some of the inventions that have changed the world – the telegraph, the automobile, 

the steam engine, the cotton gin, ... Or the structures that perhaps have not themselves changed 

the course of history but have dramatically changed the history of a country – The 

transcontinental railroad across the U.S., the Boston subway, the Panama Canal, the Erie Canal, the 

Grand Coulee Dam, Mass Production, the Atomic Bomb...  

 

The list is endless. For every example we can think of, there are stories – who invented it, who 

built it, did it require novel building techniques, how long did it take, and what motivated the 

inventors or builders? Authors such as David McCullough have written books on these topics (The 

Brooklyn Bridge, The Wright Brothers, etc.). However most of these treatments only considered 

the event. What about the consequences of the event? – How did the US before the railroad was 

built or before there was a telegraph, differ from what our country was afterward? What was the 

effect of the Erie Canal, and why did it fall into disuse? What were the social effects of the existence 

of a rapid transit system in Boston or New York? 
 

Format:  Seminar 
 

Role of participants:  Each member of the seminar will be responsible for a 30-minute 

presentation on some of the history and consequences of a memorable invention or structure of 

his or her choice. Some seminar members might consider partnering to discuss the automobile 

and its effects. Then the two of you could take a two-hour session, with one presentation 

concentrating on automobiles, Henry Ford’s creation of the assembly line, etc., while the other 

person would concentrate on what the automobile culture has done.  
 

Number of participants ( including the moderator s):  18 
 

Resources:  Many books have been written on the numerous topics which could be selected by 

participants. The internet will also be a valuable source. A list of potential topics will be available 

at the Spring Preview and discussion of a topic with the moderators is encouraged. 
 

The Moderators:  Both moderators have been interested in the interaction of technology and 

society for many years. Since joining LIR they have moderated many seminars dealing with culture 

and society.   
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THE OLD DAYS OF THE 30'S,  40'S,  50'S AND 60'S 
 

Moderator: Patricia Tillona  

Time:  Wednesdays, 1:30–3:30 pm 

Place:  Amherst Woman’s Club,  35 Triangle Street ,  Amherst  

Parking:  Ample parking on site  

 

To explore the decades we grew up in, and how differently we a s individuals 

lived and perceived them. 

 

Most of us grew up during the 30’s, 40’s, 50’s and 60’s and we experienced these times very 

differently. We lived in different places: some of us in cities like New York, others in small towns 

where we knew all of our neighbors and were on a first name basis with the butcher and/or the 

mailman. Still others may have come from farming communities, etc. It was different for all of us. 

Some families, like yours or someone you knew, may have struggled more than others, and had to 

find work outside their town, which required traveling. It was a different time and place for all of 

us. 

 

Format:  Seminar 

 

Role of participants:  Participants will be expected to prepare a presentation based on the 

decade(s) they grew up in, comparing, perhaps, then and now, the cost of things like food, clothing, 

and entertainment, and the ease or lack thereof of acquiring items that were important to us. 

Please remember, for this seminar personal experiences add a certain flavor to the mix, beyond 

reading about the times from books or articles.  

 

Number of participants (including the moderator):  16 

 

Resources:  Most information can be found on the internet. Also, the libraries are a good source 

for old newspapers on microfilm which will have advertisements and information about those 

times – the sorts of things that will help to jog your memory, a link to the way you remember what 

those days were like for you. 

 

The Moderator:  A native New Yorker and retired public school teacher. I've been involved with 

LIR for the past five years, having taken one or two seminars a semester and moderated once.  
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POLITICS AND THE REPRESENTATION OF LESBIANS  

IN NORTH AMERICAN CINEMA ,  1960'S-PRESENT 
 

Moderator: Roberta Pato  

Time:  Tuesdays, 1:30–4:00 pm [Note: longer time] 

Place:  Applewood, 1s t  Floor Meeting Room, One Spencer Drive, Amherst  

Parking: Ample parking on site; please park on the outside curve of Spencer Drive, 

not in the parking lot!  

 

This seminar will examine the changing representation of lesbians in cinema through the 

decades in relation to the changing social and political mores of the time. 

 

Discussion and screening of 10 films produced in North America created in each decade from 

1960 to the present time. Participants will delve into the political and social acceptance/rejection 

of homosexuality at the time each film was made and discuss other films that were created during 

each decade. 

 

Format:  Seminar 

 

Role of participants:  Before each screening one participant will send out a written 

presentation by email discussing the laws and political and social climate of the decade and 

society’s acceptance and rejection of homosexuality. After the screening, another participant will 

lead the discussion on how the film portrays this climate. Another participant can discuss other 

films available in this genre during the decade. In some cases due to the length of some of the films, 

the seminar may need to run for an additional ½ hour in order to fully accommodate discussion. 

 

Number of participants (including the moder ator): 18 

 

Resources:  Daughters of Desire, Lesbian Representations in Film – Shameem Kabir, The Celluloid 

Closet – Vito Russo, New Queer Cinema – B. Ruby Rich, 50 Years of Queer Cinema – Darwin Porter 

and Danforth Prince, The Gay Revolution – Lillian Faderman 

 

The Moderator:  I am a collector of Lesbian Film and currently I have amassed over 200 titles. I 

am an avid believer in Lesbian visibility in the media (film, art, TV, Publication) as a means for 

acceptance in society.  
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PRIMER IN CLIMATE CHANGE MODELING 
 

Moderator: Sandy Muspratt  

Time:  Tuesdays,  2:00–4:00 pm 

Place:  Mount Holyoke College, Blanchard Campus Center,  Room 213  

Parking: Parking available in Gorse Lot  

 

Participants will learn the computer 'modeling' techniques that will allow us 

to see in advance the consequences of actions and policies in environmental 

management.  

 

Using “system dynamics”, one of the most widely known and widely used methods of modeling, 

the workshop's participants will build programs that are easy and fun to learn and apply them to 

the environment and climate change. Participants will meet weekly to solve problems and address 

difficulties and for mutual support. Each will follow the curriculum presented in the text. The work 

of the workshop is done at home on a computer - a laptop that must be brought to each meeting. 

No new software is required; a modern internet browser is necessary, however, so participants' 

machines (Mac, Windows, Chrome, or Linux) should not be more than 5-7 years old.  

 

Format:  Workshop 

 

Role of participants: Work at constructing the various simple models, as presented in the text, 

from a variety of disciplines, culminating in a simple model of climate change. Participation in this 

workshop requires computer literacy, good internet connection and considerable homework in 

order to practice the technique. 

 

Number of participants (including the moderator):  8 

 

Resources: Ford, Andrew, Modeling the Environment, 2nd edition, 2010, available from Amazon: 

$25 and $37, and Island Press: $45. Required. https://www.e-education.PSU.edu/earth103 

 

The Moderator: LIR member, intermittently, for nine years, past treasurer. Moderator of 

seminar on “the bicycle” and workshop on the LOGO programming language. Believes that the 

personal computer is a unique tool which extends the individual's range for inquiry.  
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POETRY OUT LOUD 
 

Moderator: Nancy Denig  

Time: Wednesdays, 2:00–4:00 pm [Note: later time]  

Place: Rockridge Retirement Community, Library, 25 Coles Meadow Road, Northampton  

Parking: Ample parking on site  

 

How do you make a  poem your own? Read it aloud. Savor the words. Read it 

aloud again. Listen to the rhythm and message(s).  Read it a third time.  Let it 

sing and let it  soak in.  

 

In this seminar we will choose from a list of 49 poets laureate of the United States, starting in 

1937. They are appointed by the Librarian of Congress, with a loosely defined directive to promote 

poetry. All participants will participate in the reading of the poems, to be read aloud three times, 

allowing some time for comments before the final reading.  

 

Format:  Seminar 

 

Role of participants:  Each participant will choose a poet from the list provided, compile a 

packet of 10-15 poems, print ten copies, make a brief presentation of information on the poet and 

facilitate the readings and comments. 

 

Number of participants (including the moderator): 10 

 

Resources:  Libraries, internet, book loans from the moderator or other participants. Book 

purchases are optional. 

 

The Moderator:  Nancy Denig, a landscape architect by training, has published two books of her 

poetry. 

 

Additional Information:  This seminar is all about experiencing the spoken word and listening 

to the music of language. It is not intended as a venue for literary criticism or other academic 

approaches to poetry.  
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READING BEOWULF  
 

Moderator: Elizabeth Armstrong  

Time:  Wednesdays, 10 am–noon [Note: 8 week seminar begins March 9] 

Place:  Amherst Woman’s Club,  35 Triangle Street ,  Amherst  

Parking: Ample parking on site  

 

The purpose of this seminar is to familiarize ourselves with a foundational text 

of western culture; to learn something about the Old English language .  

 

Written in Old English before the 10th century C.E., Beowulf describes the adventures of a great 

Scandinavian warrior of the 6th century. A rich fabric of fact and fancy, Beowulf is the oldest 

surviving epic in British literature. 

 

The poem is strongly linked to the Germanic roots of the English nation and exhibits the 

characteristics of the English language before it was influenced by French, classical, and other 

non-Germanic cultures.  

 

Unlike the heroic age figures described in Beowulf, the poet is living in a Christianized nation with 

a growing sense of itself as an English, rather than Germanic, nation. The poet and his readers are 

looking back several hundred years to explore the dark beginnings of their own antecedents.  

 

These also are among the antecedents of today's western countries and modern cultures and the 

legends evoked in Beowulf are part of our heritage.  

 

Format:  Seminar 

 

Role of participants:  Participants will be expected to attend the sessions with the assigned text 

in hand, to read sections aloud and discuss the readings with the class. For those who want to 

enrich their experience, optional supplemental materials and activities will be suggested by the 

moderator. 

 

Number of participants (including the moderator):  minimum of 6 (no max.)  

 

Resources:  Beowulf: a New Verse Translation by Seamus Heaney, bilingual edition pub. 2000. 

 

The Moderator: Elizabeth Armstrong has conducted many seminars in literature, most recently 

The Art of the Novella.  
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WE 'RE ALL ARTISTS  NOW 
 

Moderators: Ruthie Kosiorek and Martha Brouwer  

Time:  Mondays,  1:30–3:30 pm  

Place:  Hitchcock Center for the Environment, 525 South Pleasant Street,  Amherst  

[Note: no seminar April  18] 

Parking: Ample parking on site  

 

Participants will develop and strengthen the natural curiosity, flexibility, 

independence and playfulness they had as a child. They will push their creative 

boundaries by trying new methods and media. 

 

Our best selves are only one doodle away!  Many books suggest that doing something creative has 

the same benefits as a weekend at Canyon Ranch, boosting self-esteem and reducing stress.  

 

This will not be a lecture-driven seminar. We want everyone to relax and have some fun and we 

will emphasize the joy of creating rather than the achievement of results.    

 

Together we will examine the allure of “I made this!”  Using various techniques such as stenciling, 

rubbing, stamping, and contour drawing, the participants will unlock their creative spirit. We will 

work with a variety of different media, colors, and tools. No previous art experience is necessary.   

 

Format:  Workshop 

 

Role of participants:  Each person will actively participate in that day's project. The object is 

not to produce a masterpiece but to enjoy the process of creating. 

 

Learn how to tap into the natural spontaneity and energy you enjoyed as a child. Don’t let the 

materials intimidate you— we will make experimenting fun! 

  

Number of participants (including the moderator s): 11 

 

Resources: Most materials will be provided by the moderators. 

 

The Moderators:  Ruthie was an art teacher in the Chicopee Public Schools, and is a docent at 

the MHC Art Museum.  Still active in the local art scene, she exhibits at area juried shows and has 

won several awards. Martha Brouwer's graphic design career included being the art director of 

four magazines. Over the past 15 years she has devoted herself to painting. Her work can be seen 

in commercial galleries in Seattle where she lived until last year.  
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WHO’S ON FIRST:  BIOGRAPHIES OF AMERICAN COMEDY 
 

Moderators: Neil Novik and Richard Szlosek  

Time: Mondays, 1:30–3:30 pm  

Place: Smith College, Lilly Hall, Room 308, Northampton  

Parking: You will be issued a Smith College campus parking permit  

 

This seminar will examine the historical importance and influence of  

American Comedy by considering the life and times of  the people who made 

us laugh.  

 

Ever since the days of Mark Twain, American humorists have entertained, enlightened, inspired, 

angered, and distracted us through good times and bad. Minstrel shows gave way to vaudeville, 

vaudeville to movies and radio, then to nightclubs and TV.  

 

We will examine the lives and historical contexts of some of the most important and influential 

performance comedians from about 1900 to 1980. By examining the lives of these performers and 

the times in which they lived, we will be looking at 20th Century American History through a 

unique lens: What we laughed at and why.  

 

The seminar will look at the lives of two comedians (or teams) each week, chosen from a list 

drawn up by the moderators. The complete list will be available at the Preview, and will include 

such people as: Amos ‘n Andy, Fanny Brice, Will Rogers, Jack Benny, Bob Hope. Laurel & Hardy, 

Abbott & Costello, The Marx Brothers, Lucille Ball, Mel Brooks, Carl Reiner, Lenny Bruce, Andy 

Kaufman, George Carlin, and many others. Participants will also be encouraged to augment their 

presentations with videos and recordings when available.  

 

Format:  Seminar 

 

Role of participants:  Each participant will make a presentation on the life and times of one 

comedian or team, emphasizing not only the biography of their subject but the historical, political, 

and/or geographical influences on their humor. Participants will also be encouraged to 

supplement their presentations with recordings or videos when available. 

 

Number of participants (including the moderators):  18 

 

Resources:  Books on American humor and comedians, as well as recordings are widely available 

at area libraries, and additional information, recordings and videos are available on the internet. 

 

The moderators:   Neil and Rich have both been seminar leaders, and have recently co-

moderated a seminar on the 1930’s. They are both pretty funny guys.  
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WHY DO MANY OF OUR SYSTEMS SEEM TO BE BROKEN? 
 

Moderator: Joan Wofford  

Time:  Thursdays,  9:30–11:30 am 

Place:  Lathrop Communities,  1 Shallowbrook Lane (off  Bridge Road), Northampton  

Parking: Ample parking on site  

 

This seminar will focus on a process of identifying dysfunctional systems a nd 

explore a methodology for confronting their current deficiencies . 

 

Most organizations today are run according to the managerial concepts developed and perfected 

in the early 20th century. Those ideas and practices which broke tasks into their smallest pieces 

enabled the accomplishments of the Industrial Revolution and modern ideas of efficiency. In the 

21st century, however, many current organizations and institutions, also managed according to 

those same principles, seem out of kilter with the realities they face. These institutions include 

health care, education, criminal justice, capitalism, political institutions, transportation systems 

etc. In fact, one often hears them referred to as “broken.” 

 

This seminar will focus on a process of identifying dysfunctional systems and explore a 

methodology for confronting their current deficiencies. We will use a recent book that lays out the 

organizational theory of the past and then examines the discrepancies encountered by the general 

leading US counter terrorism in Iraq in which our superiority in elite troops and technology was 

unable to defeat far less organized and equipped forces. 

 

While in part, a book about war, its author, General McChrystal, (who also teaches at Yale) 

illustrates his theory with other high profile endeavors like a Boston hospital’s response to the 

Marathon bombing and the analysis of plane accidents. Choose a dysfunctional institution and 

examine the assumptions on which it is built. 

 

Format:  Seminar 

 

Role of participants:  Choose a dysfunctional institution and examine the assumptions on 

which it is built. 

 

Number of participants (including the moderator):  18 

 

Resources:  Team of Teams: New Rules of Engagement for a Complex World by General Stanley 

McChrystal, Penguin, 2015 

 

The Moderator: Joan Wofford has moderated many seminars and has taught and published in 

the field of Organizational Behavior.  
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WRITING TO REMEMBER -  BLUE SECTION 
 

Moderators: Henny Lewin and Penny Johnson  

Time: Mondays, 1:30–3:30 pm  

Place: Lilly Library, 19 Meadow Street, Florence  

Parking: Ample parking on site  

 

Writing Your Own Story 

 

“Whatever we call the form – autobiography, memoir, personal history, family history – writing 

about one's life is a powerful human need. Who doesn't want to leave behind some record of his or 

her accomplishments, thoughts and emotions? If it's a family history it will have the further value 

of telling your children and your grandchildren who they are and what heritage they came from.  

 

“Writers are the custodians of memory, and memories have a way of dying with their owner. One 

of the saddest sentences I know is, ‘I wish I had asked my mother about that’” (Writing about Your 

Life by William Zinsser). You'll enjoy writing about your life, as well as hearing the stories of other 

people's lives, when you join our seminar. 

 

Format: Each participant has two opportunities to read aloud from his or her prepared texts 

during the semester. Sometimes these texts are distributed in advance (often via e-mail), allowing 

more time for discussion. The atmosphere is relaxed, but the serious efforts of all concerned help 

to make this a rewarding experience for everyone. 

 

Role of participants: To prepare and present two original pieces  

 

Number of participants (including the moderator s): 12 

 

The Moderators: Henny taught Hebrew and Yiddish and received a Covenant Award as an 

Outstanding Jewish Educator in North America. She is a Holocaust child-survivor working on her 

autobiography with the encouragement of this seminar’s participants. Penny Johnson is a retired 

professor of Medieval and Women's History.  She is a deeply satisfied repeat consumer of the 

Writing to Remember Blue Section, so is delighted to co-moderate with Henny Lewin for the 

spring of 2016 (thus creating the Henny-Penny section).  
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WRITING TO REMEMBER -  RED SECTION  
 

Moderators: Zina Tillona & Ellen Peck  

Time: Thursdays, 9:30–11:30 am  

Place: Grace Episcopal Church Connector, 14 Boltwood Avenue (by the Town Common), 

Amherst  

Parking: On the Common; behind Town Hall; parking garage  

 

Autobiographical Writing 

 

Long one of the most popular LIR seminars (previously called Autobiographical Writing), Writing 

to Remember offers its members the opportunity to get to know themselves and each other a little 

better. It is a chance to share your life experiences with fellow LIR members and, at the same time, 

record them for yourselves and your family. 

 

Many participants have taken advantage of this seminar to write their family story for their 

children and grandchildren. The writing takes all forms, from rough drafts to polished pieces, and 

all are welcome. The writer gets feedback and, if desired, the group will offer suggestions for 

revisions and/or possible additions, as well as clarification. This seminar is not a course in how to 

write; it aims, rather, to stimulate and encourage you to continue writing your own story.  Your 

writing can center on the events of family life, career experiences, or anything else you would like 

to tell about yourself. 

 

Format: Each participant has two opportunities to read aloud from his or her prepared texts 

during the semester. Sometimes these texts are distributed in advance (often via e-mail), allowing 

more time for discussion. The atmosphere is relaxed, but the serious efforts of all concerned help 

to make this a rewarding experience for everyone. 

 

Role of participants: Prepare and present two original pieces.  

 

Number of participants (including the moderator s): 12 

 

The Moderators: Zina has been writing all of her life – papers, reports, memos, legal briefs, 

nasty letters, etc., etc. – as university professor of Italian, as university administrator and as a 

practicing lawyer; now she writes for fun about herself and her life journey. Ellen has been an 

English professor at Mount Holyoke but instead of doing academic analyses of others’ writing, she 

much prefers writing about her own family and personal experiences.  
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SPECIAL PROGRAMS 
Note: Read the monthly 5CLIR Reporter for specific dates, times and locations for the following 

Special Programs throughout the year. Contact the facilitators of individual Special Programs with 

questions regarding accessibility, parking, guest attendance, etc.   All events and locations noted 

may be subject to change.  

          

BOOK INTEREST GROUP 
Naomi Yanis, Facilitator 

This group meets once each month from September through May, from 1:30 to 3:30, on various 

Friday afternoons, not conflicting with Opera Prep. Responsibility for leading the discussion of 

each book is rotated among the membership of the book group, with meetings held in members’ 

homes. We read a variety of contemporary fiction and non-fiction, as well as literary classics. The 

choices for the year are made early in the summer, so some of the reading may be done when 

more time for reading might be available. Contact Naomi if you are interested in participating. 

 

DINE AROUND 
Joice Gare, Coordinator 

Members enjoy a meal together in a local restaurant, usually a weekday evening, about once a 

month. Members are expected to take a turn making arrangements with the restaurant, setting a 

date, planning the menu and collecting payment ahead of time. Contact Joice at if you are 

interested in participating and are not already on the Dine Around mailing list. Each participant is 

welcome to bring one guest.  

 

FRENCH CONVERSATION  
Judith Pool, Facilitator 

This is a group of 5CLIR members who enjoy speaking and learning French. They meet on Fridays 

from 1:30 to 3:30 PM. The meeting is held at Judith's home in Northampton.  Contact Judith to 

register your interest in this program. 

  

FRIDAY LECTURES &  ENCORE PRESENTATIONS 
Larry Ambs and Katy van Geel, Facilitators  

Enjoy our Friday programs reprising some outstanding seminar presentations which members 

believe would be of general interest. Occasionally we host outside speakers who discuss topics of 

interest to our membership. We meet at various locations in the area, frequently at Applewood at 

Amherst, and usually beginning at 11:00 am on a given Friday.  Information about specific 

programs is listed in the monthly LIR Newsletter and the on-line calendar. Contact Larry or Katy 

for further details. 
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OPERA PREP 
Peg Bedell, Facilitator 

A series of HD video productions by the Metropolitan Opera is shown at the Hadley Cinemark 

Theater on Saturday afternoons.  Peg Bedell offers an introduction to each opera and the featured 

performers at the Meeting Room of the Northampton Lathrop Community House on the preceding 

Friday at 2:00 – 3:00 pm.  Anyone may attend any session and Lathrop residents are encouraged 

to attend.  The Friday Opera Prep dates for the remainder of the 2015-16 season are 1/11/16, 

1/29/16, 3/4/18, 4/1/16, 4/15/16, and 4/29/16. The LIR monthly newsletter, or a call to Peg, 

will provide further details.  Please car pool and park considerately on Shallowbrook Drive. 

  

AN APRIL AFTERNOON OF POETRY 
Ina Luadtke and Kay Klausewitz, Facilitators  

LIR members and others will read their original poetry for the enjoyment of members and guests.   

Presenters will share their original poems; many will be doing their first public reading.  This is 

not a “slam” or a competition.  We want you to be a presenter!  Guest readers are also welcome.  

Please pre-register your desire to participate by calling or emailing Ina Luadtke by March 8.  We 

are also seeking program preparers, refreshment organizers, publicity managers and other 

program enhancers (music, flowers, etc.).  Reserve the date: Friday, April 15, 2016 from 2 – 4 pm 

in the Rockridge Retirement Community Room. 

  

SALON MUSIC 
Jerry Goldman & Carol Rundberg, Facilitators  

Enjoy the shared ambience of salon music making in which each musician, whatever their musical 

level, plays a selection for the group in a relaxed atmosphere. This is what LIR member music 

makers do once each month at the Northampton Community Music Center at 139 South St.  The 

group meets on the third Friday of each month at 10:30 am.   Music makers are amateurs (lovers 

of music) who have in some cases returned to an instrument after a long hiatus, in other cases are 

beginning to learn an instrument. To discuss becoming a music maker or to be put on our e-mail 

list please contact either Jerry Goldman or Carol Rundberg. 

 

"Quien ama la musica, ama la vida" (Who loves music, loves life) 
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SCIENCE ROUNDTABLE 
John Armstrong and Larry Ambs, Facilitators  

Science Roundtable is a discussion group for anyone interested in current issues in science. At 

each session we discuss one or two main topics presented by one of our members or a guest 

speaker. We reserve time at the end of each session for questions and informal discussion and we 

encourage members of the Science Roundtable to suggest topics for future sessions or to lead 

discussions themselves. 
 

We meet four times each semester on the third Thursdays of the month from 2 to 3:30 pm at the 

Meeting House, Northampton Lathrop, #1 Shallowbrook Drive off Bridge Road in Northampton.  A 

background in science is not needed to participate nor do you have to attend all sessions. If you 

are interested in participating and are not already on our mailing list, contact one of the 

facilitators so you will receive information about each upcoming session via email.  Please park 

considerately using the LIR parking map for Shallowbrook Drive.  Contact: Larry Ambs. 
  

TRAVEL INTEREST GROUP  
Joan Wofford, Facilitator 

Travel Interest meets the fourth Thursday of each month, from 2:00 to 4:00 pm in the Community 

Room at the Lathrop Meeting House, #1 Shallowbrook Drive in Northampton.  Many LIR members 

are well traveled, and all of us know of places we would love to go but will never have the time 

(and/or money) necessary.  The Travel Interest Group provides an opportunity for travelers to 

share their knowledge, experience, and pleasure with other LIR members and Lathrop residents 

who would like to vicariously enjoy their visits. Joan will provide technical assistance, if necessary.  

The atmosphere is informal, and there is no other obligation (unless you are one of the speakers!) 

than to come and enjoy the beautiful photos and interesting presentations.  Check the newsletter 

each month for descriptions of these programs. Contact Joan for further details. 
 

VIEWPOINTS  
Hy Edelstein, Facilitator  

Viewpoints meets the first Thursday of each month, year around, from 12:30 to 2:00 pm, with the 

time for the January 7 meeting 1:00 to 2:30 pm. in the small conference room at Highland Valley 

Elder Services in Florence. This is an open, informal, spontaneous discussion group, a fresh 

departure from the formal presentations and discussions in our seminars.  However, it does 

adhere to our peer-learning mission.  While preparation is not required, at each session several 

topics proposed by participants are discussed –- topics which may be drawn from a whole 

spectrum of events and trends in society/culture, concerns over developments in public/private 

life, issues in the humanities/technologies. Discussions over such matters, drawing on the 

spontaneity, spirit, thoughtfulness, and good humor of its seasoned participants, are indeed 

enriching learning experiences. For more information, contact Hy. 
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NOTES FROM THE SPECIAL PROGRAMS COMMITTEE  
The Special Programs committee would like to hear from any member with an idea they would 

like to propose to begin a new Special Program offering.   If you are interested in facilitating a new 

Special Program, contact one of the Special Programs Chairpersons, Ina Luadtke or Kay 

Klausewitz. 

 

If you need transportation to a special program, contact one of the chairpersons listed above or 

the facilitator. 
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WINTER PROGRAMS 
Registration deadline is December 11th for all events. To register for these programs, complete 

the registration form(s) with this catalog and submit with your non-refundable payment. As a 

courtesy to those involved in planning and presenting these programs, we ask that you make sure 

that you will be able to attend an event before signing up for it. Please let the contact person know 

if you cannot attend. 

 
Please note that buses need to be confirmed and tickets bought weeks before these events.  That is 

why meeting the deadline is important and calling after the deadline to register will probably not 

get you a ticket to an event. Please call or e-mail the contact person on your program for 

information, not the LIR office. Thanks! 

 
Snowflake under microscope 

WINTER PROGRAM SCHEDULE 

Date Event Time Place 

Tue., Jan. 5 UMass Amherst Buildings Tour 10 am Amherst, MA 

Wed., Jan. 6 Garden Design Lecture 10:30 am Applewood 

Thu., Jan. 7 Memorial Program  10 am Amherst College Alumni House 

Fri., Jan. 8 Snow Day for Memorial Program 10 am Amherst College Alumni House 

Wed., Jan 13 Yiddish Book Center Group Tour 10:30 am Amherst, MA 

Sun., Jan. 17 Arcadia Players Viols Concert 4 pm Wesley Methodist Church 

Sun., Jan. 24 Mary Poppins Matinee 2 pm Amherst Community Theater 

Fri., Feb 5 Legislators’ Forum 1 pm Forbes Library 

Wed., Feb. 10 David Ruggles Center Group Tour 10 am Florence, MA 



5CLIR – Winter & Spring 2016 

36 

WHAT’S NEW AT UMASS? 
A tour of cutting edge buildings 

The UMass campus seems to have been mushrooming in recent years. Join us on a tour of the 

Integrated Science Building, Life Science Laboratories and the Integrative Learning Center to see 

how state-of the-art architecture accommodates state-of-the-art approaches to interdisciplinary 

research, team-based learning and other University programs. Registrants will receive a map and 

fact sheet ahead of time, prepared by our tour leader, Jeff Quackenbush, UMass’ Lead Capital 

Project Manager. 

Date: Tuesday, January 5 

Time: 10:00 am – noon 

Place: Integrated Science Building Atrium  

Cost: $2 

Contact Person:  Nancy Denig 

EDENS ON EARTH 
A history and theory of gardens 

John Martin will follow up on his recent garden design lecture to Applewood residents with a 

comparative overview of European, Middle Eastern and Oriental gardens. John’s lavish collection 

of slides will be sure to delight us in the throes of “bleak midwinter”. 

Date: Wednesday, January 6 

Time: 10:30 – 11:30 am 

Place: Applewood first floor meeting room 

Cost: $2 

Contact Person:  Nancy Denig 

MEMORIAL PROGRAM 

Join your fellow LIR members in remembering those whom we have lost during the past year.  We 

appreciate the many talents of these folks who have helped make our organization so interesting 

and informative. Refreshments will be served. 
 

Date: Thursday, January 7 (snow date Friday, January 8) 

Time: 10 am – noon  

Place: Amherst College Alumnae House   

Cost:  Free 

Contact person:   Sheila Klem  
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YIDDISH BOOK CENTER 
A group tour 

The Yiddish Book Center is the national repository for Yiddish books. It offers many programs and 

performances, and has become an important cultural institution under the direction of its founder, 

Aaron Lansky. If in town at the time of our visit, Mr. Lansky will welcome our group and introduce 

the tour. 

Date: Wednesday, January 13 

Time: 10:30 am – noon 

Place: Yiddish Book Center, Hampshire College, Amherst 

Cost: $6 per person (special group rate; ordinarily $8)  

Contact Person: Arnold Friedmann 

ARCADIA PLAYERS 
Viols, a concert featuring violas  

Arcadia Players are one of the region’s most acclaimed groups that specialize in Baroque music. 

“Arcadia Viols” will be performed under the direction of Ian Watson. The program will include 

John Dowland’s Lachrimae, Will Ayron’s Fantasy on Flow My Tears, as well as some 17th century 

English songs. 

Date: Sunday, January 17 

Time: 4:00 pm 

Place: Wesley Methodist Church, Hadley 

Cost: $25 (special group rate; ordinarily $40)  

Contact Person:  Arnold Friedmann 

AMHERST COMMUNITY THEATER 
Mary Poppins matinee 

Mary Poppins will be flying into Bowker Auditorium at 2:00 for a matinee performance of a 

musical for all ages. Parking is available in the UMass Garage opposite Bowker. You may purchase 

tickets for members, children and grandchildren. Carpools can be privately arranged from the 

registrations. 

Date: Sunday, January 24 

Time: 2:00 pm 

Place: UMass Bowker Auditorium 

Cost: $16 

Contact person:  Ellen Peck 
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LEGISLATORS’  FORUM 
An annual LIR event open to the public 

State legislators representing our area – Stan Rosenburg, Peter Kokot, Ellen Story and John 

Scibeck – will each summarize what he/she is working on and answer audience questions. Don’t 

miss this event, moderated again by Carol Jolly; it is both a good way to learn how we are being 

represented at Beacon Hill, and to introduce your friends to LIR. Parking is in the back of the 

Library. Signing up will give us a sense of how many will attend. 

Date: Friday, February 5 

Time: 1:00 – 3:00 pm 

Place: Coolidge Room, Forbes Library in Northampton 

Cost: Free 

Contact person:  Ellen Peck 

DAVID RUGGLES CENTER FOR EARLY FLORENCE HISTORY 

&  UNDERGROUND RAILROAD STUDIES 
A group tour 

Florence, MA has emerged as one of the most important Northeast locations for the interpretation 

of African Americans’ cause for freedom. Early freed black abolitionists, Sojourner Truth and 

David Ruggles, had been drawn there by a radical utopian commune called the Northampton 

Association of Education and Industry, and stayed to continue their work of helping many to 

escape slavery or to move away from slave-owning regions of the country. 

Date: Wednesday, February 10 

Time: 10:00 am – noon 

Place: David Ruggles Center, 225 Nonotuck Street, Florence 

Cost: $5 per person 

Contact person: Marybeth Bridegam 
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5CLIR MEMBERSHIP FORM 
 

Name _____________________________________ Address _______________________________________________________ 
 

City, State & Zip _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Email __________________________________________ Phone (______) ______________________ 
 

In case of emergency or illness, I would like you to notify: 
 

Name __________________________________________ Phone (______) ______________________               
 

I would like to become a 5CLIR member. 
 

☐ $250 Full Year: July 1st – June 30th (All programs and privileges) 

☐ $125 Half Year for New Members (fall or spring term; all programs and privileges) 

☐ $125 Associate for Former Full Members (No seminars or voting right) 

☐ $125 Discounted Full Year: July 1st – June 30th (For individual living alone with adjusted gross 

income of $24,000 or less or one of a couple with joint adjusted gross income of $32,000 or less 

per year; all benefits and rights) 
 

☐ My circumstances create a need greater than above. I will contact the 5CLIR Treasurer through 

the Office Manager (Liz Tiley, 585-3756) to discuss additional dues reduction. 
 

☐ Tax Deductible Contribution - The 5CLIR Membership Assistance Fund offers financial 

assistance to applicants who qualify. To help support such aid to fellow members, I enclose a gift 

to the Membership Assistance Fund in the amount of __________. 
 

Please make your check payable to “Five Colleges, Inc.” 

Mail to: 5CLIR, Neilson Library, Smith College, Northampton, MA 01063 

 

Members may:  participate in fall and spring seminars, winter and summer programs, and special 

year-round programs; receive all publications; join a committee; vote in annual elections; and 

receive a membership card providing borrowing privileges at the libraries of the five colleges and 

free transportation on the PVTA buses. 
 

If a fully paid member is unable to register for a fall or spring seminar, a refund of $50 can be applied 

for in writing. The request must be received by March 15 of the current membership year. 
 

As a member of Five College Learning in Retirement, I recognize that my address, email address 

and telephone number will appear in the 5CLIR membership directory and my photograph may 

appear in the Newsletter or on the website unless I request an exemption in writing. 

 

Signature: __________________________________________________________ Date ____________________________________  
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SEMINAR REGISTRATION PROCEDURES 
Important information about seminars  

 

Registration  

Although you may register for seminars right up to the start of the semester, if you wish to ensure 

a place, or to be included in a possible lottery, you need to register early! (See below.)  
 

For Lotteried Seminars Only:  

To be included in a lottery (if one is needed for your first-choice seminar): your registration must 

be received in the office by 1:00 pm on Friday, December 11th. 

 The Lottery is held in mid-December.………… NO phone registrations will be taken! 

 Only your first choice will be eligible for priority in the lottery; if necessary, 2nd and 3rd choices 

will also be lotteried, sequentially. 

 When a seminar is oversubscribed, a lottery determines who will be admitted. 

 Seminar confirmations will be mailed out during the weeks following the lottery; 

confirmations for registrations received after the lottery will be mailed as they are received. 

 No prerequisites for any seminar. Enrollment is on a space-available basis. 

 Any change in registration must be reported to the office promptly…please! 

 
If you know that you will miss the first two sessions of a seminar, please do not sign up for it. 

 
Scheduling and Location  

 Seminars begin during the week of February 22nd and run weekly for 10 sessions, unless 

specified otherwise. An extra week has been scheduled at the end to make up for a snow day. 

 Unless specified otherwise, morning seminars meet from 10:00 am– noon, afternoon 

seminars from 1:30–3:30 pm, on Monday and Wednesday; Tuesday seminars meet 9:30–11:30 

am and 2:00–4:00 pm; Thursday seminars meet 9:30–11:30 am. No afternoon sessions on 

Thursdays; no seminars on Fridays. Please check the catalog, since some seminars have 

earlier or slightly later start times. 
 

Withdrawals and Absences  

 People who are absent for the first two sessions of a seminar without notifying the office of an 

emergency will be dropped from the seminar and replaced with people on the waiting list. 

 If you must withdraw from a seminar for health or other pressing personal reasons, please 

report this to the office immediately, 585-3756. Someone else may use your place. 

 

Because a large number of withdrawals cause inconvenience to moderators and participants, 

please select seminars carefully so as to minimize withdrawals. If you are going to miss a 

session, please notify the moderator as early as you can.  
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SEMINAR REGISTRATION FORM 
Registration deadline is December 11 th  to be eligible for the lottery 

 

Name _____________________________________________________________ New Member ______ Moderator ______ 

E-mail (please print clearly) __________________________________________________________ 

Telephone _______________________________________________________________________ 

No phone registrations, please. Confirmation of your seminars will be sent/emailed to you. 

Admission to an oversubscribed seminar will be determined by a lottery, with those who have 

listed that seminar as their first choice on the registration form receiving priority. Only those 

registrations received in the office by 1:00 pm on Friday, December 11th are eligible for the 

lottery. Registrations that are received after this date will be added to the waiting list behind those 

who were in the lottery. 
     

DIRECTIONS ~ PLEASE READ CAREFULLY! 

                      

 Please list your seminar choices in order of preference. Do not list Special Programs! 

 Only your 1st choice will be eligible for priority in the lottery; if necessary, 2nd and 3rd choices 

will also be lotteried, sequentially. 

 If a seminar is full, your next choice will be used. Please list more seminars than you intend to 

take, in a preferred order, so we may fill in secondary choices if your initial seminar choices 

are oversubscribed. List your choices below in order of preference. 

 Please state (in the box to right) how many seminars you wish to take IN TOTAL.  

 Name of seminar, Day/am or pm  

 

1. ________________________________________________________________________________   

2. ________________________________________________________________________________              

3. ________________________________________________________________________________   

4. ________________________________________________________________________________   

5. ________________________________________________________________________________    

6. ________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. ________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

MODERATORS should include their seminar at the end of the above list AND in the total. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

A fundamental concept of the 5CLIR program is that all seminar members will attend regularly and 

participate actively in discussion and in presentation of their reading, research, creative writing, or 

other original work. 
 

Return to: 5CLIR, Neilson Library, Smith College, Northampton, MA 01063 

TOTAL 
NUMBER of 

seminars I 
wish to take: 

 
_________ 
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WINTER PROGRAMS REGISTRATION FORM 
Registration deadline is December 11 th  for all events. 

Tickets are purchased in advance so there are no refunds.  

 

Name(s) ____________________________________________________________________________________  

Email _________________________________________________ Phone (______) ______________________ 
 

What’s New at UMass? – A tour of cutting edge buildings 

 _______ @ $2 per person on Tuesday, January 5 at 10 am $ ________ 
 

Edens on Earth – A history and theory of gardens 

 _______ @ $2 per person on Wednesday, January 6 at 10:30 am $ ________ 

 

Yiddish Book Center – A group tour 

 _______  @ $6 per person on Wednesday, January 13 at 10:30 am $ ________ 

 

Arcadia Players – Viols, a concert featuring violas 

 _______ @ $25 per person on Sunday, January 17 at 4 pm $ ________ 

 

Amherst Community Theater – Mary Poppins matinee 

  _____@ $16 per person on Sunday, January 24 at 2 pm) $ ________ 

 

Legislators’ Forum – An annual LIR event open to the public 

 _______  @ Free and open to the public on Friday, February 5 at 1 pm $ ________ 

 

David Ruggles Center for Early Florence History 

& Underground Railroad Studies – A group tour 

 _______  @ $5 per person on Wednesday, February 10 at 10 am $ ________ 
 

  

 Total Enclosed $ ________ 

 

 

 

Please make your check payable to “Five Colleges, Inc.” 

Return to: 5CLIR, Neilson Library, Smith College, Northampton, MA 01063 
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Lincoln Seminar – Photo taken by Chuck Gillies 

 

 
Mystic/Newport Trip - Photo taken by Donald David 
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Geology Summer Program – Photo taken by Chuck Gillies 

 

 
 
 

 

 

5CLIR 
Neilson Library, Smith College 

Northampton, MA 01063 

 

Phone: (413) 585-3756 
Email: 5clir@smith.edu 
Website: www.5clir.org 

Five College Learning in Retirement 
Peer-Led Lifelong Learning 

http://www.5clir.org/

