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CALENDAR
August 2006

Saturday, August 5, 7:45 a.m.
Bus trip to Tanglewood
Sheldon Field departure

Ring Mary Franks @ 584-9487
franks@acad.umass.edu

Places still available!

Sunday, August 13, 2:00 p.m.
New Century Theatre, Smith College:

The Sisters Rosenweig
Ring Elsie Bandman @247-3306

Wednesday, August 16, 10:00 a.m.
Bus trip to Fruitlands Museum

Sheldon Field departure
Ring Mary Franks @ 584-9487

franks@acad.umass.edu

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, 
August 21, 22, 23, 9:00-12:00 noon

PowerPoint Computer Workshop
212 Seelye Hall, Smith College

Ring Callie @ 585-3756
Places still available!

September 2006

Every 4th Thursday p.m. (beg. Sept 28)
Film Series  

(at Amherst College Campus Center theater)
Ring Shlomit Cheyette @ 586-1374

Save the dates...
September 2006 continued

Every 4th Thursday p.m. (beg. Sept 28) 
Italian Conversation 
Lu and Hal Stubbs 

Ring them @ 586-1500 x246 (in August)
@ 587-3049 (post-August)

OPERA PREP WORKSHOP
Friday, September 29, 11:15-1:15

Friday, October 13 & 20, 11:15-1:15
Easthampton Lathrop

Performances: October 27 & 29 at 2 p.m.
Questions? Ring Callie @ 585-3756  

October 2006

First Wednesday of month, 11:30-1:30
Viewpoints Discussion Group
Smith College Field House

Ring Hy Edelstein @ 584-3060

Friday, October 6, 10:00 a.m.-12:00 noon
Encore Presentations (Chuck Gillies)

venue t.b.a.

2nd & 4th Wednesdays of month, 
beg. Oct 11, 11:30-1:30
Genealogy Interest Group

Ring Jono Hanke @ 549-0888

Every 4th Friday of month, 1:30-3:30

Book Interest Group

Ring Ruth Wade @ 256-8876
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Letter from our new President, Arnold Friedmann

Here it is....July...and I find myself president of 5CLIR, without fanfare, without cere-

monies, and without an inauguration. But I am pleased and excited to start my new

duties, and I hope to meet everyone’s expectations. I have spent the past year learn-

ing a great deal about 5CLIR by being a member or member ex-officio of every com-

mittee. I have been awed by the ability and the dedication of many members, and I am

aware of the fact that our success is due to the voluntary work of many individuals.

When I first Joined 5CLIR I noticed that there are many interesting and interested par-

ticipants in seminars and other events. I have learned a great deal from my fellow

members, and every seminar bears out the fact that peer learning is the strength of our

organization.

We had a good year, with a Curriculum Committee that succeeded in listing a record

of 29 seminars. The newly established Public Relations committee developed a hand-

some new brochure and worked hard to bring approximately one hundred potential

new members to the spring “Meet the Moderators” event. I suspect that not everybody

was in favor of advertising and growth. Yet any organization that stands still tends to

stagnate, and ours certainly needs new members and new ideas, and the time has

come for baby boomers to join groups like ours. Must we promote 5CLIR for what it is

and what it stands for? Absolutely. We had a good year thanks to Dotty Gorra, Jono

Hanke, and other former presidents and committee Chairs who did outstanding work

and also provided guidance to me. And, of course, not much would have happened

without Callie Kendall.

I have some hopes and ideas for the coming year, including the hope of exploring ways

to raise additional funds for 5CLIR. From the January memorial service I learned some

pretty amazing things about members who had passed away during the previous year.

I would love to find a way to learn more about who we are or who we want to be, with-
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Letter from Arnold Friedmann, continued...

out waiting for the inevitable. And I would like to see us being more connected to other

LLIs regionally and nationally. The Council has already approved a plan proposed by

Joan Hastings for a conference on “Creative Aging”  jointly with Smith College. I hope

the Council will approve our co- sponsorship of a public lecture (with no cost to us ) on

the subject of the Dreyfus Affair, since we offered a seminar with that title last semes-

ter.

I look forward to working with our vice president, Mary Franks, and the whole execu-

tive committee at regular meetings. I also hope that we can share actions taken by that

committee and by the Council, with every member. Please let me know your ideas and

concerns. Obviously  not every suggestion can be implemented but I shall do my best

to facilitate whatever is feasible.

If you have had experience with fund raising and development, please let me know. I

am looking for advice and guidance in that direction.

Hoping for a great year.

-- Arnold Friedmann

President of 5CLIR

Technology Committee Presents PowerPoint Workshop
August 21, 22 & 23
9:00 a.m. to noon 

(plus tutorials in the afternoon, if requested)

Room 212, Seelye Hall, Smith College

Workshop Objectives: Hands-on using presentation software; Opportunity to
deliver 5- to 10-minute presentation; Hands-on experience with setting up 5CLIR
equipment; Responses to participants’ requests.

Presentations: Move between text, photos, graphics, tables; Common visual/audi-
tory experience; Potential for high-end sound, streaming video.

Topics to be Covered: Slide control; Backgrounds, graphics; Formatting;
Materials from internet; Photos; Tips on presentations and rehearsals.

Please ring Callie @ 585-3756 if you would like to participate: a few spaces left!
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Lobstering Workshop in Friendship, ME
September 12--15, 2006

Jim and Nina Scott, moderators of the seminar on “The Secret Life of Lobsters,” are

offering an optional field trip to Friendship (pop. 1200), one of the most important lob-

stering harbors of midcoast Maine. Participants in our seminar have preference, but it

looks as though there will be some openings. Minimum size of the group is 10, maxi-

mum 14. Note:  you have to be physically mobile in order to participate.

We have organized a number of people in the town to speak to our group:  the direc-

tor of the Friendship Museum; Diane Cowan, one of the leading scientists on lobster

research; the owner of the local boatyard, where lobster boats are built; the owner of

a lobster coop wharf, etc. We will have a reception for the group at our cottage on the

12th, a lobster lunch on the 13th (if you don’t like lobster we can arrange for alterna-

tives), and a farewell coffee on the morning of the 15th, at which time Deborah and Phil

McKean – who used to live in Amherst and have retired to Friendship – will tell us about

their life in coastal Maine. There are also art museums, antique shops, good restau-

rants, etc., in the immediate vicinity of Friendship.

There are three lovely B&Bs in the area (contact us for information) and Callie will have

some brochures from the Thomaston/Rockland Chamber of Commerce available in

the LIR office. Participants are responsible for their transportation, lodging and meals

(we urge you to carpool and share rooms if you’re single). There will be a fee of

$40/person to cover the cost of the reception, lunch, farewell coffee, and gratuities for

the people who will speak to us.

E-mail us at nmscott@spanport.umass.edu, or call us in Maine at 207-832-6529 for more

information and registration.  Do not call Callie!
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Petticoat Hill

Summer event at Petticoat Hill, Williamsburg attracts 22 LIR members, a

local representative of the Woodland Trails Committee, and a reporter

from the Daily Hampshire Gazette.

Members interested in the land preservation efforts of The Trustees of  Reservations

gathered at noon on June 15th at the Wiliamsburg library to watch a slide show pres-

entation by Jim Caffrey, a property manager with  the Trustees. He explained the orga-

nization’s 120-year-old interest in preserving “special places” in Massachusetts, both

land and historic buildings. The scenes made everyone want to visit them!

Dottie Rosenthal, a member of the Learning in Community group that organized  the

event, then presented her research on the woolly adelgid, a tiny insect that breeds

among hemlock needles and gradually kills the tree. It is a terrible threat to the hem-

lock-covered slopes of Petticoat Hill as well as to those in our backyards. The insect

can be controlled in small spaces by hosing and by a special oily soap. Foresters con-

tinue to experiment with controlling it in the wild.

Joan Hastings, organizer of the Learning in Community program, then presented the

research she and Lise Armstrong had done on the history of Williamsburg and of the

Petticoat Hill Reservation in particular. The report included the role of the Nash family,

to whom the reservation is dedicated, since Thomas Nash helped incorporate the town

in 1771.

After a brown bag lunch, about a dozen people started off to climb the hill, steep in

parts,  led by Jim Caffrey and following an interpretive sheet prepared by Anne

Lombard, pointing out locations of special trees and plants as well as specific bird

songs to listen for. Six people completed the trail extension following Diane Merritt of

the Williamsburg Woodland Trails Committee and returned in a most appreciative

mood to their cars at the base.

— Joan Hastings

Chair, Learning in Community
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Interview with the Office Manager, Callie Kendall

“I am not her mother,” outgoing President Dottie Gorra said at the annual meeting in
May, “but it gives me great pleasure to announce the engagement of Callie Kendall to
Tom Orszak.” Thunderous applause followed, as well it should.

Callie has been the tutelary spirit of the LIR office since Karen Tatro’s retirement a year
ago, and, apart from legendary energy and organizational skills, has an amazing per-
sonal history. She was born in Athens, Ohio, the older of two daughters of Paul Murray
Kendall, the eminent biographer of Richard III, Warwick the Kingmaker, and Louis XI
of France. Her mother, Carol, is a prize-winning writer of children’s books. Much of
Callie’s childhood was spent in England, where she attended English schools, and
today Callie feels more English than American, and has dual citizenship.

Callie graduated from Stanford University, where she met her first husband. Both were
Peace Corps volunteers in Kenya, and Callie is still fluent in Kiswahili. They lived and
worked for 2 years in primitive conditions, with no electricity or running water. In sev-
eral places Callie was the first white woman the local people had ever seen. She fell
in love with East Africa.

In 1971 they returned to Athens, OH, where Callie worked as a cataloger at Ohio
University Library, and her husband got his Ph.D. in English. In 1974 she gave birth to
her son Christopher (Tick), and the family moved to Manhattan, KS, to Kansas State
University. After Kansas came Oregon and then again Africa, when her husband got a
Fulbright to teach at the university in Legon, Ghana. 

After Ghana, Callie and her husband parted ways, and she returned to Kenya to teach
again. There she married an English veterinarian and lived in Africa another five years.
From Kenya they moved to Somalia, leaving Mogadishu just in time, and returning to
England, where Callie stayed while her husband continued to work abroad. They part-
ed amicably. 

From 1986–2005 Callie variously worked for Cambridge University Press, had her own
freelance research and editorial company, was an editor of medical journals, and
became the exams officer for a sixth-form college (equivalent to our last year of high
school and first year of college). Callie is an amateur ornithologist and was lucky to par-
ticipate in the Sir Peter Scott Commemorative Expedition to the Pitcairn Islands, and
to travel to the Galapagos Islands on an Audubon expedition.

After 28 years away, in 2005 Callie decided to return to the States, and came to
Massachusetts, where most of her family live. Much as she liked being near them (her
son lives near Boston, her sister and family in nearby Leeds), she was socially lonely
and missed England terribly. Finally, her brother-in-law “made” her register for
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eHarmony, which she reluctantly did, resisting all the way, and cybernetically met Tom
Orszak from South Hadley, who had signed up about the same time. At the time of their
first email encounter he was, however, on a boat in the Caribbean, “while I was freez-
ing my toes off!” Callie recalls. Their first meeting went beautifully, and they discovered
that they had much in common, including outdoor activities. Tom is very familiar with
the Caribbean, and they have decided to marry in the British Virgin Islands on Twelfth
Night, January 6th.

I see only one cloud on the horizon. It cost Callie $150 to sign up for eHarmony, while
Tom was charged only $50. Heaven only knows how they will deal with that bone of
contention in their married life together…

--Nina M. Scott
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