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CALENDAR...
June 2007

Wednesday, June 6, 11:30 am-1:30 pm
Viewpoints with Hy Edelstein

Highland Valley Elder Services, Northampton

Sunday, June 10, 1:00-3:00 pm
Meet the Moderators (1:00-2:30 pm)

followed by
Annual Meeting (2:30-3:00 pm)

Davis Ballroom, Davis Hall, 
Prospect Street, Smith College

light refreshments will be served

Please time your visit to Meet the
Moderators in such a way that you can

stay for the (very short!) Annual Meeting
after you have socialized and talked to
the moderators. The Council needs your

presence to form a quorum so that a pro-
posed by-law amendment can be voted on! 

******5CLIR NEEDS YOU!******

Wednesday, June 13, 10:00-12:00 noon
Summer program: New Century Theater 

productions preview by Sam Rush
Dewey Hall Common Room, Smith College

Thursday, June 14, 2:30-4:30 pm
Council meeting

Five Colleges HQ, Amherst

Wednesday, June 20, 11:30 am-1:30 pm
African Film Series: Lost Cities of the South
Basement, Amherst College Campus Center

Thursday, June 21, 1:30 pm
(1) Travel Interest Group with the Meyers

Highland Valley Elder Services, Northampton
(2) Summer Program: Hadley Farm Museum

June 2007 continued

Wednesday, June 27th
Your seminar registration form (and check for
annual membership!) must be postmarked by

today to reach the office in time to be 
eligible for the lottery.

July 2007

Monday, July 2nd
Annual membership fee (Associate and Full) is
due today! Please note that to be eligible for
the lottery for over-subscribed seminars, you

must have paid your dues.

Wednesday, July 4th
Office is closed for the 4th of July holiday

Thursday, July 5th
Last morning for hand delivery of registration
forms (and membership dues) to the office to

be eligible for lotteried seminars

Friday, July 6th
Lottery for over-subscribed seminars

Sunday, July 8, 2:00 pm
Summer program: New Century Theater:

Spinning into Butter

Wednesday, July 11, 10:00 am
Summer program: CT River boat trip

Wednesday, July 18, 2:00 pm
Summer program: Wisteriahurst production

of Belle Skinner

Sunday, July 22, 2:00 pm
Summer program: NCT production of 

Kimberly Akimbo

Wednesday, July 25th
Mail out seminar confirmations
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W
e are all preparing for the June 10th annual meeting, which is combined

with Meet the Moderators. The meeting is at the Smith College Davis

Ballroom, and as mentioned in the last newsletter, in order to vote a sim-

ple by-law change it is very important for all members to attend. In order to

encourage more volunteers for various committees, each committee chair will

give a one-minute presentation about he mission and work of each committee.

The 2006 Annual Report is now available to be read at the LIR offices, or you may

request a copy of your own. We are, however, trying to conserve paper (and trees)

and we try to distribute more and more information via email. We started earlier

this year to have committee reports sent to all Council members electronically

prior to each Council meeting, and it has worked very well and saved a lot of

paper.

We are still exchanging telephone calls and letters with the Osher Foundation, but I am afraid that there is lit-

tle hope to obtain a grant from there. Our own endowment fund is off and running, with over $5000 already

contributed. At some point we shall list the names of contributors, but not the amounts given. The only person

other than Callie who knows the amounts is Mary Franks. Mary chairs the ad hoc committee establishing goals

and ground rules for the fund.

This is my last letter to the membership of 5CLIR. I have had a busy, but exciting and fulfilling year serving as

president. It has been an honor and a privilege doing so. I have been deeply impressed with the great volun-

teer work that is being done by so many of our members. I have had the help of our president-to-be, Mary

Franks, all year long, and I have been helped and advised by our Executive Committee which in addition to

Mary Franks, includes Dorothy Gorra, Joyce Mazur, June Guild, and Charlie Klem. I know that Mary will be

an outstanding president and I look forward to working with her and the new Executive Committee. To the

many wonderful friends I have made during the year I am not saying good-bye, but rather au revoir.

Arnold Friedmann

President of 5CLIR, 2006-2007

Letter from the Outgoing President of LIR

To the editor of the LIR newsletter:

April 26, 2007:  What a pity that more LIR members didn't take advantage this afternoon of the free show-

ing of Akira Kurasawa's Dersu Uzala (Academy awarded in the 1970s) which is surely one of the finest

movies ever made. Dersu, a mountain man, or the Mongolian or Siberian steppes equivalent thereof, is

so attuned to the vast forest that he can hear and smell the vicinity of a tiger, stag or boar, and read the

tracks in the forest (like our Navajos). To Dersu, all beings are 'man,' including his forked tree-branch

stick; he reverences all life and senses powerfully the immanence of the spirits of the forest. Perhaps our

ancestors were like this 30 or 50 thousand years ago. Incredibly skilled in the reading of nature, Dersu

encounters the Russian "Captain" and his surveillance team who are charting the northern wilderness in

1902, and becomes their guide. The Russian Captain of the surveying team is equally highly skilled in

his intellectual endeavours of measuring & mapping the wilderness. Dersu and the Captain, though so

different, are both men of high integrity and passion and form a very moving & heartwarming alliance,

almost enough to renew your faith in human nature. The story is taken from the true diary of the survey-

or.  

This is an unforgettable film, shown in an attractive theatre, parking not too bad, yet only half a dozen

members attended, possibly disheartening for the intrepid and discriminating moderator, Shlomit

Cheyette. Movie review by K. Hazen
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What does the Nominating Committee Do? 

Callie will shortly be distributing packets for the upcoming fall semester, in which are forms asking for vol-

unteers to serve on various committees.  5CLIR depends on many people to help out in the business of

running this organization, for which reason we want to clarify what some of these committees actually do.

If you are interested in serving, the best idea is to ask someone who is on a committee exactly what the

members do.  

Last summer President Arnold Friedmann asked me if I would chair the Nominating Committee.  I thought

this would be a short assignment, so I accepted, not knowing exactly what the job entailed.  (You see that

I do not follow my own advice.)  In the fall I was told that I had to persuade a few other people to work

with me (to insure continuity, one member had to have been on last year’s Nominating Committee) and

come up with a slate of candidates for the officers:  Vice President/President Elect; Secretary; Treasurer

and Assistant Treasurer.  All the people I asked agreed to serve on the committee. Whew.

We met several times in January to come up with lists of possible candidates.  (Note:  not everyone you

call will accept.)  My committee was very helpful in that different members volunteered to call candidates

for the different offices, thus greatly easing my job.  When the slate was complete, we sent it to Arnold

and thought our job was over.

Not so.  We also had to oversee the election of candidates running for Council.  The moderator/s of each

seminar are asked in both the fall and spring semesters to see if anyone in their course is interested in

running for Council; this is important, as it gives people a chance to engage in the decision-making body

of 5CLIR.  Callie collects the names of all of these candidates plus a short biographical statement, and

the list is presented at the Annual Meeting.  At that time nominations from the floor can be accepted, pro-

vided you have asked the person you nominate if s/he is willing to serve.  This gives the membership

present a chance to participate in the nominating process. Callie does not mail out the actual ballots until

all nominations have been finalized.

Are we done yet? No.  We need to choose three people to be tellers of the election process once all bal-

lots have been mailed in.  THEN we are done.

Although the Nominating Committee works all year, none of this is onerous, and we had good times at

our meetings.  It is important work, and I was blessed in having very cooperative and efficient committee

members, all of whom I got to know better in the process.  There’s another reward.

Nina M. Scott
Chair, Nominating Committee                                                                             

Don’t forget Sunday, June 10th!
Come along to the Davis Ballroom (Davis Hall, Prospect Street, Smith College) and pick up your fall 2007

packet of materials, meet and chat with the moderators of the fall semester seminars, see what the Special

Programs Committee has in store for you, and then wrap up your afternoon with a vote on the proposed by-

law amendment at the Annual Meeting, which follows immediately after the Meet the Moderators event.

You will also have a chance to meet Mary Franks, who will be taking over the presidency of LIR from Arnold

on July 1st.
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