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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT, GORDON WYSE  
  

My wife Mary joined LIR before I did, in 2009.  She had joined the 
French Conversation Group and was looking forward to a seminar 
on Women Ahead of Their Time.  I had recently retired from UMass.  
I was interested in LIR but still adjusting to my new retired status.  
Then Mary was invited to a new members’ luncheon and brought me 
along as a guest.  At lunch I had the good fortune to sit next to Larry 
Ambs, who I believe was President Elect.  I asked if I could still get 
into a seminar.  He said, “Why, yes.”  In fact there was still room in 
the seminar he and Dean Poli were leading on The Other 19th 
Century U. S. Presidents.  It was exactly the seminar I would have 
chosen, and I signed up the next day.  That was 23 seminars ago, and I am now launching on 
two more. 
 

This story comes to mind because I am thinking about membership.  Our membership has been 
fairly stable over the last ten years or so, hovering between 250 and 300 members.  Even if we 
simply maintain our present size, we must actively recruit new members, because people age, 
become ill, move away, and die.   
I am happy to report that we have an active and productive Public Relations/Publicity 
committee.  Under the leadership of Nina Scott the committee has written many articles for the 
Daily Hampshire Gazette and has taken the lead on several outreach activities this fall. (The next 
of these is at the Northampton Senior Center’s open house on Oct. 13 at 10AM.) These 
activities are vital for the health of the organization.  But we should all remember that many of 
us learned about LIR from family, friends and acquaintances, just as I did.  Each one of you is a 
powerful force in maintaining our membership.   
 

Another part of maintaining our numbers is supporting our current members. The fall potluck 
picnic, for example, was a delightful start to the fall season.  It was arranged by the Member 
Services Committee, chaired by Nancy Clune and Gail Gaustad, and held in the Gaustad’s yard 
on a gorgeous end-of-summer day.  My thanks to the Gaustads and all the committee. 
 
Let the seminars begin! 
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SCENES FROM THE ANNUAL 5CLIR PICNIC  
HOSTED BY GAIL & JOHN GAUSTAD 
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FALL 2016 SEMINARS ARE UNDERWAY! 

         

CRAFTS REVEALED at Rockridge 
 

         

DON QUIXOTE SEMINAR CELEBRATES THE POET’S 469TH BIRTHDAY 
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THE SCIENCE ROUND TABLE MEETS IN A NEW LOCATION 
 
The Science Round Table for Oct. 20 will take place from 2:00pm to 3:30pm at the new 
Hitchcock Center for the Environment on Rt. 116 in Amherst.  The driveway up to the Center 
is approximately one quarter mile north of the main entrance to Hampshire College. (Look for 
the Yellow Mailbox with the Purple Spots). Parking is limited, so carpooling is encouraged.  We 
will meet in this new location in November and December as well.  We are excited to be hosted 
by this new, environmentally state-of-art facility. 
The Oct. 20 program will be a non-technical description of the recent, first-ever detection of 
Gravitational Waves, predicted by Einstein one hundred years ago but never observed 
directly until now.  John Armstrong will describe this exciting new type of astronomy, 
introduce the mind-bending concepts which underlie gravitational waves, and briefly outline the 
amazing instrumentation which permits the new observations. 
 
 

TECH TIPS   FROM THE TECH COMMITTEE 
 
Getting Rid of Unwanted Emails 
Several LIR members have asked for advice about getting rid of the unwanted emails that tend 
to pile up after you’ve visited a site or ordered something online and have unwittingly also 
agreed to receive the company’s emails. The following advice is a heavily edited summary from a 
blog by Matthew Rosenquist of McAfee Labs: 
Rule #1: If you are confident that the message is from a legitimate company, use the 
unsubscribe option. Typically it’s located at the bottom of the message and is in small type. 
Before clicking on it, make sure the link points to a domain associated with the purported 
sender when you hover over the link with your cursor. 
Rule #2: If you are at all suspicious about the sender, do not unsubscribe, just delete. If your 
mail service supports it, set up a block or spam rule to automatically delete future messages from 
these organizations. (Check your email program’s Help for instructions.) Be very careful: If the 
message is seriously malicious, the “unsubscribe” link may take you to a site configured to infect 
your system. If the message is semi-malicious, then clicking the “unsubscribe” link tells them 
this is a valid email address. They will sell that email address as “validated” to others. Result: 
more spam 
Rule #3: Some solicitations don’t offer any unsubscribe option. Just delete.  
Remember, if you are not sure any email is legitimate, do not open or click anything, and 
NEVER open any attachments, including PDFs, Office documents, HTML files, or any 
executables because they can be used by attackers to deliver Trojans to infect your system with 
malware, ransomware, or other remote manipulation tools. 
Tech Tips, a regular service of the 5CLIR Tech Committee, is written by committee member Bobbie Reitt. We 
welcome suggestions for future topics. 
 

UPDATE for Last month’s Tech Tip:  
Kathy Campbell has supplied additional information for Mac users who have a one-button 
mouse: the equivalent of a right-click or a control-click when examining a Google image is to 
hold down the Control key and depress the mouse button to get the menu of options. Thanks, 
Kathy!  
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THE 5CLIR CAMPAIGN FOR THE FUTURE - 

NEWS 

               

The goal of the Campaign, begun in September, 2015, is to raise, over a three-year period, 

$200,000 for the 5CLIR Investment Fund and $50,000 to support our budget until this goal is 

reached.  As of September 1, 2016 we have raised over $200,000 in actual gifts and gift 

intentions.   Over $140,000 is already “in the bank.” 

These moneys are being raised to enhance 5CLIR’s long term financial viability and to: 

 Strengthen our office support staff as needed; 

 Give us the ability to explore new programs; 

 Have funds available to pay occasional rental costs for the spaces we need; and 

 Help to keep our fees as low as possible to keep us open to a wide variety of retirees. 

 

WAYS OF GIVING: 

1. Send your check (payable to Five Colleges, Incorporated) to: 5CLIR, Smith College, 

Northampton, MA 01067 – mark “for the 5CLIR Campaign for the Future”; 

2. Go to our website (www.5clir.org), click on the “Give Today” button and follow the 

procedure for a PayPal or Credit Card gift; and 

3. Complete the “Gift Intention Form” from the website and send to the 5CLIR office. 

 

HOW TO REACH OUR REMAINING GOAL OF $50,000: 
 We need a few BIG gifts; 

 We ask all to participate at any level; and 

 Our matching program will continue until the end of the year or until we reach our 

matching goal of $70,000 (all gifts equal to or over $250 will be matched on a one-to-

one basis).  We now stand at over $57,000. 
 

 
So far 43% of our membership has participated.  We hope we can get this up this Year.  

Let’s finish by December 31, 2016!!!! 

 

 - The 5CLIR Development Committee (Larry Ambs, John Armstrong, Sandy Belden, Kathy 

Campbell, Chuck Gillies (Chair), Carol Jolly, Betsy Loughran and Joan Wofford, plus  

- ex officio, Sheila Klem, Gordon Wyse and Marybeth Bridegam. 

 

http://www.5clir.org/
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LIR THEATER GROUP  

presents 

“A Gentleman’s Guide to Love and Murder” 

 

Some of you have already purchased your tickets to A Gentleman’s Guide to Love and Murder, 

offered by our Theater Group on October 29 at 2:00 PM. Thank you!   If you have not, read on.   

This musical comedy will be at the Bushnell Theater in Hartford.  Music & comedy together in a 

Tony Award winning show…doesn’t get much better!   We hope you will join us for the fun.   

 

ORDERING TICKETS: Choose A or B: 

(A) Call the Bushnell Theater directly at 860-987-5959.  Identify yourself as a member of the 

5CLIR Theater Group to get your discount.  Choose the priced seat you prefer.     

(B) Use the Bushnell website and form, which has the advantage of laying everything out, 

making it a little easier to decide where you want to sit.  Here are the steps for using the website: 

 1. Go to this Bushnell website: https://bushnell.org/content/online-group-program 

 2. Instructions will pop up. Go to the bottom of the page and enter the password “HORACE”  

 3. A form will appear. Complete the form, including our Group Name, “5CLIR”, and   submit 

 4. The Bushnell will then send an email to you with instructions for ordering and paying for 

tickets.  The tickets will be mailed to you.  

For more information, go to: http://www.agentlemansguidebroadway.com/index.php 

 

BUS:  Estimated cost will be $30-35, cheaper price for more people. (More about this later.) 

Please let Gary or Kay know if you wish to ride the bus (we’re keeping count for pricing and 

reservations).   

 

Also feel free to contact us with questions! 

KayKlausewitz   

Gary Roodman   
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FALL 2016 ENCORE PRESENTATION DESCRIPTIONS 
 

Encore presentations this fall are scheduled for 11:00AM-1PM in the lower level meeting room 
at Applewood Retirement Community, One Spencer Drive, Amherst. People who have 
questions can contact Larry Ambs or Katy van Geel. Please park on Spencer Drive, not in the 
parking lots. 
A note to Applewood residents: You are all welcome, come join us! 
 
The Misery of User Licenses: How End User Licenses Take Away Your Rights 
Jim Barnhill 
October 7, 2016 
Using a website involves becoming legally bound to the requirements of a so-called end user 
license agreement, whether you know you are becoming bound or not. Many people think 
"standard agreements" are innocuous and fair. They are not. Learn how these agreements impair 
your legal rights and in some cases expose you to significant legal risk. 
 
"Proofiness" 
Terry Rosenfeld 
October 7, 2016  
Proofiness is the art of using bogus mathematical arguments and facts "to prove something that 
you know in your heart is true–even when it's not." Political polls and graphs are the leading 
cause of proofiness in modern society, according to Charles Seife, author of the book Proofiness. 
All measures are imperfect, but some are more imperfect than others. Highlighted in this 
PowerPoint presentation will be: examples in advertising, medical claims, the 65,000,038-year-
old dinosaur, fabricated Potemkin numbers devoid of meaning, and our human need to link 
every effect with a cause. 
 
Gospel Books 
Gail Gaustad 
October 14, 2016 
In the early years of the Christian era gospel books were produced in the scriptoria of 
monasteries. Some of the Irish gospel books were enhanced with marvelous Celtic illustrations. 
This presentation will feature the Book of Durrow, the Lindisfarne Gospel, and the Book of 
Kells. 
 
The Graphic Novel 
Margaret Manson 
October 14, 2016 
The term “graphic novel” first emerged in an essay in a comics fanzine in 1964, and is applied 
broadly to include fiction, non-fiction, and anthologized work. Graphic novels gained 
widespread popularity with the 1986 publication of Art Spiegelman’s Maus; this graphic memoir 
won a Pulitzer Prize in 1992. Through this presentation we will trace the history of the graphic 
novel from wordless novels to the development of counterculture comix. We will look closely at 
contemporary graphic memoirs and discuss how they convey meaning through a careful 
integration of illustration and text.  
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A System’s Perspective On the Western Mass Community Mental Health System 
Betsey Loughran 
October 21, 2016 
This past spring, I used a system’s perspective to reexamine both the successes and failures of 
the community mental health system in western Mass. That perspective helped me understand 
how the system went from being a model for the nation, closing deteriorating state institutions 
but ensuring that everyone had well-funded services in the community, to its status today where 
far too many people with chronic mental illness are either locked up in prisons or are homeless. 
 
The Electoral System 
Fletcher Davis 
October 21, 2016 
The topic of the seminar was broken systems. Would our electoral system qualify? Did you 
know that the national popular vote has no legal or factual significance for the outcome of the 
presidential election? Or that just eleven states can determine who is elected president? The 
founders created the Electoral College – before there were political parties, airplanes, or tweets – 
as part of the U.S. Constitution. Fortunately, they also included a way to revise their plan. We 
will explore how the Electoral College works this election year and proposals to modify it.  
 
Gerrymandering 
Chuck Gillies 
October 28, 2016 
“Redistricting/Gerrymander” from the seminar, 2016 Primary and Caucus Season, looks at the 
concern raised especially in the election of 2012 when the Democrats – in House races across the 
country – won 1.4 million more votes than the Republicans, but won only 46% of the House seats. 
We look at the recent history of this issue, some extreme cases, the ten “most gerrymandered states” 
and its contribution to our hyper-partisanship. This will be a modification and update of the original 
presentation. 
 
The Second Amendment, Gun Rights, and the NRA 
Jim Lee 
October 28, 2016 
The Second Amendment to the Constitution protects “the right of the people to keep and bear 
arms.” How and why did the writers of the Constitution think this right was so important, and what 
changes and developments in the gun rights issue, and efforts at gun control, have evolved 
throughout U.S. history? As the National Rifle Association has become such an active player in the 
gun control debate, how did this organization come into existence, what was its original purpose, 
and how has it changed? 

 
The Trump Phenomenon: Why He Might Win 
Joanne Creighton 
November 4, 2016  
Bombastic, reality TV celebrity Donald Trump burst into the presidential election, upending politics 
as usual. Now this unlikely contender might well become the next President of the United States. 
How did this happen? Who or what is responsible? Who are Trump’s supporters? What does the 
Trump Phenomenon tell us about America today? Many questions; some answers; much angst.  
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Is Capitalism Sustainable? 
Gordon Wyse 
November 4, 2016 
The earth is finite and inextensible. Capitalism, in contrast, is an economic system that depends on 
continuous growth and utilization of natural resources. These perspectives are in conflict, and result 
in degradation of the earth by resource depletion, climate change, and population increases.  

The presentation will examine how this conflict is playing out today. Is free‐market capitalism 
supportable? Does it increase inequality? Can it be sufficiently regulated to be sustainable? And why 
do people deny the evidence and implications of climate change?  
 

World War 1 Special Programming 
November 11, 2016 
 
At the 11th hour on the 11th day of the 11th month of 1918, the Great War ended when Germany 
signed an armistice agreement with the Allies. We will take a moment at 11AM to quietly remember 
this historic event. 
Please arrive at 10:45 in order to allow time to be seated for our shared moment of silence at 
11:00. Thank you. 
 

Part 1 – The Americans Come to France and John dos Passos, Three Soldiers 
Chuck Gillies 
I created this PowerPoint presentation around 2007 for a seminar entitled The Literature of World 
War I. My father fought in the American sector in WW1, and in the late 70's, when we were living in 
Brussels, my family and I took a tour of the American sector based on a description of my father's 
experiences he wrote 65 years after "The Great War" had ended. I chose to report on the book Three 
Soldiers by John dos Passos, to help me re-connect with my father. The PowerPoint is a blend of the 
overall history of the War, our 1970’s tour, and some musical interludes. It was one of the first 
offerings of the Encore series, and runs like a YouTube video. WARNING: It is about WAR! 
 

Part 2 – The WW1 Military Service–or Not–of Our Forebears 
Bobbie Reitt and Kay Klausewitz 
Drawing on her family research in family and government records for the Finding Family Interest 
Group, Bobbie will describe the workings of the WWI draft system in the U.S., the first modern one 
for the country, and Kay will describe how her West Virginian ancestors who served in WW1 came 
home to the flu pandemic, and how that pandemic affected the war and those at home.  
 

 

Jonathan Winters 
Sandi Albertson-Shea 
November 18, 2016 
This presentation takes a look at the some of influences which drove Jonathan Winters' career, 
as well as video clips of a few of the funniest moments of this remarkable, often troubled, 
improvisational comedian. 
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Andy Kaufman 
Robert Dorin  
November 18 2016 
Andy Kaufman burst onto the comedy scene on SNL and Taxi, but after a few less successful 
ventures, including a shock jock gig wrestling women on college campuses, his popularity with 
producers and fans plummeted until his untimely death from cancer at age 35.  Who was this 
original and, at times, wildly popular artist, a put-on?  How far could he take the gag? 
 
The World's Columbian Exposition of 1893 and its Remarkable Ferris Wheel 
Chuck Aulino 
December 2, 2016 
A World’s Fair was held in Chicago in 1893, in honor of the 400th anniversary of the Discovery 
of America by Columbus. 200 new buildings, dubbed “the White City,” were designed by 
leading architects from across the country; fortunately many photos survive. An enormous 
wheel, designed by George Washington Gale Ferris, was a big attraction. The Exposition drew 
27.5 million visitors at a time when the entire population of the United States was 65 million. 
Through this presentation, we will travel back in time to the Gilded Age for a virtual tour. 
 
Big Band Era 
Jean-Pierre Berwald 
December 2, 2016 
The Big Bands of the 1920s through the 1950s were a major source of entertainment in the 
United States. The development of coast-to-coast radio coverage enabled Americans to become 
familiar with these bands and to dance to their music in various ballrooms and hotels 
throughout the United States. The talk will focus on some interesting differences between the 
bands of the 1920s and later years, and will include recorded excerpts as well. The presentation 
will also place a certain emphasis on the New York scene in the 1940s and 1950s.  
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5CLIR - METROPOLITAN OPERA LIVE IN HD – 2016-2017 

 

 

Ten LIVE transmissions, shown at the Hadley Cinemark Theater on Saturday afternoons, 
with Encores as shown, generally on Wednesdays.   
Tickets should be purchased by 5CLIR members in advance.  
 
Each Saturday program will be preceded by an Opera Prep talk on Friday. 
We meet at the Northampton Lathrop Community Room, 2:00–3:00 p.m 
Anyone interested may attend any session.  
 
Questions? Call Peg Bedell  

                               

PREP DATE COMPOSER: OPERA LIVE DATE TIME ENCORE DATE TIME LENGTH 

Oct 7 Tristan und Isolde Oct 8 12:55 Oct 12 6:30 5:15  

Oct 21 Don Giovanni Oct 22 12:55 Oct 26 6:30 3:45  

Dec 9 L’Amour de Loin Dec 10 12:55 Dec 21 6:30 3:00  

Jan 6 Nabucco Jan 7 12:55 Jan 11 6:30 3:05  

Jan 20 Romeo et Juliette Jan 21 12:55 Jan 25 6:30 3:30 

Feb 24 Rusalka Feb 25 12:55 Mar 1 6:30 4:04 

Mar 10 La Traviata Mar 11 12:55 Mar 15 6:30 2:55 

Mar 24 Idomeneo Mar 24 12:55 Mar 29 6:30 4;20 

Apr 21 Eugene Onegin Apr 22 12:55 Apr 26 6:30 4:00 

May 12 Der Rosenkavalier May 13 12:55 May 17 6:30 4:50 
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5CLIR 2016–2017  

OFFICERS, COUNCIL MEMBERS & COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE  
 

President: Gordon Wyse  
Vice President/President Elect: Marybeth Bridegam 
Secretary: Mike Brooks 
Treasurer: Kathy Campbell 
 

COUNCIL MEMBERS  
 

Jim Averill (3-year term ends 6/30/17) 

Terry Rosenfeld (partial term ends 6/30/17) 

Tyll van Geel (3-year term ends 6/30/17) 

Jacob Greenburg (3-year term ends 6/30/18) 

Ann Hartman (3-year term ends 6/30/18) 

Bobbie Reitt (3-year term ends 6/30/18) 

Joanne Creighton (3-year term end 6/30/19) 

Jonathan Jay (3-year term end 6/30/19) 

Chris Hurn (3-year term end 6/30/19) 

Sheila Klem, Past President 
 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS  
                   
Curriculum: Miriam Whitney (2-year term ends 6/30/18)  

Tyll van Geel (2-year term ends 6/30/17) 
Development: Chuck Gillies (3-year term ends 6/30/18) 
Finance: Kathy Campbell (3-year term ends 6/30/19) 
Great Decisions: Jake Greenburg 
Member Services: Nancy Clune & Gail Gaustad (3-year terms end 6/30/18) 
Public Relations (Publicity): Nina Scott (3-year term ends 6/30/18) 
Special Programs: Kay Klausewitz (3-year term ends 6/30/18) 
Tech: Peter Reitt (3-year term ends 6/30/19) 

Winter/Summer Programs: Nancy Denig (3-year term ends 6/30/18)   
 
Historian: Sara Wright  
Ombudsman: Anne Lombard  
Five Colleges, Inc., Liaison: Larry Ambs 
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5CLIR CALENDAR 2016-2017 

2016 
 

July   No Executive Committee meeting 

   No Curriculum Committee meeting 

   No Council meeting 

August 4 Curriculum Committee meeting 

  4 Executive Committee meeting 12:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  11 Council meeting, 1:15 - 3:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  22 September Newsletter submission deadline 
 

September 1  Executive Committee meeting, 1:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  1 Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15-4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  8 Council meeting, 2:15-4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  15 Finding Family Brown-Bag Lunch @ Reitt home, 12-1 

  21 5CLIR Potluck Lunch Picnic @ Gaustad home, 12-2 

  22 Rain date for Potluck 

  26 First day of fall seminars 

  26 October Newsletter submission deadline  
 

October  5 Deadline for Spring Seminar proposals 

6 Executive Committee meeting, 1:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  6 Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15-4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

13 Council meeting, 2:15-4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  24  November Newsletter submission deadline 
 

November 3 Executive Committee meeting, 1:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  3 Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15-4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  10 Council meeting, 2:15-4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  20 Spring Preview, 2:00 - 3:45, location TBA 

  28 December Newsletter submission deadline 
 

December 1 Executive Committee meeting, 1:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  1 Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15-4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  8 Council meeting, 2:15-4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  8 Last (Snow) day of Fall Seminars 

  9 Close of registration for inclusion in lottery for spring seminars 

  16  Lottery for oversubscribed spring seminars 

  26 January Newsletter submission deadline  
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2017 

 

January 5 Memorial Program, 10-12, Amherst College, Alumni House   

  6 Snow Date for Memorial Program, same time and place 

   No Executive Committee meeting 

   No Curriculum Committee meeting 

   No Council meeting 

  23 February newsletter submission deadline 
 

February 2 Executive Committee meeting, 1:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  2 Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15-4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  9 Council meeting, 2:15-4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  17 New Members Coffee, 10-12, location TBA 

  20 First day of spring seminars 

  27 March newsletter submission deadline 
 

March  2 Executive Committee meeting, 1:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  2 Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15-4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  3 Meeting for Potential Moderators, 10-12, TBA 

  9 Council meeting, 2:15-4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  17 Deadline for seminar proposals for fall semester 2016 

27 April newsletter submission deadline 
 

April  6 Executive Committee meeting, 1:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  6 Curriculum Committee, 2:15-4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  13  Council meeting, 2:15-4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  TBA  Spring social event, TBA 

  24 May newsletter submission deadline 

  30 Annual Meeting, 1:30-2:00/Fall Preview 2:00-3:45, location TBA 
   

May  4 Executive Committee meeting, 1:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  4 Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15-4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  4 Last (snow) day of spring semester seminars 

  11 Council meeting, 2:15-4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  19 Close of registration for inclusion in the lottery for fall 2016 seminars 

22 June-July newsletter submission deadline 

  26 Lottery for oversubscribed fall seminars 
 

June  1 Executive Committee meeting, 1:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  1 Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15-4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 

  8 Council meeting, 2:15-4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 
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