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CALENDAR...
November 2007

Thursday, November 1, 12:30–2:30 p.m.
Viewpoints Discussion Group

Highland Valley Elder Services, 
320 Riverside Drive, Florence

(contact Hy Edelstein @ 584-3060)

Thursdays, Nov 1, 8, 15, 29, 1:30-2:30 p.m.
Spanish conversation with Marianne Jakus

2nd floor (Amherst Room), Jones Library, Amherst
(contact Marianne @ 575-2449 on weekends

or 9-10 p.m. weedays or email her at
mariannejakus@hotmail.com)

Thursday, November 1, 2:30–4:30 p.m.
Curriculum Committee meeting

Five Colleges HQ, Amherst

Friday, November 2, 10:00–noon
Long-Range Planning meeting

UMass Continuing Education building,
University Business Park, Venture Way 

(off North Maple St, Hadley)

Fridays, November 2, 9, 1:30–3:30 p.m.
Opera Prep Workshop with Peg Bedell
Mt Tom Room, Easthampton Lathrop

(for those who have already signed up!)
(contact Peg Bedell on 586-8661 or  

peggotty25@aol.com)

Fridays, Nov 2, 9, 16, 30, 1:30–3:30
French conversation with Judith Pool
Greenleaves Community Room, Hadley

(contact: Judith @ 586-2190)

...save the dates...
Fridays, Nov 2, 9, 16, 30, 2:00–4:00 p.m.

Bridge with Leo Sartori
Rockridge Retirement Community

25 Coles Meadow Road, Northampton
(contact Leo at 467-3626)

Thursday, November 8, 2:30–4:30 p.m.
Council meeting

Five Colleges HQ, Amherst

Thursday, November 15, 2:00-4:00 p.m.
Travel Interest Group

Jim & Nina Scott visit Chile
Highland Valley Elder Services, 

(contact Syma or Philippe Meyer at
549-6507 or baboum1@aol.com)

Friday, November 16, 10 a.m.-noon
British Comedy Film Series:
This has been CANCELLED

due to extremely low attendance 

Sunday, November 18, 2:00–4:00 p.m.
Spring Preview: Coming Attractions

(formerly Meet the Moderators)
Carroll Room & Wilson Atrium,
Smith College Campus Center

Thursday, November 22: Thanksgiving
Office closed until Monday the 26th

Thursday, November 29, 2:00-4:00 p.m.
Arts Interest Group:

Dottie Rosenthal on Lee Bontecue &
Ward Motts: Willem de Kooning & Alice Neel
Room 114, UMass Continuing Ed Bldg, Hadley

Friday, November 30, 1:30–3:30 p.m. 
Book Club: contact Sheila Klem 548-7945 or

sfklem@comcast.net
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P
eople ask me how I can possibly find time for leisure when I have so

many LIR activities to pursue. I tell them it is easy. My husband and I

have recently returned from 3 weeks in California. While away, I 

worried about missing important LIR concerns, so called in regularly, to be

told, “No problems here, just forget about LIR while you are on vacation.”

It was true. LIR is well organized with dedicated committees which make

sure that programs progress smoothly. In September fall seminars began

and all 22 are running as planned, thanks to the Curriculum Committee, to Callie, who handles all

location details and last-minute switching, and to the Technology Committee which keeps track of

equipment needs.

In October the Curriculum Committee held a Moderators’ Reception in which present and prospec-

tive moderators met to discuss how their seminars were going, exchange tips on techniques and

to offer suggestions for future seminars. The message was clear that seminars are a pleasure for

all concerned and that we are always looking for ideas for new seminars.  Let us know of any sug-

gestions you may have.

LIR is always looking for your suggestions for improvements. If you missed the chance to make

yourself heard at the October Planning Forum, you can still attend the November 2nd Forum and

express your ideas about the future course of LIR, or contact Long-Range Planning Chair Joan

Hastings at 584-4957 or joanhastings97@hotmail.com .

Do you wonder about spring seminars? Don’t forget to attend the Sunday, November 18th Spring

Preview at the Smith College Campus Center, from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m.  (Look for the invitation

inserted in this newsletter.) See you there!

Mary Franks

President

Letter from Mary Franks, our President

Save the Date for our January Holiday Party!

What: Holiday luncheon

Where: Willits-Hallowell Center, Mt Holyoke College

When: Tuesday, 8th January 2008, exact time tba

Entertainment: Roger Coulombe on the piano

Parking: parking lot adjoins the center

Price: $15.50 per person

Save the date and do plan to join your LIR Friends for this mid-winter, 

post-holiday fun get-together!



T
he financial condition of Five Colleges Learning in Retirement continues to be healthy; the

membership revenues in fiscal 2007 grew, as did revenues from programs. Our control of

expenses remained “vigilant,” and as a result of less office management time, we had a sub-

stantial excess of revenues over expenses. In fiscal 2008 we have budgeted that office manage-

ment will return to prior levels.

Our balance sheet is equally strong. Our assets, substantially cash held by Five Colleges

Incorporated, were approximately 60,000 at June 30, 2007, and our net fixed assets 5000. Our lia-

bilities – mostly prepaid dues or summer programs – were 15,000.  

Over the years, Council has designated various amounts to support future activities, including a

Capital Fund, Membership Assistance, Memorial Fund, and several program funds, totaling 19,000.

What remains is our “equity” of 32,000; this somewhat exceeds our ‘target’ of half of the expenses

in the current year’s operating budget, and provides us a cushion for significant changes in our

operating results.

Charles Klem

Treasurer

(see white Balance Sheet insert)
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The 5CLIR Reporter is published monthly by Five College Learning in Retirement, Room 9, Mason

Hall, Smith College, MA  01063.

5CLIR Financial Statements

Bits and Pieces

L
ong-Range Planning Forum: if you were unable to attend the October 26th forum at Smith

College, do try to come to the second forum on November 2nd, 10:00–12:00 noon, at the

UMass Continuing Education building, Hadley. (See calendar on front page!)

M
embers of 5CLIR once again answered the phones at the WFCR fall fundraisder during

the 6–9 a.m. shift on Thursday, October 25th. 

N
ina & Jim scott made a PowerPoint presentation through the Human Resources office of

Mt. Holyoke College to pre-retirees on Tuesday, October 9th.  It was very successful for the

30+ people in attendance.  Contact Nina for more details.

G
ail Gaustad has kindly informed me that in the last issue of The Reporter the speaker in

the middle photo is Peggy MacLeod from the Center for Ecological Tchnology, not Cathy

Chamberlain from the DEP.

Thank you, Jim Scott and Gail Gaustad for the above news items. If you have anything to report, please let me know

by email ckorszak@email.smith.edu. Contributions for the newsletter would be much appreciated.
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Are you having to MISS 
the Long-Range Planning Forums???

If you are going to miss both of the planned forums (October 26th and November 2nd),

it would be helpful if you could tear out the Long-Range Planning Questionnaire (pages

5/6 of this newsletter), fill it in with your ideas and thoughts for the future of LIR, and

send it off to Callie at the office. We need all the completed questionnaires by

November 15th.

Your ideas and suggestions are very important to us, so please do send this question-

naire in to us and include any additional comments you wish to make.  

THANK YOU!

Send to: 5CLIR, Rm 9, Mason Hall, Smith College, Northampton, MA 01063

Around the Jewish Table Cookbook

I
t’s already November and the holidays are fast approaching. We still have a handful of Around

the Jewish Table Cookbooks. The cost is only $6.00, and your money goes to the Membership

Assistance Fund. As the cookbook has long ago paid for itself, all of the purchase price will be 

allocated to the fund. Contact Serene Rubin at 253-3213, or gank@music.umass.edu .

The Food 1/2 Page

Ethnic Eating Group

T
he Adventures in Ethnic Eating group meets each month, at various times arranged for the

convenience of the restaurant chefs and the group members. All LIR members are welcome.

If you wish to attend any of the meals, or to obtain more information, contact Joice Gare at

584-6016 or joiceg@crocker.com to find out who is that month’s coordinator. Reservations are 

limited, so first-come, first-served.

There is a different coordinator every month, and Serene Rubin has the honors for November. The

ethnic choice will be Mexican. Contact Serene Rubin at 253-3213 or gank@music.umass.edu .
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LONG-RANGE PLANNING

Questionnaire and Agenda for Planning Forums

October 26 and November 2, 2007 

A. Long-range vision

1. What should LIR be? Rate in order of preference: (1–6)

a. Intellectual stimulation/learning (  )

b. Social interaction –meeting potential friends (  )

c. Discussion: Exchange of viewpoints with variety of people (  )

d. Sharing coping mechanisms on issues of aging in the Valley (  )

e. Collaborating with other agencies serving seniors, e.g. RSVP volunteers (  )

f.  Other (be specific)________________________ (  )

2. What would help you recommend LIR to your friends and acquaintances?

Are there reasons why your friends and acquaintances don’t join LIR?

3. What organizational name would best represent us?

Reasons for change: Better fit with national trend, broader appeal, not all potential 

members are “retired.” 

Reasons against change: Existing brochures, tradition, present identity.

Please check your preference:

___No change ( Currently: Five College Learning in Retirement) 5CLIR.org

___Lifelong Learning Institute of Five Colleges Incorporated.  5CLLI.org

___The Five Colleges Lifelong Learning Institute “

___Five Colleges Lifelong Learning “

___Other: (be specific) ___________________________

4. Currently full members may choose to become associate members (they may attend every

thing but seminars) after one year of full membership. Do you think there should be non-vot

ing associate members who have never been full members?  

Yes ___  No___

B. Format for our Curriculum

1. What would be your ideal curriculum? Please rank formats in the order you are most likely to 

attend (1–6):

a. Peer-led seminar – 10 weeks (  )

b. Peer-led seminar –   5 weeks (  )

c. Lecture/discussion. One or more sessions. “Distinguished volunteer” leaders, 

members or willing local academics (  )

d. Viewpoints – Moderated discussion on pre-announced topic (  )

e. Special programs:  Outings (nature or culture), language practice, bridge, etc. (  )

f. Public events (some fee involved): i.e. Great Decisions, Aging Creatively Conference, 

bus trips. (  )
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2. How would you choose the activities that you would attend?

Rate: 1– important,   2 – a consideration,   3 – not important

Topic   (  ),     Leader   (  ),    Time   (  ),     Place   (  ),     Format   (  ),    Cost   (  ),  

Other_____________

3. Would you be willing to lead or plan an event in one of these formats focused on one of your 

interests or expertise? Yes___ No___

(If you have questions about the process, please discuss with Sara Wright (seminars) 774-6785 or

Marybeth Bridegam (special programs) 253-9562.)

C. Financing our future:

Given that current fees ($200) for about 240 members barely cover our necessary adminis-

trative costs, we need additional funds for more administrative hours as well as new equipment.

We ask you to consider the following formats for charging fees that could meet our budget (mem-

bership assistance will be available to all):

1. No change in structure, but fees will be increased as deemed necessary by Finance 

Committee.

2. Same full membership fees and benefits, higher associate member fees to help cover 

additional special programs.

3. More activity-specific charges for existing special programs.

4. What other fundraising activities to you suggest and why?  Examples: special dinners, 

endowment, annual fund, planned giving, bequests from wills….

Please state your preference and tell us why.  

Thank you for completing this questionnaire to assist the Long-Range Planning Committee in their work.

You will hear the Council’s recommendations based on the results before the Annual Meeting, in conjunc-

tion with a draft of new by-laws.

The Committee:
Joan Hastings, Larry Ambs, co-chairs; Mary Franks; Arnold Friedmann; Leo Sartori; Chuck Gillies; Kathy
Coulombe; Sara Wright; Serene Rubin; Eleanor Shattuck; Jim Harvey.
By-law draftsman:  Wil Hastings

Your name: (optional)______________________

Please return to committee member or: 

Five College LIR, Mason Hall, Smith College, Northampton, MA 01063
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Opera Workshops

I
f you have signed up for Peggy Bedell’s Rigoletto Opera Workshops, don’t forget that
the time has been changed to 1:30–3:30. Workshops are held at the Mt Tom Room,
Easthampton Lathrop, on Friday, November 2nd and Friday, November 9th.

Arts News

Arts Interest Group: Part 3

In the November session in this group of pro-

grams, we have two presentations. Dottie

Rosenthal will talk about Lee Bontecue who had

great success in the early 60s at the beginning of

her career. She regularly exhibited with the most

prominent abstract expressionists and early Pop

artists. However, when she changed her style,

making sculptures of vacuum-formed plastics

based on life forms, her work was scorned by

critics. For 30 years she taught and created her

work in relative obscurity. In 2004 her reputation

was revived when a retrospective exhibit of her

work traveled to major museums around the US.

Ward Motts will talk about the work of the Dutch-

born artist Willem de Kooning and Alice Neel. 

De Kooning, born in Holland (1904–1997) came

to the USA in 1926. In the beginning, he painted

figures, though his painting grew increasingly

abstract. In 1948 his black and white abstractions

became an important part of the Abstract

Expressionist movement in NYC.  In the 50s he

returned to his interest in figures – painting con-

troversial pictures of women, which may be his

most memorable work.  

Tragedy,  including a nervous breakdown, haunt-

ed Pennsylvania-born Alice Neel (1900–1984)

all her early life.  The WPA provided her enough

financial security to concentrate on her portrait

paintings, while also participating in the artistic,

intellectual, and political ferment of the time. The

60s brought her recognition by the public and

admiration by the artist community, which

increased until her death in 1984.

The LIR Arts Interest Group meets the 5th Thursday this month, due to the Thanksgiving holiday.

Sessions run  from 2:00–4:00 p.m. in Room 114, the UMASS Continuing Education building, University

Business Park, 100 Venture Way (off North Maple Street in Hadley).  During the first semester, Betsy

Van Dyke will be the Facilitator for the group.  She may be contacted at 549-0975.

The deadline for the December newsletter is Monday, 26th

November! Please send an email attachment of material you

would like to be included. 

Thanks.
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