
CALENDAR
JANUARY

Tuesday, January 24th

Downsizing: Moving to a new location and/or
simplifying your life: Emily Lewis will speak;

discussion. Mt Tom Room, Easthampton
Lathrop, 10:00 a.m. - noon. Refreshments.

FEBRUARY
Thursdays

Senior movie + discussion over lunch

Cinemark Theater, Hadley, 10:00 a.m.

Call 587-4233 for film title

Thursday, February  2nd

Curriculum Committee meeting

Five College HQ, Amherst, 2:30 p.m.

Thursday, February 9th

Council meeting

Five College HQ, Amherst, 2:30 p.m.

Thursday, February 16th

Learning in Community Pioneer Valley Habitat

Meeting at George Goodwin’s home: 

285 Lincoln Avenue, Amherst, 2:00-4:00 p.m.

Learning in Community Treehouse (Open to LIR)

Meeting at Mt Tom Room, Easthampton Lathrop,

2:00 - 4:00 p.m.
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LETTER 

from the 

PRESIDENT of LIR

G
reetings in the New Year. Wasn’t that

a nice surprise to find LIR on the

front page of the Gazette! Some of

you were disappointed at the incomplete-

ness of the description of LIR, and while I

agree it was not all that one might have

wished, nevertheless I am pleased that we

did get that very positive recognition, so

“thank you,” Norm Winston, for arranging for

the reporter to be present at that program. 

Let’s hope we don’t get snowed out of all the

January programs.

After attending the computer workshops, I

once again feel compelled to sing the prais-

es of the amazingly talented and generous

Technology Committee, especially Jim

Harvey, a fantastic teacher.   

---- Dorothy Gorra       



ANNUAL MEMORIAL 

SERVICE

T
he annual memorial service for

LIR members who have passed

away during the past year took

place on January 5th at the Amherst

College Alumni House. In spite of snow

and slush, almost 40 members attended

the service. The setting provided a very

nice and appropriate environment,

which was further enhanced with some

Vivaldi string music and the reading of a

poem by Emily Dickinson. 

The former LIR members who were

eulogized and whose life was celebrated

were Vera Crane, Jay Melrose, Barbara

Southworth, Ben White, and Bob

Forsyth. Many of the present members

spoke eloquently about their friends,

often including anecdotes about them in

their comments. 

Refreshments provided by Gail Gaustad

and her January committee were avail-

able for the informal conversations fol-

lowing the program.

—— Arnold Friedmann

BOB FORSYTH

B
ob Forsyth, long-time member of

LIR, died suddenly of heart failure

on Tuesday evening, January 2nd.

I wish I could replicate Bob’s “WOW!”.

He had a way of saying “WOW” with an

enthusiasm full of profound exuberance,

bordering on awe, never shallow.  Whether

it was Scotland’s Border Wars, or

California’s giant redwoods, or Plato’s

ideal Republic, or John’s revealing

Gospel, his voice, his energy, his intel-

lectual curiosity, excitement and wonder

were a gift.

Bob was an Ordained Minister in The

United Methodist Church, retired, and a

kindred spirit in many ways.   But best of

all, he was a traveling companion and

friend.  We sang in our church choir

together. A compassionate man, he

spent many years serving as a chaplain

with the Veterans’ Administration in vari-

ous facilities around the country. In inch-

es, he may have been a little man, but in

character, he stood tall.  Not immune to

adversity himself, he brought to others a

hope and assurance born of personal

experience. Bob lived well, and faithfuly.

Knowing him has been a blessing.

Our hearts go out to his good wife Mary,

and all their family. Bob loved them dearly.

With gratitude and appreciation,      

Bob Grant
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CALLING ALL MEMBERS 

C
alling all LIR members is just what

the Curriculum Committee will be

doing in the next few weeks. 

The members of the LIR Curriculum

Committee, whose names are listed below,

will be making phone calls to every mem-

ber of Learning in Retirement. They will be

calling to ask each of you several things.

Our first question will be: “Are you interest-

ed in and willing to moderate an LIR

seminar or workshop?” Depending on

your response to this question, you may be

offered a range of assistance — from help

in writing up your seminar/workshop

description for the Course Catalog to assis-

tance in finding a co-moderator if you want

one. We would like to broaden our base

of seminar moderators and will be inter-

ested in hearing your suggestions for ways

in which we can make moderating easier

and more fun for all of you. 

We will also be asking you for your sugges-

tions for seminar topics that you would like

to see offered. These can be repeats of

previously offered seminars or brand new

ideas. So please give some thought to

how you will respond when you get “the

call.” We are really looking forward to your

responses, your feedback and your offers

of help — all of which are essential to 

keeping LIR lively and interesting. 

Sheila Klem Eleanor Shattuck

Alex MacColl Gillian Morbey

Eleanor Reid Bert Bandman

Elsie Bandman Amy Johnson

Barbara Reitt Serene Rubin

Gloria Ayvazian Joanne Kayser

Bob First Frank Reilly

Katharine Hazen Marguerite Bedell

Anne Lombard

JAZZ PIANO by TOM McCLUNG

H
ere is an event that might be of special interest to those of you participating in the

Diversity of Jazz seminar this spring. 

Amherst native Tom McClung is playing jazz piano at the Amherst UCC Church on Main

Street on Saturday, January 21st,  at 4:00 p.m. McClung lives in Paris and makes his

wares available to folks all over Europe, with Archie Shepp. We’re lucky to have him back

one or two times a year, and all who enjoy jazz are invited.

----Wayne Cowan
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S
ocial psychologist, researcher,

activist, volunteer and a member of

an early incarnation of the famous

Robert Shaw Chorale -- there are many

reasons why Dorothy Dean’s biography will

be included in the 25th edition of Who’s

Who of American Women, slated for publi-

cation this year.

Dorothy earned her B.A. in psychology and

sociology at St. Lawrence University, after

which she moved to New York City, and in

1942 became involved in The Collegiate

Chorale, directed by the young Robert

Shaw. She auditioned for him and much to

her joy was accepted to join the Chorale

(105 men and 80 women), which sang all

over New York: Madison Square Garden,

Central Park, Carnegie Hall and the

Metropolitan Opera. Shaw described the

group in this way: “You could count on the

fingers of one hand the states we don’t

come from. Half of us speak two lan-

guages, because the mothers and fathers

of two thirds of us were born in foreign

countries. Protestant, Catholic, Jewish: we

have all the faiths and most of the heresies.

We are a melting pot that sings.” Dorothy

left the Chorale in 1944 to get married.

Her husband and two of her brothers

served in World War II, and she recalls

vividly seeing a snapshot of the city of

Nagasaki after the atomic bomb, a photo-

graph which her husband had taken from

his ship in the harbor. Her lifelong search

for alternatives to war began right there. At

the time of the Vietnam War, when she had

raised her family, she was a librarian at

Yale; her distress about this conflict caused

her to enroll in the Yale Divinity School for

an M.A. in Religion, with a specialization in 

counselling. After moving to Boston,

Dorothy became a family counsellor at First

and Second Churches, but the longer she

continued the more she realized the need

for a doctorate. Having been influenced by

eminent peace activists such as William

Sloane Coffin, Helen Caldicott, and Morton

Deutsch, she decided to get her Ph.D. at

Boston Unversity, which she completed in

1985 at the age of 65. Her dissertation

dealt with a best-case scenario in conflict

resolution, an area in which she continued

to research and to publish;. While writing

her dissertation she was a Research Fellow

at Yale Divinity School, and still recalls with

great nostalgia the incredible archives 

available to her on that campus.

Retirement brought her to this area in 1989,

settling first in Amherst and then in

Northampton. Now a widow, she is fortu-

nate in that both of her sons live in

Massachusetts. Dorothy intially joined LIR

in 1990, and has been active in the organi-

zation of the Great Decisions program;

because of her background in music, she

has enjoyed Peg Bedell’s opera workshops

and the seminar on Beethoven’s Quartets.

She has also remained involved in the Five

College Peace and World Security

Conferences directed by Michael Klare of

Hampshire College. Most of these confer-

ences were held at Amherst College and

presented well-known scholars on current

issues of importance. At the moment she is

actively reading up on the Iraq war. “I’m try-

ing to understand all sides of this conflict,”

she says. Obviously her life’s vocation

goes on.

---- Nina M. Scott

DOROTHY G DEAN
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Dorothy Dean, whose biography is included in the forthcoming edition
ofWho’s Who in American Women, to be published later this year.

[picture by Nina Scott]

And where are the

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR?!
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Special Programs Spring 2006

Calendar
February 2006

What: Senior Movie and Discussion over Lunch
When: Every Thursday, 10:00 a.m. Showtime
Where: Cinemark Theater, Hadley
Information: Call 587-4233 for film title

In cooperation with the Learning in Community Project:
What: The Treehouse Foundation: Foster Care
When: Thursday, February 16, 2:00-4:00 p.m. 
Where: Mt Tom Room, Easthampton Lathrup

March 2006 

What: Jerry Rosenthal and Lisa Colt Mindful Meditation 
When: Thursday, 23rd March, 1:30-3:30 p.m.
Where: Smith College Field House

What: Cliff Mathews: Cosmic Beginnings and Human Ends: 
Where Science and Religion Meet

When: Thursday, March 30th, 1:30-3:30 p.m. 
Where: Hampshire College, East Lecture Hall

April 2006

What: Jim Reynolds: Nantucket Baskets
When: Saturday, April 22nd, 10:00-12:00 noon
Where: Lathrop Community, Northampton

What: Hartford Stage: A Lovely Sunday for Creve Coeuer
When: Sunday, April 30th, 2:00 p.m. matinee
Where: Hartford, CT

In cooperation with the Learning in Community Project 
What: Land Conservation
When: Thursday, April 27th, 2:00-4:00 p.m.
Where: Lathrop Community, Northampton
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C
ouncil suggested that I make the

case for donations to the

Membership Assistance Fund to

the entire membership through a

Newsletter article. This year there is not

enough in the Fund to cover the full

amount of the transfer needed to bring this

year’s Membership Dues Account to the

level it would reach if every member paid

in full. We make the transfer so that our

main income account, the Member Dues

account, is sufficient to cover our

projected annual expenses. The shortage

occurs because LIR offers a half-price

membership to those with limited income

and even a larger discount to those few

who cannot pay even half of our dues. We

are proud that we can offer a reduction in

dues so that all those who wish to

participate may do so. It is the

Membership Assistance Fund that makes

this subsidy possible. 

Members who donate to the Membership

Assistance Fund (formerly Donors Fund)

are filling a real need. Many members do

so when they send in their dues. There is

a reminder on the application/renewal

form. The generous donations that are

sent in with the dues have been enough to

cover the need until this year. 

Because we have two contributory funds,

one the Memorial Fund and the other the

Membership Assistance Fund, it is likely

that most people think naturally of the

Memorial Fund when sending a memorial

donation upon the death of a member.

Indeed the fund was set up for that

purpose. Our Memorial Fund presently

has a balance of $1,543. It is used for our

annual Memorial program, the one sched-

uled for January 6th this year. The

Memorial Fund has built up over several

years because we have received more in

donations each year than we spend.

Please consider the Membership

Assistance Fund when making a memorial

contribution. 

The Membership Assistance Fund has a

balance of $1,815 and will be $170 short

for the transfer needed this year.

Although it has reached what appears to

be a healthy balance, that balance will be

fully used and will need a like balance next

year. The fund is being tapped more as

our dues have increased. When you think

about making a donation, please keep the

Membership Assistance Fund in mind. It

is a successful program that fulfills a pres-

ent need for our fellow members. 

---- June Guild, Treasurer

A LETTER to LIR MEMBERS from the TREASURER



L
IR member Wayne Cowan has writ-

ten the foreword to John Stewart’s

book, Witness to the Promised Land:

Observations on Congress and the

Presidency from the pages of Christianity

and Crisis, the journal he spent most of his

life editing. This is the blurb that appeared

on a website for Buy.com:

“A collection of essays written by John G.

Stewart [that appeared in] Christianity and

Crisis, the respected Christian journal of

opinion that was founded by Reinhold

Niebuhr in 1941. The magazine (C&C)

achieved a level of influence far exceeding

its small circulation and became a forum

for important writers of the time. For half a

century C&C commanded great respect in

left-liberal circles, both religious and secu-

lar. Notable writers, including Protestant,

Catholic and Jewish leaders and laity,

explored changing ideas about religion

and modern society. Stewart wrote a

series of reports from Washington during

the 1960s while working with Senator/Vice

President Humphrey. With keen eye and

precise prose, Stewart offered an insider

view of how civil rights legislation was

being crafted, advanced or thwarted by

different factions.”

[Editor’s note: www.amazon.com gives
this book a five-star rating, and a
reviewer has this to say: “A wonderful
read especially for anyone who lived
through the turmoil of the 60’s. John
Stewart’s insights are fascinating, and
his writing captivates without being
ponderous. The lessons to be learned
are many, but the book is also splendid
just for its entertainment  value.”]
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Thursday, February 16th, 2006 - Special Event for all LIR 

M
t Tom Room Lathrop Community, Easthampton, 2:00 -- 4:00 PM

Informational Workshop with Judy Cockerton, Treehouse Founder and

Executive Director.

Judy will tell her personal story of becoming a foster care activist and will provide an

overview of the system in Massachusetts. She will then lead a discussion addressing

questions such as: Why are so many children now in the system?  Where are they from?

What happens to those who are never adopted and then “age out” of the system?  What

do children whose lives have been touched by the foster care system need most?  What

role can the schools play? What can we do to support them? Who is providing stellar new

models of care??!

WAYNE COWAN WRITES AGAIN



NEWS JUST IN

Nina and Jim Scott have kindly sent me a

copy of an editorial that appeared in the

Daily Hampshire Gazette on Wednesday

the 11th January. 

Learning in Retirement is described in

enough detail to give a reasonable picture

of what we are all about, and is portrayed

very positively: “One of the main attrac-

tions [of the Pioneer Valley] they [retirees]

cite is the existence of a lively academic

community that opens its doors to retirees.

Learning in Retirement, a lifelong learning

program sponsored by Five Colleges, Inc.,

which enrolls several hundred seniors

every year, is celebrating its 15th year.

Courses are taught by members and cover

a wide array of topics from history, philoso-

phy and literature to science, art and writ-

ing. In addition it sponsors a Great

Decisions discussion course under the

auspices of the Foreign Policy Association

and holds special events...”

The editorial concludes: “Learning in

Retirement and the other programs offered

by local colleges and UMass are wonderful

assets for senior citizens in the Pioneer

Valley.”

Well done the Publicity Committee!
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***COMING ATTRACTION***

LIR offers Tennessee Williams 
at 

Hartford Stage 

O
n Sunday afternoon, April 30th, the LIR Special Programs Committee will be

offering Tennessee Williams’ A Lovely Sunday for Creve Coeur at critically

acclaimed Hartford Stage. The 2:00 p.m. matinee performance will be fol-

lowed by a talk and question/answer session with a guest lecturer, who is an expert

on Tennessee Williams. 

Hartford Stage is considered one of the leading resident theaters in the nation, and

has earned many distinguished awards, including a Tony Award for Outstanding

Regional Theater, The Margo Jones Award for Development of New Works, OBIE

awards, a New York Critics Drama Circle award, a Dramatists Guild/CBS Award and

an Elliot Norton Award, to name just a few. They have also sent several productions

to Broadway and Off-Broadway that have won additional awards in New York.

More information and details on ordering tickets will
appear in the next newsletter. 



News from the Office, a.k.a. Callie Kendall
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T
his is the first newsletter produced

using the new software program we

have in the office. No more tearing of

hair trying to get the headers to stay where

they have been put on facing pages. Mind

you, there has been much thumbing of the

manual as it has been some years since I

used the program, and it has changed a bit

as well!

I am sorry you have had to wait so long for

the newsletter to appear this month, but

seminar bookings take priority, and there

has been the usual to-ing and fro-ing. 

I have probably appeared somewhat 

distracted if you have visited the office

lately!

I hope you are all keeping warm and out of

harm’s way with all the ice around. The

Smith College snowplough has been work-

ing overtime to keep Paradise Road clear.

No matter how much snow we have had,

there is always a parking space for me in

the morning.

--- Callie
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This page is for you. Write a letter to the editor. Pen a poem. Let me know
what you are doing outside LIR. And then, send whatever you have 
written to the LIR office for inclusion in the next newsletter.

Now, don’t you wish you had thought of doing that before? 
----Callie
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