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CALENDAR 

 

6th October 

Curriculum 
Committee meeting 
 

7th October 

Opera Workshop 

 

13th October 

Council meeting 
 

14th October 

Opera Workshop 
 

19th October 

Slavery and Its 
Legacy: Follow-up 
Conversation 
 

21st October 

Opera Workshop 
 

28th October 

Moderators’ 

Reception AND 

Deadline for Spring 
2006 proposals 
 

3
rd

 November 

Curriculum Committee 
meeting 

5
th

 November 

Simply the Best: MA 
Health Care Trust 
 

10
th

 November 

Council meeting 
 

11
th

 November 

Speaker: State Rep. 
Ellen Story 
 

17
th

 November 

Debate and Q&A: 
WAL-MART 

 
 

 

Letter from the President 

 

Many thanks to Joice Gare, as Chair of 
the Meetings Committee, for putting 
together the “Picnic” on the 16th 
September, and to Helen Seyfert, 
Chair, and the Membership Committee 
for their role. And to Callie, of course. 
Everyone seemed to have a good time, 
but we really missed those of you who 
were not there, and hope your absence 
was caused by pleasant reasons and 
not ill health. 
 

I’m pleased to be able to tell you that Chuck Gillies and Jim 
Scott have agreed to be co-chairs of the new Public Relations 
Committee. 
 
The workshop, sponsored by the Technology Committee, at 
which Naomi Yanis demonstrated the use of some of our new 
equipment, was well attended. We are very, very fortunate  to 
have these talented and generous people in our organization. 
 
The reception for new members is to take place October 23rd. 
The officers and Council look forward to meeting those who’ve 
joined LIR since January. It’s a good opportunity for new 
members to learn more about LIR and each other. 
 
Seminars have now begun. Enrichment to you all! 

           
----Dorothy Gorra 

 
[photographs by Chuck Gillies] 
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The Mid-Atlantic Regional Lifelong Learning Institutes’  

2005 Conference 

 
The conference titled "From Today's 
Success to Tomorrow's Promises" 
took place from September 11th to the 
13th at the North  Carolina Center for   
Creative Retirement in Asheville, NC. 
Sheila and Charlie Klem, Joan 
Hastings, and I were at the 
conference. We shall give a report to 
the Council and we may together write 
a more formal report. These are just a 
few comments and personal 
observations. 
 

Some 160 participants from many 
parts of the country attended. The 
Center for Creative Retirement is a 
most impressive free-standing building 
which seems better than most 
conference facilities in upscale hotels. 
It was erected on land donated by the 
University of North Carolina with 
private and foundation funds raised by 
the Asheville Lifelong Learning 
members for an amount exceeding  
$4 million. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Our very own LIR Conference participants, from left to right: Arnold Friedmann 

(Vice-President), Joan Hastings (Chair of Learning in Community), Charles Klem 
(Assistant Treasurer), Sheila Klem (Co-Chair of Curriculum Committee).     

 
[photo courtesy of Sheila Klem] 
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Compared to that group, and 
compared to many other Lifelong 
Learning groups, we seem to be small 
(and poor). I was surprised to hear 
from a number of LIR groups attached 
to small colleges that I have never 
even heard of that have a membership 
between 800 and 1200 individuals. 
Most LIRs seem to function with 
lectures by faculty, or a combination of 
lectures and peer-learning seminars. 
 

The fee structures vary from group to 
group, but in many groups they are 
based on a relatively modest 
membership fee plus payment for 
each class or seminar taken. 
 

After a welcoming address by the 
director of the Asheville center (an 
interesting and well delivered talk on 
the history and potential future of LLIs  
– the more common name for LIR  
 

organizations) there were a series of 
concurrent sessions which between 
the four of us we managed to cover. 
The subjects dealt with ways to raise 
funds, fostering community amongst 
members, enriching programs with 
trips and tours, learning circles, long-
range planning, and "Are we ready for 
the coming of the Boomers?" amongst 
other similar topics. 
 

I found the conference very well 
organized and very interesting and 
certainly came away with lots of new 
ideas and thoughts. I hope that some 
of the ideas we heard might help us in 
keeping our own group vital and 
growing. In spite of a little bit of 
jealousy for the riches of others, I also 
felt that our own LIR is a wonderful 
group (an unbiased opinion) doing the 
right thing. 

----Arnold Friedmann 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     

 

Special Programs Committee 
 

One of the programs our Committee would like to do is revisit the idea of "Encore 
Presentations" done a few years ago for our Tenth Anniversary. The notion is that some 
presentations – either because of their content or because of the special quality of the 
presentation – could be enjoyed by a wider audience than just the seminar they 
originated in. If you have suggestions of presentations that you thought were unusually 
good, please let Chuck Gillies, who is coordinating this for the Committee, know  
(253-9232; gillies@comcast.net). This Spring we will probably do only one program (i.e. 
two presentations), but if the idea is well received we could make this a regular part of 
our offerings. 

 

 

 

Easthampton Lathrop 
Sunday, October 28th, 2005, 2:00–4:00 p.m. 
(more information to follow) 

MODERATORS – SAVE THE DATE… 

 

… …Moderators’ Reception   
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JOHN BRACEY AND OTHERS TO 

SPEAK AT “SLAVERY AND ITS 

LEGACY: A FOLLOW-UP 

CONVERSATION” ON OCT. 19
TH

 

 

-- 

 

The six-part symposia series sponsored 
last winter by 5CLIR will be followed by 
“SLAVERY AND ITS LEGACY: A 
FOLLOW-UP CONVERSATION” on 
Wednesday, October 19th, 4:30 p.m. at 
Converse Hall, Amherst College.  Given 
the success of the series (over 1000 
attended) the Planning Committee 
wanted to continue the dialogue.  We 
expect that issues raised by Hurricane 
Katrina will permeate the discussion.  
The audience will be invited to interact 
with the panel.  See insert for details. 
 
We would like to publicize this program as 
widely as possible, so PLEASE take the 
insert and post it at your health club, church 
bulletin board, etc.               ----Chuck Gillies  

 

 
        ( photo by Gene Butera) 

John Bracey, UMass African-American 
Studies, pictured speaking here last 
March, will be on the Follow-up 
Conversation panel again this Fall.                                              

  
           (photo from her website)              (photo by Chuck Gillies) 

 

Speakers include Onawumi Jean Moss, 
(left), Associate Dean of Students at 
Amherst College and noted storyteller; 
and Dean Robinson, UMass Political 
Science, here shown speaking  last 
March on health issues in Slavery and 
Its Legacy. 
 

   
         ( photo by Chuck Gillies)               ( photo from his website) 

 
Howard Parad (left), 5CLIR and Slavery 
and Its Legacy Planning Committee 
member, will be on the panel with 
Preston Smith (right), Professor of 
Politics at Mt. Holyoke, and Chuck 
Gillies, Project Director, as moderator. 
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 Law And Dis/Order Series Continues 

 
The Law and Dis/Order series 
sponsored by the Weissman Center 
for Leadership and the Liberal Arts of 
Mount Holyoke College will continue 
in October with two events. The first 
will feature a talk by Joan Jacobs 
Brumberg, prize-winning author and 
historian, who will consider the 
juvenile death penalty in historical 
perspective. Her talk, entitled 
“Kansas Charley to Simmons v. 
Roper: Rethinking the Juvenile 
Death Penalty in America,” will be 
held Thursday, October 20 at 7:00 
p.m. in Gamble Auditorium at the 
college art museum. 
 

On Thursday, October 25, nationally-
known teacher and author Jonathan 
Kozol will speak on “Shame of the 
Nation: The Restoration of Apartheid 
Schooling in America” at 7:00 p.m. in 
Chapin Hall. Kozol has found, based 
on five years of research, that there 
a steady rise in educational 
segregation in the United States.  
 
 

The next event in the series will 
focus on women in prison. On 
November 3 at 7:00 p.m. in Gamble 
Auditorium, author Christina 
Rathbone will discuss life at the 
women’s correctional facility in 
Framingham, MA. She will be joined 
by Tara McKelvey, senior editor of 
American Prospect, who has 
published accounts of women 
detainees in Abu Ghraib Prison.  
 

The Law and Dis/Order series will 
conclude on Thursday, November 17 
with a talk by Judge Joyce London 
Alexander, the first African-American 
woman to serve as Magistrate Judge 
in the United States. Her talk, 
entitled “Judges, Citizenship, and 
Justice,” will begin at 7:00 p.m. in 
Gamble Auditorium. 
 

All events are free and open to the 
public. For further information, 
contact the Weissman Center at 
413-538-3070.   
    ----Dorothy Rosenthal 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

New Members in LIR…we have new members joining every day. These are the 

names of most of our new members, but by the time this goes to press, we will have more 
names to add. If I have missed your name off the list of people who have joined LIR since 
the beginning of the Spring 05 semester, please tell me! We all wish you new members a 
warm welcome to LIR, and the Council members look forward to  meeting you at the New 
Members’ Tea on Sunday, October 23rd. 
 
Edith Bachrach  Priscilla Dolloff Arlene Kowal  Willard Weeks 
Elaine Boettcher  Michael Engel  Diane Liebert  Mollie Whitaker 
Marybeth Bridegam  Courtney Gordon Judith Pool  Bill Williams 
Ann Caplan   Sally Haynes  Louise Reilly 
Joan Cenedella  Jane Hovde  Marianne Schumann 
Alexander Chajes  Irving Howards Alice Shearer 
Diana Coccoluto  Kathleen Jones Mona Sprecker   
Nancy Considine  Peter Kos  Framces Volkman   
        
   You will receive an invitation in the post with details of the tea……!  
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Proposal forms may be obtained at the 5CLIR Office, or if you visit our website, 
www.5clir.org, they may be completed and submitted electronically.  The success 
of our program depends on the willingness of members to be both participants 
and moderators.   
 

We welcome your ideas for topics as well as suggestions of other members who 
might be good moderators; we might be able to make some good matches.  
Likewise, if you are considering proposing a seminar but would enjoy having a 
co-moderator, let us know.   
 

Remember:  you do not have to be an “expert” on a subject to 

propose and conduct a successful seminar.  Start with a passion for a 

topic, and we will all share the learning that results.  
 

The process takes time. The Curriculum Committee reviews each proposal 
before it is accepted. A course catalogue will then be assembled for distribution 
at the Meet the Moderators event for Spring course registration scheduled for 
Nov. 20 at the Amherst College Alumni House. This early time frame will allow for 
seminar registration, any lotteries that may be necessary, and subsequent 
seminar enrollment notification – all before the holiday season!  Many members 
enjoy having January to prepare for Spring seminars. 
 

If you have questions regarding seminar proposals, please call either of the 
Curriculum Committee Co-chairs: Sheila Klem (548-7945) or Eleanor Shattuck, 
pictured below left (585-8006), or any member of the Committee.   
 

 

Curriculum Committee Looks for Your 

Proposals for Spring Seminars 

 

The Curriculum Committee is anticipating a good 

number of proposals for the Spring semester, but at 

this point we have actually received very 

few.  Because of our relatively early deadline (October 

28), we need your seminar proposal NOW!   
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Two More Events at the Fine Arts Center Gallery 

 

The gallery of the Fine Arts Center, at 
151 Presidents Drive on the UMASS 
Amherst campus, is presenting a series 
of events called "Looking Forward-
Looking Back". Former gallery directors 
will be "In Conversation" with one of the 
artists that they featured during their 

tenure. The first conversation was on 
the 29th September (Betsy Siersma 
talking with Allan Wexler), but there are 
still two more in the offing that you might 
enjoy. Please note that the conversation 
scheduled for this month has been 
postponed. 

 

Wednesday, November 30th, 5:30 p.m. 

Lastly, Hugh Davies (currently director of the Museum of Contemporary Art in San 
Diego) will have a conversation with Robert Irwin in the Fine Arts Center Lobby. Robert 
Irwin created, amongst other works of art, the gardens of the Getty Museum in Los 
Angeles, and was the designer for the DIA museum in Beacon, New York.  
 

Event originally scheduled for Thursday, October 20th has been postponed until February, as 
the artist is in China! 

Helaine Posner will be in conversation with Judy Pfaff, a very well known artist, in the 
Fine Arts Center Lobby, at a date to be announced. 
 

 All presentations will be followed by refreshments. Members of 5LIR are cordially 
invited to attend. There is no fee. Parking at that time of the day should not be difficult, 
and there is adequate space for handicapped parking. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attention Virginia Woolf fans! 

 

Julia Briggs, author of Virginia Woolf: an Inner Life, will give a reading and talk. 
November 17th –– 7:30 p.m. 

106 Seeley Hall, Smith College 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Of possible interest to LIR poets… 

Haiku Meetings 

 

Are you interested in reading, listening to, or writing your own Haiku, the brief poetry-
pictures of Japanese origin? The Haiku Society of Western Massachusetts meets in the 
Florence Bank, Rte 9, Hadley, on the second Saturday of each month from 1:00 to 3:00 
p.m. We welcome new members. For details, call Gloria Ayvazian (413-584-4899) or 
email Millie Butera on G.Butera58@hotmail.com.  
 

mailto:G.Butera58@hotmail.com
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Notes from the Office… 

 

 
 
…otherwise known as Callie Kendall. 
 

 
outs for the address I made in Chicago this weekend. If I spoke to you on the telephone on 
Monday and sounded a little tired, I can blame it on O’Hare Airport, which was closed during 
a severe thunderstorm most of Sunday. Not much traffic on I-91 North at 3:00 am. (Yes, 
Naomi, we got back later than you did, because we got lost in the parking garage…) 
 

I received a postcard from Marcia and Jean Holden – with Lesson #3 in Life as it is Lived in 
New England! Hy Edelstein continues to grapple with my questions on the database. 
Thanks to all of you who have given me words of encouragement. I hope you enjoyed the 
picnic as much as I did. It gave me a chance to meet some of those names I have been 
typing into the computer and speaking to on the phone. 
 
Many of you knew Vera Crane, and I thought that you might like to know there is a memorial 
service for her at the Unitarian Society in Northampton on October 8 at 2:30 p.m. Due to the 
vagaries of the postal service, some of you may hear about this too late, for which I am 
sorry. LIR will be holding its annual Memorial Service at the beginning of January (see box). 
Hasta la vista!                                                   [photograph by Dorothy Gorra] 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Seminar Feedback Forms to Appear Soon 

 

By now fall seminars are well underway, and LIR members are pursuing an enormous range of topics 
available for the active learning so valued by us all.  The weeks go by quickly, however, and 
moderators will soon be looking for feedback on their seminars. In order for evaluations to be useful to 
everyone involved, the Curriculum Committee asks that feedback forms be completed in each seminar 
halfway through the semester so that suggestions will benefit the remainder of the seminar.  

 

There has been lots of activity in the LIR office 
since last I wrote. Laura Cranshaw and Sally 
Edelstein have continued their trimming of the 
office files, making room for all the new papers 
and documents that are accumulating at a rate 
of knots. Peter Reitt the “Nutcracker” has been 
in to perform brain surgery on the photocopier, 
assisted by Joice Gare….and Gail Gaustad, 
Diana Coccoluto, and Miriam Fishbaine did 
sterling work on mailings.  Many of you have 
sent me items for the newsletter, for which many 
thanks – a bumper issue again! I was unable to 
attend Sara Wright’s Seminar Presentation 
Workshop, but she kindly spent time  with me, 
and  gave  me  some confidence-boosting hand-  

 

MEMORIAL SERVICE 

 

A memorial service for LIR members who passed away during the year will take place 
on January 5th, 2006, at the Amherst College Alumni House. If you were a friend, or 
knew about the life and activities of any of those members who passed away, you 
might wish to say a few words to commemorate them during the service. Please 
contact Callie or me, so that we can prepare a schedule for the service. 
 

Also, if you are a pianist and would consider performing a few appropriate pieces 
during the service, please contact me.                                           ---- Arnold Friedmann 
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COMING ATTRACTIONS 

COMING ATTRACTIONS 
 

COMING ATTRACTIONS 
 

Calendar of Upcoming   Special 

Programs 

 

October 19, 2005, 4:30 pm 

Slavery and Its Legacy: A Follow-up 
Conversation 

Amherst College: Converse Hall 
 

November 5, 2005, 10:00 am–12 noon 

Simply the Best: MA Health Care Trust 
Speaker: Amherst League of Women Voters 

Health Care Committee 
Hampshire College: Franklin Paterson Room # 80  

West Lecture Hall 
 

November 11, 2005, 4:00–6:00 pm 

Rep. Ellen Story:  News out of Boston 
Hampshire College: Faculty Lounge,  

2nd floor, Franklin Patterson Hall  
 

November 17, 2005,  1:30–3:30 pm 

Debate and Q & A:  WAL-MART 
Norman Winston, moderator 

Smith Field House 

 

COMPUTER CIRCLE IS 

BACK!

 

The Technology Committee 
of 5CLIR will present a 
Computer Circle 1:00 p.m. 
to 3:00 p.m. at the Jones 
Library in Amherst. The 

topic will be “Email – 

What You Should 

Know”. Mark your 

schedule now. More details 
will be announced in the 
November newsletter! 

 

 

DEADLINE FOR NEXT NEWSLETTER 

Please send, bring, or email your news items, pics, articles, etc., to me at the beginning of the last week 
in October for inclusion in the November newsletter.   I’ll be on the lookout for them... don’t forget! 

 

 
 

Previous 
Picnic 

Attraction 
 

(thank 
you, 

Chuck 
Gillies) 

 


