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CALENDAR...
September 2007

Thursday, Sept. 6, 12:30-2:30 p.m.
*** Note time change!!! ***
Viewpoints Discussion Group

Highland Valley Elder Services, 
320 Riverside Drive, Florence

(contact Hy Edelstein @ 584-3060)
(see inside for more details)

Thursday, Sept. 6, 2:30-4:30 p.m.
Curriculum Committee meeting

Five Colleges HQ, Amherst

Thursday, Sept. 13, 2:30-4:30 p.m.
Council meeting

Five Colleges HQ, Amherst

Friday, Sept. 14, 9:30-10:30 & 11-12 
Digital Camera Workshops

(see inside for details)

Fridays, Sept. 14, 21, 28, 2-4:00 p.m.
Bridge with Leo Sartori

Rockridge Retirement Community
25 Coles Meadow Road, Northampton

(contact Leo at 467-3626)

Thursday, Sept. 20, 2:00-4:00 p.m.
Travel Interest Group

Travel to Laos with Joel Halpern
Highland Valley Elder Services, 

(contact Syma or Philippe Meyer at
549-6507 or baboum1@aol.com)

...save the dates...
September continued

Friday, Sept 21, 10 a.m.-noon
British Comedy Film Series:

Alec Guiness in Kind Hearts & Coronets
Keefe Campus Center, Amherst College
(contact: Eleanor Shattuck @ 585-8006 

or eleanors@charter.net)
(see inside for more details & lunch...)

Fridays, Sept.21, 28, 1:30-3:30 p.m.
French conversation with Judith Pool

23 Greenleaves Condominiums 
(Community Room), Hadley

(contact: Judith @ 586-2190)

Sunday, September 23, 2:00-4:00 p.m.
New Members’ Reception

Northampton Lathrop
(for new members only)

Thursday, September 27, 1:30-3:30 p.m.
and every Thursday thereafter

Spanish conversation with Marianne Jakus
Jones Library, Amherst

Second Floor, Amherst Room
(contact: mariannejakus@hotmail.com)

Thursday, September 27, 2:30-4:30 p.m.
Arts Interest Group

Overview of American art: post-WWII–2000
by Betsy Van Dyke

Room 114, UMass Continuing Ed Bldg, Hadley
(contact: Betsy @ 549-0975)
(see inside for more details)
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Hope you have all had a healthy, relaxing, enjoyable summer. Many of you
have taken part in summer programs. The final summer program on August
23rd featured a speaker from the Center of Ecological Technology who
advised on ways to reduce our carbon footprint. This was followed by a
potluck picnic which resulted in so many requests for recipes that Callie
has asked for all who brought food to send in their recipes so she can print
up a cookbook. Many thanks to Gail and John Gaustad who graciously
hosted 60 happy, well-fed LIR members in their beautiful back yard.  

Callie reports that as of August 30th we have 240 full-time members
(including 46 new members) and 20 associate members. A warm welcome to all members, new and
returning. As in previous years, we are hosting a reception for new members, on September 23rd at
Northampton Lathrop.    

We look forward to another fine, program-packed year. All 22 seminars are running, and as you know,
the semester starts the week of September 24th. Check the calendar for Special Programs and
attend as many as you can. What a fabulous array of activities LIR offers.  Enjoy.

Mary Franks
President of 5CLIR

Letter from the  President of LIR

Don’t forget...
Seminars begin the week of September 24th! 

Some Special Programs begin earlier.
Refer to the fall catalog for details of your seminars.

Look in the Special Programs booklet for upcoming events! 
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The 5CLIR Reporter is published monthly by Five College Learning in Retirement, Room 9, Mason
Hall, Smith College, MA  01063.

Bits and Pieces

T
he date of the Digital Camera Workshop has been changed from Sept 13th to the 14th: 

When: Friday, September 14th: 
9:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.   Part I, How To Buy a Digital Camera
11:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon Part II, How to Use a Digital Camera

Where: Jones Library Meeting Room, Amherst

Come along and join in, and bring your digital camera if you have already bought one! 
No need to sign up.

The Far World Comes Near
Travels and Residency in Indochina, 1950s and 1960s

T
ravel and trips always involve a telling about times past, whether yesterday or generations ago.
This presentation, while it does involve my fallible memory to a degree, also relies on the
frozen time of photographic images. Fortunately, the Kodachrome slides have retained their

color and I like to think that at least some of my photos can also speak to others even without the
aid of captions. It is indeed a vivid world of peasants, tribal peoples, traders, merchants, ritual
dancers, weavers, craftspeople, kings, a viceroy, ambassadors, and other foreigners that I will try to
share with you, along with selections from my Web site.   

What: Travel Interest Group presentation by Joel Halpern

When: Thursday, September 20th, 2:00 - 4:00 p.m.
Where: Highland Valley Elder Services, 320 Riverside Drive, Florence
Contact: Syma or Philippe Meyer @ 549-6507 or baboum1@aol.com

All welcome!

B
ridge special program. A reminder that this semester we will concentrate on playing bridge,
with discussion after each hand  to see what can be learned. People who did not attend pre-
vious sessions are welcome to join us. 

What: Bridge Interest Group 
When: Fridays, beginning September 14th, from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Where: Rockridge Retirement Community, 25 Coles Meadow Road, Northampton

If you have any questions, please contact me at 467-3626.  
Leo Sartori



Viewpoints

“Viewpoints” will resume its monthly gatherings on September 6th. Open to all 5CLIR members, it
meets on the first Thursday of the month from 12:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. at Highland Valley Elder
Services, Riverside Road, Florence. 

It continues to be an open, informal, spontaneous discussion group with adherence to our peer
learning mission, but is a fresh departure from the formal presentations and discussions in our sem-
inars:

•  Preparation is not required.  
•  At each session several topics proposed by participants are discussed.  
•  Topics are drawn from a wide range of matters  - - -

o  a trend in society/culture; 
o  a concern over a development in public or private life; 
o  an issue in the humanities or in a developing technology.  

All are encouraged to participate, and as the discussion develops, we find it difficult not to partici-
pate!  Discussions over such matters, drawing on the spirit, thoughtfulness, and good humor of its
seasoned participants, are indeed enriching learning experiences.

Bring a brown bag lunch!

Moderated by Hy Edelstein  (584-3060) or hedelste@crocker.com
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R
eminder: There is a new Special Program, lead by Marianne Jakus: Spanish Conversation.
It begins on September 27th, and will run throughout the coming year. The group will meet
every Thursday from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. at the Jones Library (second floor Amherst Room).

Marianne welcomes any and all LIR members who have had any past instruction/experience with
the Spanish language and who are interested in using the language, at any level. Please email
Marianne (mariannejakus@hotmail.com) or call her at 575-2449 (only on weekends or between 9
and 10 p.m. on weekdays), if you are interested in joining the group.  

Movie and Munch

K
ind Hearts and Coronets, the first of three Alec Guinness films (part of Special Program’s
British Comedy Film Series), will be shown in Keefe Auditorium of the Amherst College
Campus Center on Friday, September 21st, from 10:00 a.m. to noon.  

If you are planning to attend and would like to join me at the Amherst College Faculty dining room
afterwards, let me know and I will make reservations for a table there.

Eleanor Shattuck
eleanors@charter.net   
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T
he Technology Committee of 5CLIR maintains and schedules the use of all the audio-visual
equipment available to members. The equipment has been chosen to enhance LIR seminar
presentations as well as other LIR functions that would benefit from the use of audio-visual

aids. Most of these pieces of equipment have instructions included in the cases, but it is strongly rec-
ommended that they be given a trial run before use. 

The following equipment is available:
1. Projection screen
2. Speakers with their own power amplifiers and remote or wired microphones
3. DVD/VCR combo unit
4. VCR unit
5. Two Digital Light Projectors ( DLP) for connections to any of several video sources ( DVD/VCR 

player, laptop, Lumens Camera, etc.) allowing that video source to be projected onto a wall or
screen

6. Standard overhead transparency projector
7. Digital opaque projector (Lumens Camera Presenter) for projecting opaque objects such as book

pages on a wall or screen (in conjunction with one of the DLP projectors noted above). 

To schedule use of equipment, email the Technology Committee's scheduling agent, 
Jim Harvey, at  jimharvey@charter.net 

For information about its use, or if you do not have email, you may call him at 413-259-4404

Audio-Visual Equipment

Accolades for 5CLIR Members

D
ona Motts was awarded the Eveline Sears Senior Activist Award by the COA at the Senior
Center Volunteer Social earlier this summer. Dona has been very active throughout her life in
many aspects of education and social work: as teacher, Program Director, and caseworker,

and she is a past-president and legislative chair of the Amherst League of Women Voters. More
recently, she has turned her talents to a less academic pursuit: leading gentle fitness classes.

R
ay Moore, professor emeritus of Amherst College, has been awarded an Emeritus

Fellowship by the Andrew Mellon Foundation to complete work on his book on General

Douglas MacArthur. The tentative title of the book is Soldier of God: MacArthur's Attempt to

Christianize Japan. 

G
eorge Snook, formerly chief of orthopaedics at Cooley-Dickinson Hospital and long-time
University of Massachusetts at Amherst team physician and orthopaedic consultant (among
other activities), was inducted into the American Orthopaedic Society for Sports Medicine

(AOSSM) Hall of Fame in July in Calgary. Induction recognizes outstanding individuals who have
significantly contributed to the field of sports medicine. George was a founding member of AOSSM
and is a past-president. In 1992 he was named “Mr Sports Medicine,”a high honor for leaders in
the field.

If you know of 5CLIR members who have received an award or other recognition, please let me know....Callie



5CLIR REPORTER                September     2007

6

Art lovers!  Be sure to put the New LIR Arts Interest
Group on your calendar for the fourth Thursday of
each month during the coming year. This fascinat-
ing new group will meet  from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. in
the UMASS Continuing Ed Building, Room 114, in
the University Business Park, 100 Venture Way (off
North Maple Street in Hadley). During the first
semester, Betsy Van Dyke will be the facilitator for
the group; during the second semester, it will be
Honoré David.

Betsy has chosen some of the outstanding presen-
tations from her recent seminar for the group’s ses-
sions on September 27th, October 25th and
November 29th. (Note that in November the group
meets the FIFTH Thursday, as Thanksgiving falls
on the fourth.)

These first three programs deal with the amazingly
rich period of American art from the end of WWII to

the end of the century.  We will look at Abstract
Expressionism, Art Brut, Minimalism, Assemblage,
Pop art, Photo Realism, Urban Primitivism, and
Earth Art, and we see how European artists who
moved to America during and after the war influ-
enced the art scene here.  All three programs will
contain a lot of visual material. 

In September, Betsy Van Dyke will give an
overview of the art of these periods. The October
program will consist of a talk by Naomi Yanis on
Louise Nevelson, and one by Gillian Morbey on the
work of Jean Dubuffet.  In November, Dottie
Rosenthal will present the work of Lee Bontecue,
followed by Ward Motts speaking of Alice Neel and
Willem deKooning's  work.   

Come and join us: no need to register!

Questions? Contact Betsy @ 549-0975

New! Arts Interest Group

On Tuesday, August 7, 2007, at 10 a.m. a small
group of LIR people met in Nonotuck Park in
Easthampton.  This program was organized by
Sally Lawton.  The articulate and able presenter
was Catherine Chamberlain, Regional Coordinator,
Site Discovery Program, The Commonwealth of
Massachusetts Dept. of Environmental Protection,
Western Region (436 Dwight St., Springfield, MA
01103, tel. 413 755-2223).

Ms. Chamberlain explained her job and the water
supply here in Western Mass.  Various poisons
–TCE, PCB, etc. –that have been dumped into the
earth-- some from at least 50 years ago -- are still
getting into our tap water.  Only fairly recently have
we realized that sludge dumped in the woods or
buried in a backyard can have serious long term
effects on the water supply.

Ms. Chamberlain had two compelling exhibits – the
first, a large multicolored topographical map show-
ing known areas of pollution and the sites where
tests have been made into the aquifer channeled
between the two mountain ranges within the
Northampton–Westfield–Southampton–Holyoke
area.

The second exhibit was a large rectangular box
made of clear plastic that showed a cross section

of the earth, with fractured bedrock at the bottom,
assorted layers of earth piled above, ranging from
coarse to fine, with areas of underground water.
Clear plastic tubes descended to varying depths
from tiny mock-ups of different contributors to the
ground water:  a leaky oil tank, a septic system,
dumps, ponds, and so forth.  Ms. Chamberlain
dropped a little green dye into the open tube tops,
and soon green streaks began to appear eventual-
ly penetrating to the fractured rock at the base.
Water pumped up into the municipal supply would
be tinged with green dye drawn out of the sites of
pollution and so into a household kitchen sink and
bathroom shower.

Ms. Chamberlain spent an hour and a half telling us
horror stories and the endless battle to save our
drinking and washing water.  Some things we ought
to be aware of:  Medicines discarded into septic
systems or city sewers can find their way into the
ground water.   The surface water from any reser-
voir can carry diseases. Household water should
be passed through a couple of charcoal filters, fre-
quently renewed.  If you have a well, get it tested
often, perhaps every two years (get the 524.2 water
test, and get estimates from at least a couple of
labs –the cost can vary from $75 to $200).       

--K.T. Hazen (ed. by S. Lawton)

Water water everywhere…



Monday
Middle Ages: Bobbie Reitt
Using Photoshop Sara Wright
Women’s Biographies Joanne Kayser
Energy, Environment Sara Wright
Utopian Communities Kathy Hazen
The Elements Sue Case
Don Quixote Kathy Hazen

Tuesday
Autobiography Roger Coulombe
Cats and Dogs Gerald Goldman
Natural Disasters Pat Goldsher
Ancient Mesopotamia Bobbie Reitt
Choral Music Bobbie Reitt
Southeast Asia Shirley Brodigan
Watercolor and Drawing Kathy Hazen
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The deadline for the October newsletter is Monday, 24th

September! Please send an email attachment of material you

would like to be included. Thanks.

What’s a Liaison?

T
he term has been floating around LIR for a
couple of years, but few members outside
the Curriculum Committee understand

what a seminar’s liaison actually does. The com-
mittee agrees that it’s time to clarify things.

A seminar acquires a liaison when it is first
brought to the Curriculum Committee as a pro-
posal. A committee member is appointed to serve
as the link between the committee and the LIR
member who has proposed the seminar, assum-
ing responsibility for relaying the committee’s
thoughts about the proposal and for bringing
back to the committee the moderator’s respons-
es. As you might expect, the seminar approval
process often becomes a discussion between the
committee and the moderator as we work togeth-
er to create seminars that will both entice and

challenge our members intellectually.

Each seminar retains a liaison even after the
approval process is over. From this point on, the
liaison serves a dual function, as mentor or
adviser to the seminar’s moderator and also as
ombudsman for seminar participants. Our experi-
ence has been that our liaisons have a pretty
easy life—our seminars run quite smoothly, and
problems are few. Nevertheless, the Curriculum
Committee believes that it is important to have
liaisons in place to help members, whether as
moderators or as seminar participants, when
problems of any sort arise.

The LIR members who are currently serving as
liaisons for the seminars being held this fall
semester are as follows:

Wednesday
Firebird Bert Bandman
Ten Women Poets Ruth Hooke
Wisdom Shuttle Bobbie Reitt
Shaw and Wilde Joan Laird
Jeremiah Story Michael Wolff

Thursday
Abraham Lincoln Sara Wright
People on the Move Michael Wolff
Life and Fiction Joanne Kayser
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