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CALENDAR...
April  2008

Thursday, April 3, 12:30–2:30 p.m.
Viewpoints Discussion Group

Large  conference room,
Highland Valley Elder Services, 
320 Riverside Drive, Florence

(contact Hy Edelstein @ 584-3060)

Thursday, April 3, 2:30–4:30 p.m.
Curriculum Committee meeting

Five Colleges HQ, Amherst

Friday, April 4,, 9:30–12:00 noon
Great Decisions:

US Defense & Security – Prof Michael Klare
Union Station Restaurant, Northampton

Fridays, April 4, 11, 18, 2:00–4:00 p.m. 
French conversation with Judith Pool

52 Highpoint Drive, Amherst
(contact Judith @ 586-2190 for information
about the group; contact Marybeth Bridegam

@ 253-9562 for directions)

Thursday, April 10, 2:30–4:30 p.m.
Council meeting

Five Colleges HQ, Amherst

Thursday, April 17, 1:30–3:30 p.m.
Wisdom Seeker’s Knitting Circle

with Susan Gerstle
This group is now full. You may ring the

office to be put on the waiting list.

...save the dates...
Thursday, April 17, 2:00–4:00 p.m.

Travel Interest Group: Eli Kwartler in North
Korea & Honoré David in Orkney
Highland Valley Elder Services 

(contact: Philippe or Syma Meyer: 549-6507)

Friday, April 18, 9:30–12:00 noon
Great Decisions:

European Union at 50 – Prof Penny Gill
Union Station Restaurant, Northampton

Thursday, April 24, 2:00–4:00 p.m.
Arts Interest Group at James Hendricks’

Studio in Florence
You must contact Honoré David – 253-5896

to reserve a place at the studio!
(see your green Special Programs booklet)

Friday, April 25, 9:30–12:00 noon
Great Decisions:

Engaging the Enemy – Prof David Mednicoff
Union Station Restaurant, Northampton

Friday, April 25, 1:30–3:30 p.m.
Book Interest Group

**for those currently signed up**
(contact Sheila Klem on 548-7945 

for details of venue)

Ethnic Eating Interest Group tba

MAY 2008
Thursday, May 1, 12:30–2:30 p.m.

Viewpoints Discussion Group
Highland Valley Elder Services, 

(contact Hy Edelstein @ 584-3060)
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Letter from Mary Franks, our President

T
hose of you who were at the Depot Restaurant last Friday morning

know that Great Decisions 2008 got off to a rousing start with

Professor Stephen Watts’s overview of the situation in Iraq and the

possible U.S. choices for getting out.  None of them too promising. We look

forward to four more of these outstanding foreign policy programs. Many

thanks to the Great Decisions chair Philippe Meyer and his hard working

committee–Bertram and Elsie Bandman, Paul Berman, Ginny

Christenson, Roger Coulombe, Irv Howards, Carol Lee and Sara Wright.

On March 20 the Curriculum Committee presented a “How to Plan a

Seminar” training session for present and future moderators. Joan Laird moderated a panel consist-

ing of experienced moderators Chuck Gillies, Jim Harvey, Dottie Rosenthal and Nina Scott, who pre-

sented their suggestions for moderators in choosing a subject, deciding on a goal, preparing a read-

ing list, and contacting seminar participants well in advance of the first seminar session to discuss

topic choices and allow participants ample time to prepare. Those of us who are thinking of moder-

ating a seminar came away with lots of good ideas. Do you have an idea for a fall seminar? The

Curriculum Committee is looking for proposals. Send them to Bobbie Reitt or Sara Wright, who

would like to receive them by April 3, if possible (April 28 is the deadline).

You were all invited to a Membership/Council meeting at the Smith College Field House on February

28. Ad hoc Bylaw Committee chair Dottie Rosenthal and Committee member Wil Hastings explained

the reasoning behind the recommended bylaw changes. Dottie and Wil later met with several LIR

past- presidents. Some suggestions were made at each of these meetings and have been incorpo-

rated into the final draft of the proposed bylaws. By now Callie has emailed or mailed this latest ver-

sion to each of you. These proposed bylaws will be voted on by Council at their April 10 meeting.

You, the LIR membership, will be asked to vote on them at our Annual Meeting which will be at the

Smith College Campus Center on June 1. Please save the date. Your vote is essential to make these

important changes to our current bylaws.

Thanks to Wil Hastings for organizing two sets of LIR members to answer the phones for the WFCR

March Fund Drive. One set worked the 6:00 to 9:00 a.m. shift on the opening day, March 6, and the

other shift worked the 4:00 to 6:30 p.m. shift on the final day, March 14.  Did you hear LIR 

mentioned at those times? Our LIR volunteers enjoyed the experience and have volunteered to help

on future drives.  Would you like to join us?

Enjoy spring!

A Note from the Editor

T
he deadline for the May newsletter is Wednesday, 23rd April, 9:00 a.m. Please email me your con-
tributions, attaching the documents you are submitting. It would be helpful if you would use Arial
font, and please don’t format your documents. Descriptions of LIR seminars and trips, special

programs attended,  and any unusual seminar presentations, etc., would be ideal topics. Pictures of LIR
seminars, groups, and events are always welcomed! Callie
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The 5CLIR Reporter is published monthly by Five College Learning in Retirement, Room 9, Mason Hall, Smith College,

MA  01063. Editor: Callie Kendall Orszak.

Notes & Changes to Special Programs

Thursdays

Spanish conversation has been suspended until further notice. If you are interested in joining
the group in May (when Marianne will be available again), please let me know.

Fridays

French conversation sessions will no longer be held in Greenleaves Community Room. Marybeth
Bridegam has kindly offered to host the meetings the 4th, 11th & 18th of April. 

Leo Sartori’s bridge group has been suspended indefinitely. At present there are enough inter-
ested people to form one table for bridge, but two are needed to hold the sessions. Let me
know if you are interested and then Leo can set up a schedule for Friday afternoons again. Even
if you attended the last session, you need to contact me if you are still keen!

Be sure to ring Honoré David (253-5896) to reserve a place for the April
24th meeting of the Arts Interest Group at James Hendricks’ Studio.

Numbers are limited!

We have been underwhelmed by the response to the trip to the Florence
Griswold Museum on May 15th. If you are planning to come, please register

now; the deadline for reservations is Thursday, April 24th!

Buy your tickets right away...to visit the Boston Museum of Fine Arts

When: Wednesday, June 18, 2008                    Deadline for ticket reservations: May 14th
How much: round trip bus ticket (tip included) and museum entry for only $40
How and where: deluxe bus from Northampton leaves Commuter lot near the Coolidge Bridge
on Route 9 at 8:30 a.m.; leaves Boston at 3:00 p.m., home about 5:00 p.m.

If you want a ticket to the special exhibition “El Greco to Velasquez,” contact the Museum (it’s
another $15). The audio guide to the MFA rents for $5. As to lunch, you can bring your own,
eat in the cafeteria downstairs, the elegant restaurant upstairs (reservation necessary) or the
café in-between. For El Greco, email to www.groups@mfa.org or www.access@mfa.org  or tele-
phone (617) 369-3310.

First come, first served, so please send in your check (made out to 5CLIR) to

the office as soon as possible -- May 14th at the latest -- to be sure of 

reserving a place on this bargain trip.
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More Information on Special Programs

Special Programs Lecture Series, Fall 2008

The Special Programs Committee of LIR sponsored two sets of lectures given on recent Friday
mornings. The first was three lectures on Einstein’s Relativity given by Leo Sartori, and the
second was two lectures on Pakistan given by Jim Harvey. There was an enthusiastic response
to these lectures.  Based on this success, the Special Programs Committee would like to offer
more lecture-format peer-learning opportunities in the fall of 2008.

We know many LIR members have hobbies or passions that would be of interest to the rest of
us. We have all heard wonderful seminar reports which should be shared. Please help us to iden-
tify future lecture topics. Send your ideas to Larry Ambs, Lecture Series Coordinator, or any
other member of the Special Programs Committee (Marybeth Bridegam, Gail Gaustad, Doris
Holden, Joan Hastings, Honoré David, Ruth Wade, Larry Ambs).

Larry Ambs, Lecture Series Coordinator, 256-8324 (lj.ambs@comcast.net)

Brunch Hosts Needed!
Next spring, 2009, in celebration of 5CLIR’s 20th year, the Meetings/Membership
Committee is hoping to stage a day of concurrent brunches for all members. Our goal is to
involve everybody in groups of twelve at homes of members. At this early stage of planning,
the prospective time is 11 AM on an April date to be decided. The brunches will be a casual,
springtime occasion, a follow-up to the major 20th anniversary dinner planned for October
by Honoré David and her committee.

The first step, however, is to enlist those of you who would be able to host the potluck
event. The committee is looking for 27 hosts willing to open their homes to 11 guests bearing
delicious food! Our hope is that homes on both sides of the river will be available. Guest lists
will be created by committee members to ensure that we mingle in the friendly spirit of the
early potlucks organized by LIR. Suggested recipes may even be featured in the newsletter
in upcoming issues!

If you are willing to be a brunch host, please contact Co-chairs Sheila Klem 
sfklem@comcast.net (548-7945), or Kathy Hazen khazen@mapinternet.com (586-8352).

The committee welcomes feedback from all LIR members, as we begin to plan for this event.



Past Presidents Gather

S
ix past presidents of 5CLIR, Ted Belsky, Chuck Gillies, Bill Gibson, Bob Grose, Eleanor Reid,
and Naomi Yanis, had a rare opportunity to get together when they attended a meeting on
March 14. The purpose of the meeting was for them to share their collective wisdom about

proposed changes to the 5CLIR bylaws with Wil Hastings, chief architect of the proposed changes,
Dottie Rosenthal, chair of the Bylaws Review Committee, and current president, Mary Franks.

continued on next page...
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The Third 2008 Matinee of the TRAVEL INTEREST GROUP

(Highland Valley Elder Services (320 Riverside Drive, Florence), 2-4 PM, Thursday, April 16)
will introduce us to two unusual places, one you will wish to visit, and the other, maybe not.

Eli Kwartler will take us to the strange world of North Korea which he visited recently and
which is unlikely to be in the list of places you visited so often that you know all about it.  It
will be an experience not to be missed.  Will hope ever come back to that land of fear and
secrecy? Come and listen to Eli; you’ll certainly be surprised.

Honoré David (even my Words spellchecker protests that her first name should be written
Honorée in French) will navigate us to another of these places that most of us “know nothing

about,” but that we may want to put on our “to do” list the next time we cross the Atlantic.  It
must be a proof of Scottish humor (humour in Queen’s English) that this remote Northern
Island of Orkney calls itself… “Mainland.”

Some of our Past-Presidents: seated: Eleanor Reid, Bill Gibson, Bob Grose;

standing: Naomi Yanis, Chuck Gillies, Ted Belsky.

(photo by Dottie Rosenthal)



As soon as Suzannah Fabing announced her

seminar with the above title, the jostling for

entrance began. It was not going to be easy to

get in, seeing as how the topic appealed to very

many people, and Suzannah was taking only 11

people, one per museum to be visited. I was one

of the fortunate.

Suzannah was the first woman director of the

Smith College Museum of Art (1992–2005), with

an impressive prior background at both the Fogg

and the National Gallery of Art, so she was emi-

nently qualified to lead both Smith and this sem-

inar. She gave us a list of possible local muse-

ums, of which there are far more than ten, for us

to choose one and prepare the visit for our group.

Suzannah did far more than that, however. She

gave us lists of websites and background read-

ings, and thought through every detail of parking

(often problematical) and the necessity of car-

pooling. Largely because of Suzannah’s con-

tacts, all admission fees were waived for us,

though she strongly urged us to make donations

in lieu of entrance fees. There was not a detail of

which she did not think – except for the weather,

which prevented our first meeting.

Brave Diane Liebert was the first presenter at the

Smith College Museum of Art.  We dressed for

the occasion and looked pretty damned spiffy.

Jessica Noll, Suzannah’s successor, greeted us,

and then Diane gave us a history of the develop-

ment of this museum, along with Oberlin one of

the two best undergraduate museums in the U.S.

All of the local college museums are teaching

museums, there for the faculty and students in

art history and studio arts, though they offer

many events for the general public as well.

Suzannah and Diane took us to the print collec-

tion, where some of their major jewels were out

for us to see, Dürer, Rembrandt and Goya

among them. We walked through the permanent

collections and took in the fabulous African bead-

ed art exhibit, which is there until June 15.  Do

not miss it. Website: www.smith.edu/artmuseum.

From Smith’s luxurious quarters, world-class col-

lection, and fine technological and staff support,

Honoré David took us to UMass´s University

Gallery. Honoré, who is well acquainted with the

Gallery and its staff, gave us a prep in how to

look at postmodern art, which comprises the bulk

of their collection, as well as a history of the

Gallery.  Given the always uncertain support of

the university by the Mass Legislature, the

Gallery has been able to work absolute miracles,

in spite of wretched storage facilities for its main-

ly paper-based collection. So excellent is this col-

lection that Smith often borrows from UMass. As

a scarred veteran of the UMass system, I was

once again struck by what this place can accom-

plish with duct tape and baling wire, but also with

enormous creativity and dedication, plus an
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Past Presidents Gather continued...

The past presidents suggested additions to the proposed bylaws that will be incorporated into the

draft to be voted on by Council on April 10. Other past presidents who were not able to attend, Arnold

Friedmann, Dorothy Gorra, Jono Hanke, Pat Keating, Diedrick Snoek, and Barbara Snoek have also

been invited to comment on the bylaws. 

In addition to the business at hand, the past presidents, some of whom have been with the organi-

zation since it was founded in 1988, were very pleased to get together and share memories of the

early history of 5CLIR. It is a tribute to their vision and dedication that we are now approaching our

20th year, to be celebrated in October. The continuing interest in 5CLIR and openness to change of

the past presidents are an inspiration. All of us who enjoy participating in 5CLIR owe them a big

“thank you” for their many contributions. 

--Dottie Rosenthal

Join us for a Seminar: “Know Your Local Museums”



added resource: what graduate students can do.

Case in point: one student per year is selected by

the M.A. program in art history to curate an

exhibit of his/her choice at the Gallery. This year

it was Rebecca Karp´s turn, and she drove all the

way from Great Barrington to lead our group

around her show, “The Unexpected Encounters

of Looking Again: Selections from the Permanent

Collection.”  We also met with Loretta Yarlow, the

Director, Eva Fierst, her Education Curator, and

another graduate student who was leading a

class in printmaking. Before leaving, we toured

the current exhibit by Bethan Huws, a Welsh

artist, one of whose pieces was a white pedestal

with a roll of toilet paper upon it.  I think I still have

a way to go with appreciating postmodern art,

though I think I get this one.  

Website: www.umass.edu/fac/universitygallery.

Both Diane and Honoré had set the bar pretty

high, and I had to follow as presenter # 3. I had

chosen the National Yiddish Book Center for

three powerful reasons: Aaron Lansky’s story;

the center’s architecture; and plenty of free park-

ing. Over January I had read Lansky’s splendid

book Outwitting History. The Amazing Story of a

Man Who Rescued a Million Yiddish Books

(2004), and also met with Jane Gronau, the

Visitor Coordinator who helped me plan our time

there. I was fortunate indeed to have Aaron him-

self accept my invitation to speak to the group,

which he did, and we were all charmed by his

boundless energy and enthusiasm for what the

center does: first, materially saving Yiddish

books on the verge of disappearing, and now dig-

itizing them so that they will be safe forever, and,

with Steven Spielberg’s financial help, available

online. The NYBC as such is not a museum,

though it does display some unique artifacts,

such as the only linotype to have been saved

from the heyday of Yiddish newspapers in New

York, but principally it is a book repository for

saving, storing and selling books in Yiddish, a

language that only began to produce print litera-

ture about 1864. The excellent website, 

http:yiddishbookcenter.org, features a 13-minute

video, “A Bridge of Books,” in which Aaron Lansky 

narrates the National Yiddish Book Center’s

story. I highly recommend it.            continued...
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An LIR seminar visits the National Yiddish Book Center: l to r: Nancy First, Bill Malloy, Miriam

Fishbaine, Honoré David, Aaron Lansky (Director of NYBC), Gail Gaustad, Lora Simon, Diane

Liebert, Suzannah Fabing (moderator of the seminar), Nina Scott.     (photo by Jane Gronau)



Know Your Local Museums continued...

Nancy First led our visit to the Emily Dickinson

Museum, which as of 2003 includes both

Dickinson’s “Homestead” and her brother

Austin’s “Evergreens,” next door. Director Jane

Wald greeted us, and reminded us of something

we had by now more than realized: “You are a

privileged group to have dipped into the diversity

of the local musuems.” Nancy had invited Peggy

Shook, a retired English Professor from Smith, to

read some of Emily’s poems with us, specifically

to look at how this house influenced her poetry.

Our guide to both houses, Ruth Jones, was out-

standing, underscoring the dilemma now facing

the museum’s board: to restore “Evergreens,”

with its peeling wallpaper and faded upholstery,

or to leave it more or less as it is, the most

authentic Dickinson residence we have. Website:

www.emilydickinsonmuseum.org.

If any of you recall the old Pratt Science Museum

on the Amherst College campus, and compare it

with the new Natural History Museum, you will

appreciate this fabulous quote which our host,

George Goodwin, culled from the Internet: “The

funky charm of the old museum that gave one the

impression of trespassing in the curio cabinet of

the godfather of Indiana Jones is gone, replaced

by a brilliantly designed state of the art complex

of polished stone and glass.” Steve Sauter, the

museum’s educational coordinator, is as ebullient

a man as George himself, and led us from the

museum’s world-class collection of dinosaur

tracks to mastodon and other skeletons. He

taught us that the word “dinosaur” was only

coined in England in 1846, and that ancestral

horses and giraffes existed in the Americas.

Both Steve and George are in love with the work

of the legendary Edward Hitchcock, who did so

much to build Amherst College’s splendid pale-

ontological and geological collections, and who

corresponded with Charles Darwin concerning

dinosaur tracks. The letters are in the Amherst

College archives.  Website: 

www.amherst.edu/museumofnaturalhistory.

We are now at the halfway point in this wonder-

ful experience with the following museums yet to

go: Mt. Holyoke, Eric Carle, Mead Art (AC),

Wistariahurst, Historic Northampton and Historic

Deerfield. What a privilege it is to live in this area!

--Nina M. Scott
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From books to skeletons...the seminar participants watch the antics of the

sabre-toothed cat, l to r: Suzannah Fabing (moderator), Miriam Fishbaine,

Ellen Goodwin, Diane Liebert, Lora Simon, Education Director Steve Sauter,

and of course the star of the show.
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I had a spare page, and rather than leaving it blank, I have put in a picture for your delectation (taken

by Nina Scott). It shows Martin Antonetti, Director of the Rare Book Room at Nielson Library, Smith

College, demonstrating the use of a printing press to Jim Scott. Two trips to the Rare Book Room

were scheduled as part of the January Programs.

--The Editor
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