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About Us:  Five College Learning in Retirement 
 

History 
The Learning in Retirement movement began some thirty-five years ago at the New School for 
Social Research in New York City. Now generally called “Life-Long Learning Institutes” or LLIs, 
such organizations are blossoming around the country. 5CLIR is now one of the more established of 
the many LLIs around the country and one of the more autonomous. 
 

Founded in 1988-1989, Five College Learning in Retirement (5CLIR) serves the Pioneer Valley of 
Western Massachusetts. It is sponsored by Five Colleges, Incorporated, a consortium formed by 
Amherst College, Hampshire College, Mount Holyoke College, Smith College, and the University of 
Massachusetts at Amherst.  
 

It is an affiliate of the Road Scholar Lifelong Learning Network. 
 

Who are Our Members?  
Our members are a diverse group of intellectually curious individuals who want to pursue new fields 
of interest or to revisit interests too long neglected. We are characterized by a willingness to share 
the knowledge and insights we have gained over lifetimes variously experienced. 
 
The Programs 
Each spring and fall, a set of peer-learning seminars and workshops are offered. These classes are 
coordinated by members and are different every session. In addition, last summer, for the first time, 
a small set of short seminars were offered, and may be offered again next year. Peer-led seminars 
and workshops are the core activities of Five College Learning in Retirement and are designed to 
engage the active learner. 
 
In addition to the seminars/workshops, we offer a set of special programs and a series of 
presentations called Great Decisions, a Foreign Policy Association program, which provides a forum 
open to the public to discuss pressing foreign policy issues with national experts. 
 

Between the spring and fall sessions, we have a number of summer and winter programs. Our 
summer, winter and special programs present opportunities for our members to share activities 
and interests with other members. 
 

    
 

http://www.newschool.edu/irp/
http://www.newschool.edu/irp/
http://www.roadscholar.org/ein/map_usca.asp
https://www.fivecolleges.edu/
http://www.roadscholar.org/
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How to Become a Member of 5CLIR 
 
The annual membership year runs from July 1st through June 30th.  
One may join at any time during the year. Membership fees are not pro-rated. 
 
To join  

Complete the membership form on the reverse side of this page,  

and return with your check to the 5CLIR office. 

Or, to join online 
           You may register and pay online (with PayPal) at www.5CLIR.org,  

or print the membership form at www.5CLIR.org/forms and send to 
www.5clir@smith.edu   
Or by mail:    
5CLIR Office, 18 Henshaw Ave., C2, Smith College, Northampton, MA 01063  

 
Types of membership 

 Full membership. 

 Half-year membership, an option for new members only. 

 Emeritus/ae membership, for long-time members (four years or longer of full 
membership). A full membership with special privileges. 

 Associate Membership for former Full Members who wish to participate in 
Winter/Summer and Special Programs, but not in seminars/ workshops. 
 
 

Cost Type Benefits 

$250 Full Year Member All programs and privileges 

$125 Half-Year New Member Either fall or spring term seminars; all other 
programs and privileges 

$250 Emeritus/ae Member Auditing of seminars; all other programs and 
privileges 

$125 Associate Former Member No seminars or voting rights; all other programs 
and privileges 

 
 
The Assistance Fund 
The Membership Assistance Fund makes 5CLIR membership available to everyone.  It is 
funded by generous donations from fellow members. For further information, please contact 
the office at (413)-585-3756. 



   Five College Learning in Retirement 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

 

 
Name    

 

Address      

City, State & Zip    

Email    
 
Phone (  )    Emergency contact: 

Name    Phone (      )             
 
 

I would like to become a 5CLIR member. 
 

☐ $250 Full Year July 1 - June 30 (All programs and privileges) 

☐ $250 Full Year Emeriti (All programs and privileges; audit designated seminars only) 

☐ $125 Half Year for First Time Members Only (One term; all programs and privileges) 

☐ $125 Associate for Former Full Members (No seminars or voting rights) 

☐ $125 Discounted Full Year: July 1- June 30 (For individuals living on a restricted 

income or experiencing large medical/other bills; all benefits and rights) 
 

☐ Tax Deductible Contribution - The 5CLIR Membership Assistance Fund offers financial 

assistance to applicants who qualify. To help support such aid to fellow members, I enclose a 

gift to the Membership Assistance Fund in the amount of   ____. 
 
Please make your check payable to “Five College, Inc.” and mail to: 

5CLIR Office, 18 Henshaw Ave., C2, Smith College, Northampton, MA 01063  
 

 
Members may: participate in fall, spring and summer seminars or workshops, winter and summer 

programs, and special year-round programs; receive all publications; join a committee; vote in 

annual elections; and receive a membership card providing borrowing privileges at the libraries of 

the five colleges and free transportation on the PVTA buses. 
 

If  a fully paid member is unable to register for a fall or spring seminar, a rebate of  $50 can be applied for in writing. 
The request must be received by May 1st of  the current membership year.  

 
 
As a member of Five College Learning in Retirement, I recognize that my address, email address 

and telephone number will appear in the 5CLIR membership directory and my photograph may 

appear in the Newsletter or on the website unless I request an exemption in writing. 

Signature    Date    
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A Note from the Curriculum Committee 
 

To Current and Prospective Members of Five College Learning in Retirement: 
 

The Curriculum Committee of Five College Learning in Retirement is delighted to present this 
catalog of seminars for the Spring 2018 term. Committee members and seminar moderators have 
worked together over the past several months to develop a curriculum that we believe reflects our 
members’ wide variety of interests. We hope that you agree and that you find among these offerings 
seminars and workshops that excite and challenge both heart and mind. 
 

Our peer-led seminars and workshops are the center of the 5CLIR program and require the active 
participation of all enrolled members. As described in this catalog, each seminar participant (with the 
exception of emeritus/emerita auditors) will make a presentation or lead a discussion and take an 
active part in the other seminar discussions. In workshops, participants engage in active learning, 
typically through hands-on activities that may be paired with presentations.  
 

Moderators and participants are urged to consult the handbooks for moderators and participants 
that can be found under “Resources” on the 5CLIR web page.   
 

5CLIR has an extensive inventory of audio/visual equipment that members may reserve to use in 
their seminar presentations. Any expenses such as texts, DVD/VCR rentals, photocopies, or artistic 
supplies are the responsibility of the participants. In addition, participants may be asked to 
contribute up to $2.00 each for copying costs incurred by the moderator(s). 
 

LIR members may sign up for as many seminars/workshops as they wish. As some seminars can be 
oversubscribed and result in a wait list, it is a good idea to list on your registration sheet more 
courses than the total number you wish to take.   
 

The Committee thanks the members who have volunteered to moderate the 23 
seminars/workshops to be offered in the spring. Without their creativity and dedication, we would 
not have the high quality choices that you find in these pages. 
 

Members of the Curriculum Committee 2017-2018           Term Ends 
 

Susan Beer        June 30, 2018 
Joanne Creighton      June 30, 2018 
Pam Daniels                                                                        June 30, 2020 
Ruth Kosiorek       June 30, 2018 
Helene Lambert      June 30, 2019 
Henia Lewin       June 30, 2018 
Miriam Moss       June 30, 2019 
Neil Novik       June 30, 2018 
Ellen Peck       June 30, 2019 
Laura Price       June 30, 2019 
Jim Scott                                                                               June 30, 2018 
Katy van Geel                                                                       June 30, 2020                                                      
Ellen Kosmer, co-chair                                                         June 30, 2020   
Miriam Whitney, co-chair**     June 30, 2018 
 
**Miriam Whitney’s original term expired on June 30, 2016, but she agreed to stay on for  
two more years as co-chair, as permitted by the Bylaws. 
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PLEASE READ: Seminar/Workshop Registration, Schedules, Attendance  
 
 

Registration Instructions for Spring 2018 Seminars 

 Fill in the form completely.  
Incomplete forms may cause processing delay, and may not be included in the lottery. 

 Include course number (found in the index and on each seminar page) and seminar title for 
each choice. 

 Enter up to 6 choices, in order of preference. 

 Enter the TOTAL NUMBER of seminars YOU WISH TO ENROLL IN in the box 
provided. If this box is blank, you will be assigned ONE seminar. 
 

Additional Registration Information: 

 Registration for Spring 2018 courses opens on November 20th,  

following the Preview on Sunday, November 19th. 

 Registrations can only be made online at www.5clir.org, or by mail.  

 All seminar and workshop registrations received at the office by December 8th   

will be included in the first round of spring class assignments. 

 Oversubscribed seminars will be filled by random lottery of all registrations  

received by the office by December 8th. 

 Those not assigned to seminars/workshops by lottery will be added to wait lists. 

 Registration notifications will be sent on or about January 12th. 

 Registrations received after the lottery will be added as space is available in requested 

seminars/workshops, or added to wait lists. 

 Wait listed individuals will be notified when space becomes available for them. 

 Additional information about the registration process can be found at 
www.5clir.org/programs 

 
Make Sure Your Membership Is Current 

 Be sure that your membership is current. Registrations submitted without current 
membership will not be processed until membership enrollment is active. 

 You may submit your membership form and payment together with your seminar and program 
registrations, either by mail or online.  

 Membership application instructions and form are found in this catalog. 

 
 
Before Registering, Please Note: 
 

 
If you know that you will miss the first two sessions of a seminar, or more than two 
overall, please talk to the moderator(s) to see whether that would be acceptable. 
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Cancellation and Changes 

 Enrollment changes must be made through the office, and moderators must be notified.  

 In the event of low enrollment, a seminar may be cancelled. 

Withdrawals and Absences 

 People who are absent for the first two sessions of a seminar without notifying the 

moderator(s) of an emergency will be dropped from the seminar and replaced with people 

on the wait list. 

 If you must withdraw from a seminar for health or other pressing personal reasons, please 

report this to the office immediately, 413-585-3756. Someone else may use your place. 

Spring 2018 Schedule 

 Most seminars run for 10 weeks. Several start in the 2nd week. 

 Please check the listing for schedule details and dates that the class will not meet. 

 All seminars may continue into the week of April 30th in the event that a make-up class is 

needed. 

Days and Times 

 Seminars are usually two hours long, and are scheduled Monday through Thursday AM.  

 Most seminars are scheduled either mornings 10-12 or afternoons 2-4. 

Check seminar listings for exact times. 

Locations 

 Seminars are held in a variety of locations in the Pioneer Valley, at retirement communities, 

college campuses, and community venues. All are handicapped accessible. 

 Accessible parking is available at all locations, unless otherwise noted.  

 Check seminar/workshop listings for location information. 

Seminar/Workshop Expenses 

 Participants may be asked to contribute up to $2.00 to cover the cost of copies. 

 Books and other required supplies are purchased by the participants. 

Refer to the Participants Handbook 

 Participants should become familiar with their role and responsibilities. 

 The handbook can be found on the website at: www.5clir.org/resources/documents 

 

 

Because withdrawals cause inconvenience to moderators and participants, please 
select seminars carefully so as to minimize withdrawals. 
If you must miss a session, please notify the moderator as early as you can. 



 Five College Learning in Retirement 
SEMINAR REGISTRATION FORM – SPRING 2018 
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING THE REGISTRATION FORM 
 
 
COMPLETING FORM:  Please fill in the form on the facing page completely. Incomplete 
forms delay processing, and may not be included in the lottery. 
 
MEMBERSHIP DUES:  Membership dues must have been paid for the upcoming semester 
(Spring 2018) for your registration to be processed.  The membership form and dues may be 
submitted at the time of seminar registration for those who have not previously paid for the 
full year.  
 
TOTAL NUMBER OF SEMINARS REQUESTED:  Please fill in the box for the total 
number of seminars you wish to take. If you fail to indicate the total number of seminars you wish to 
take, the assumption will be that you wish to take only one. 
 
Additional information about the registration process can be found at 
www.5clir.org/programs. 



 Five College Learning in Retirement 
SEMINAR REGISTRATION FORM – SPRING 2018 

 

COMPLETED REGISTRATIONS RECEIVED BY DECEMBER 8, 2017  
WILL BE ELIGIBLE FOR THE LOTTERY.  
Registrations received after this date will be added on a space-available basis,  
or to waiting lists. 

        

       ENTER THE TOTAL NUMBER OF SEMINARS AND WORKSHOPS YOU WISH TO TAKE: 

   

         
  

        LIST YOUR CHOICES IN ORDER OF PREFERENCE: 

        COURSE #   SEMINAR/WORKSHOP NAME  

1  
 

 

2  
 

 

3  
 

 

4  
 

 

5  
 

 

6  
 

 

 
 

I WISH TO CO-REGISTER FOR MY FIRST-CHOICE SEMINAR with another member.  

THAT PERSON’S NAME: ____________________________________ 
  

o The class must be BOTH members’ FIRST CHOICE. 

o Each individual co-registrant must submit a separate registration form,  

and state the name of the person with whom they wish to co-register. 

  

SEND YOUR COMPLETED REGISTRATION FORM TO:    

     5CLIR, 18 Henshaw Avenue, C2, Smith College, Northampton, MA 01063   
OR REGISTER ONLINE AT:    www.5CLIR.org/programs     

 
 

 

 

 

YOUR NAME _______________________________   DATE  ___/___/_____ 

    E-MAIL   ________________________________    PHONE   ___-___-_____ 

 

 

http://www.5clir.org/programs
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Music and Social Change in America 

We will examine American music -- the artists and their songs -- that relate to social issues, notably 
politics and ethnicity, with an emphasis on the message, not the style.  How have songwriters used 
their words to influence social and political change? 

 
Description:  The seminar will, hopefully, encompass a variety of musical genres — folk music, of 
course, but also blues, hip-hop, and, perhaps, punk — and span a wide range of topics — the plight 
of African-Americans, women’s lives, protest songs, and songs of immigrants.  Participants will be 
asked to make the case that music has had a significant effect on our emotions and opinions 
regarding class, labor, war, and race.  And, while we are familiar with the folk minstrels of our youth 
— Guthrie, Dylan, Baez, Seeger, Peter, Paul, and Mary, et al — participants are encouraged to 
recognize not only liberal and anti-war messages, but other viewpoints as well. Remember the 
hawkish “Ballad of the Green Berets” or George M. Cohan’s “Over There”? Humorists (e.g., Tom 
Lehrer) had an impact as well.  Feel free to share your own memories and life experiences (festivals?), 
and present audio and video clips.  The seminar should be lively and fun, but also poignant and 
perhaps controversial. 
 
Role of participants:  Each participant will do a presentation of approximately 30 minutes and lead 
a short discussion on a particular songwriter, genre, or even a single song — or, possibly, a social 
category or movement. The expectation is that a case can be made that music did, in fact, have a 
social impact. 
 

Resources:  The Internet is an obvious resource. In addition, a few books I found useful as I 
prepared this proposal are:   

• Talkin’ Bout a Revolution, Dick Weissman 
• Ready for a Brand New Beat: How "Dancing in the Street" Became the Anthem for a Changing America, 
Mark Kurlansky 
 • Woody Guthrie: A Life, Joe Klein.   

There are countless other books on the subject. 
 

About the Moderator:  Robert retired from the computer tech industry, and moved from greater 
Boston to the Happy Valley in 2015.  He has taken 5 LIR seminars, reflecting his wide range of 
interests (e.g., science, pop culture, economics).  This will be his first experience as a moderator. 
 
Maximum number of participants: 18  Emeriti accepted: no 
 
Course # 18SMS 

 

Moderator:   Robert Dorin 
 
Date and Time:  Monday 10:00 AM - Noon 

10 weeks, starting February 19, 2018 
 

Format:   Seminar 
 

Location:   Smith College, Lilly Hall Room 308 
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Writing to Remember (Purple Section) 
Writing and reading for the self and others    
 

Whether writing becomes an experience in reminiscence, or an exploration of the meaning of a life 
journey, the value of written recollections is unequaled for documenting and sharing your legacy. 
This seminar offers support for recording memories, thoughtful responses reading one's writing, and 
motivational support to do so. 

Description:  Forms of writing include essays, letters, diaries, journals, poetry, or other options and 
may be rough draft, revisions in progress or a completed work. Presenters identify the type of 
feedback they would like to receive following their reading. Advance copies of the writing will be 
offered via email or by distribution of hard copies to enhance the participation of hearing-impaired 
members. Meeting space will be selected for enhancing hearing and listening. Attention to additional 
special needs will be facilitated upon request. 

Role of participants:  Members will prepare and read two pieces of original writing during the 
semester according to a preplanned schedule.  Copies of the work will be provided to participant via 
email or hard copy. 

Resources: N/A 

About the Moderators: Ina has participated in many Writing to Remember seminars, and 
moderated this new section last semester. Organizing April Afternoons of Poetry for the Special 
Programs committee and serving as a moderator, committee member and chairperson are among 
her LIR memories. Nancy is a voracious reader, who has a master's degree from the writing 
workshop (poetry) at Boston University, and has worked as a magazine copy editor and sometime 
writer before becoming a public librarian.   

Maximum number of participants: 10 

Emeriti accepted:  no 
 
Course # 18SWP 

 

 

Moderator:   Ina Luadtke 
Co-moderator  Nancy Clune 
 
Date and Time:  Monday 10:00 AM - Noon 

10 weeks, starting February 19, 2018 
 

Format:   Seminar 
 

Location:   Rockridge Retirement Community Library, Northampton 
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Defensive Statistics     
     
This seminar will help participants recognize misleading statistical information. 

 
Description: Whether in newspapers, on TV, or on the Internet, we are constantly bombarded with 
“statistics” claiming to validate some assertion or other. Many of these “validations” are misleading 
or false. This seminar will help participants recognize misleading statistical information. News stories 
about social policy, medical research, politics, nutrition, and many other fields provide copious 
examples.   
 
Role of participants: We will use the popular paperback book How to Lie with Statistics, by Darrell 
Huff. Participants can report on a chapter in the book (perhaps giving additional technical detail), or 
discuss relevant examples of a chapter’s topic found in current media. 
 
Resources: Besides using How to Lie with Statistics, familiarity with finding materials on the Internet 
is highly desirable. 
 
About the Moderator: The moderator has led many seminars on topics in science, technology, and 
mathematics. 
 
Maximum number of participants: 16 
 
Emeriti accepted: yes  
 
Course # 18SDS 

 

 
 

 

Moderator:   John Armstrong 
 

Date and Time:  Monday 2:00-4:00 PM 
10 weeks, starting February 19, 2018 
 

Format:   Seminar 
 

Location:   Applewood Meeting Room, Amherst 
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Nathaniel Hawthorne’s Fiction 
How Hawthorne's Puritan New England ancestry affected his writing 
       
The purpose of this seminar is to gain a greater understanding of, and appreciation for, the fictional 
works of Nathaniel Hawthorne, given his awareness that he had relatives who played a leading part 
in the Salem witch trials of the late 17th century.  
 

 

Description:   Born in Salem, Massachusetts in 1804, Nathaniel Hawthorne’s ancestors included 
John Hathorne, the only judge involved in the Salem witch trials of the late 17th Century who never 
repented his role in the trials. Nathaniel later added a "w" to make his name "Hawthorne" in order 
to hide this relation.  
 

Many of Hawthorne’s novels and short stories focus on Puritan New England and revolve around 
the deep psychological themes of sin, guilt and retribution. But how did Hawthorne’s knowledge 
(and symbolic rejection) of his ancestry affect his writing? In the first several sessions of this seven-
week seminar we will examine the history of the criminals, witches and judges of the early New 
England settlements. This will be followed by discussions of one novel, The Scarlet Letter, and several 
short stories by Hawthorne. Our discussions will focus not only on the themes that permeate 
Hawthorne’s fiction, but how those themes interact with the real history of Puritan New England, of 
which Hawthorne’s ancestors were a part. 
 

Role of participants:  This seminar will be discussion-based. During each hour, participants will be 
responsible for leading a discussion on a section of one of the books we will be reading, or on one 
of the short stories. The relationship between his writings and the real history of the 17th Century 
Puritan settlements, the witch trials, and Hawthorne’s knowledge of his ancestry will be a focus of 
these discussions 
 

Resources: Required: The Devil Made Me Do It: Crime and Punishment in Early New England,  Juliet 
Mofford. (available new or used) 
The Scarlet Letter;  Nathaniel Hawthorne (widely available).  
Short Stories by Hawthorne will include “Young Goodman Brown” and “The Gray Champion.” 
Most stories can be found in a variety of anthologies, as well as online.  
Optional reference book: Witches, Stacy Schiff. A complete reading list will be available at the 
preview. 
 

About the Moderator:  Rich Szlosek is a retired attorney who has led more than a dozen seminars 
in American history and literature. 
 

Maximum number of participants: 12 Emeriti accepted:  2 
 

Course # 18SNH 

 

Moderator:   Rich Szlozek 
 

Date and Time:  Monday 1:30-3:30 PM 
7 weeks, starting February 26, 2018 
 

Format:   Seminar 
 

Location:   Smith College Campus Center, Room 102 
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Medicine in the 19th Century 
Medicine in 19th century Massachusetts      
    
The purpose of this seminar is to learn about changing medical care and the alternative ideas that 
played a significant role in these changes. 

 

 
Description:  Many advances in medical care and treatment occurred in 19th century America, great 
strides taking place specifically in Massachusetts. Examples of changing medical practices include 
midwifery, homeopathy, Thomsonianism, hydrotherapy, discovery of ether and changing medical 
education. Seminar participants may select a medical practice or choose a person who influenced 
19th century medicine, for example, Rush, Morton, Osler and other practitioners responsible for 
major breakthroughs in health care and treatment during this period. 
 
Role of participants:  Participants will present and lead discussion of a subject chosen exclusively 
from a list provided by the Moderator. 
 
Resources:  There is no need to purchase a text; online searches focusing on medical history sites 
will prove fruitful. The following resources are also recommended; they are available in college 
libraries as well as from the Moderator:  

Medicine in Colonial Massachusetts, 1620–1820. A Conference Held 25–26 May 1978 by the 
Colonial Society of Massachusetts.  
Porter, Roy, The Greatest Benefit to Mankind.  
Rothstein, William G., American Physicians in 19th Century; from Sects to Science.   
Shryock, Richard Harrison, Medicine and Science in America 1600 – 1950. 
Ulrich, Laurel, A Midwife’s Tale: the Life of Martha Ballard…1785-1812. 

 
About the Moderator:  I am a retired physician and medical historian. My major concentration is 
rural New England medicine in the 18th and 19th centuries; I have published in this area. I have 
experience in serving as an LIR Seminar Moderator. 
 
Maximum number of participants: 11 
 
Emeriti accepted: no 
 
Course # 18SMN 

 

 

Moderator:   Paul Berman 
 

Date and Time:  Monday 2:00-4:00 PM 
10 weeks, starting February 19, 2018 (no class April 16) 
 

Format:   Seminar 
 

Location:   Amherst College, Converse Hall, Porter Lounge, Amherst 
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Writing to Remember (Blue Section)         
Writing your own story 
 
The purpose of this seminar is to write about your life, share your writing with seminar members, 
and hear their stories. 

 
Description:  Whatever we call the form – autobiography, memoir, personal history, family history 
– writing about one’s life is a powerful human need. Many people want to leave behind some record 
of their accomplishments, thoughts and adventures.  If it’s a family history it will have the added 
value of telling one’s children and grandchildren about their heritage. 
 
Writers are the custodians of memory, and memories have a way of dying with their owner. One of 
the saddest sentences we know is, “‘I wish I had asked my mother about that’.” In this seminar, 
you’ll enjoy writing about your life, as well as hearing the stories of other people’s lives. The 
atmosphere is relaxed, but the serious efforts of all concerned help to make this a rewarding 
experience for the whole group. 
 
Format: Each participant is expected to write at home about his or her life whether through 
anecdotes, letters, conversations, or in full detail. During the semester everyone will be given two 
opportunities to read aloud from his or her prepared texts and to contribute to the discussions that 
follow. 
 
Role of participants: To prepare and present two original pieces. 
 
Resources: N/A 
 
About the Moderator(s):  
Henia Lewin taught Hebrew and Yiddish and received a Covenant Award as an Outstanding Jewish 
Educator in North America. She is a Holocaust child-survivor working on her autobiography with 
the encouragement of this seminar’s participants. 
 
Carol Jolly has served on several LIR committees, on Council, and as an officer. After sampling (and 
enjoying) a wide variety of seminars and even moderating a few, she took Writing to Remember in 
the Fall of 2016, and  now looks forward to continuing to work on her story. 
 
Maximum number of participants: 12 Emeriti accepted: no 
 
Course # 18SWB 

 

Moderator:   Henia Lewin 
Co-Moderator:  Carol Jolly 
 

Day and Time:  Monday 1:30-3:30 PM 
   10 weeks, starting February 19, 2018 
 

Location:    Lilly Library Reading Room, Florence 
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The Crusades 
          
The purpose of this seminar is to describe the history of the Crusades, the motivation for people 
from all social statuses to join the Crusades, and to what extent the Crusade battles presaged the 
struggles of modern times. 

 
Description: While cities like Ramala, Acre, Jaffa, Damascus, Edessa, Jerusalem and Antioch have 
been places of tension or combat in the late 20th and early 21st centuries, this was not for the first 
time. The Middle East suffered through major battles and minor skirmishes for 196 years beginning 
in the year 1095. This seminar covers the events and trends leading up to the Crusades and the key 
personalities who inspired this series of wars. The important Crusade battles, the consequences to 
the immediate aftermath as well as the course of history since the carnage finally ended will be 
discussed. 
 
Role of participants: Participants will select and present an overview from a broad range of topics 
such as: the Popes and how they encouraged "enlistment;" one of the nine Crusades; the role of 
Medieval Knights such as the Knight Templars; the effects of the Crusades on European society; or 
a biographical portrait of any of the important leaders among the Crusaders and/or defenders, such 
as Saladin. A complete list of topics will be available at the Preview. 
 
Resources: Recommended resources include: The Crusades:  The Authoritative History of the War for the 
Holy Land, Thomas Asbridge; A History of the Crusades, Steven Runciman; The Crusades Through Arab 
Eyes, Amin Maalouf; God’s War, A New History of the Crusades, Christopher Tyerman. 
 
About the Moderators:  Dean Poli has moderated or co-moderated approximately 10 LIR 
seminars, most of which have dealt with history. Chuck Aulino has participated in a number of 
seminars over the last 3 1/2 years, many dealing with history, and has been the moderator for one. 
 
Maximum number of participants: 16 
 
Emeriti accepted: yes 
 
Course # 18SCR 

 
 

 

Moderator:   Dean Poli 
Co-moderator Chuck Aulino 
 

Date and Time:  Tuesday 9:30-11:30 AM 
10 weeks, starting February 20, 2018 
 

Format:   Seminar 
 

Location:   UMass Transit Center, Amherst 
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Great Rivers of the World 
   
The purpose of this seminar is to explore the role of Great Rivers of the World in the development 
of modern civilizations and the contemporary geopolitical status quo. 

Description:  The major rivers of the world have been the cradle of the historical and cultural 
development of the modern world. Some modern cities exist because they are located on major 
rivers. When we think of the cultures that have developed along the banks of such major rivers as 
the Amazon, Mississippi, Yangtze, Ganges, Nile and the Rhine, for example, we realize the 
importance of these rivers as centers of trade, communication, culture, politics and expressions in 
literature and art. This seminar will explore from various points of view a number of rivers 
throughout the world that have influenced the current cultural and political structure of our modern 
geography. This will bring cultural, political, historical, sociological, linguistic and artistic points of 
view into the understanding of the importance of Great Rivers in the status of modern cultures and 
communities. 

Role of participants:  Each participant will choose a major river, research its important 
characteristics, make a 20 to 30 minute presentation on the river, and lead a discussion on this topic. 
Rivers are chosen on a first-come basis with the approval of the moderator. 
 
Resources: There is no specific text for the course, but three books available online are: 

Great Rivers of the World, Paolo Novaresio 
Rivers of the World, James Penn 
Great Rivers of the World, Alexander Frater 

Materials on specific rivers are available in local libraries and online. 
 
About the Moderator:  Jim Scott is a long-time member of 5CLIR, and he has moderated many 
seminars on a wide variety of topics. 
 
Maximum number of participants: 16 
 
Emeriti accepted: yes  
 
Course # 18SGR 
 

 
 

 

Moderator:   Jim Scott 
 

Date and Time:  Tuesday 10:00 AM - Noon 
10 weeks, starting February 20, 2018 
 

Format:   Seminar 
 

Location:   Applewood, The Tavern, Amherst 
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Our National Parks 
Knowing and loving these perfect places      
     

The purpose of this seminar is for participants to know, understand and revel in the American 
institution that is the National Parks and Monuments.  The goal is for participants to later pursue 
their own exploration of the parks, either personal travel, guided tours or armchair appreciation. 

Description:  The National Parks are splendid examples of the best that our country has to offer. 
We would like to explore them, and better understand society’s role in their creation, use, and 
preservation. The moderators will begin with an overview of the park/monument system, and 
discuss its history from the 1870s to today. Participants will research and lead discussions on 
thematic elements of the collective parks (not simply individual park summaries); suggestions are 
below. Pictures will be an important element of most discussions; however the class is not intended 
to be a vacation slide show.  
 

History, scenery, geology, activities, flora, and fauna: the goal is for everyone to leave with a personal 
urge to explore and enjoy the parks in their own way and appreciate their impact.  
 

Possible topics include iconic geologic and scenic features; the great lodges, their role in the 
protection of endangered species, least-visited parks, fauna (including bird-watching), how the parks 
have changed over time, impact of the Civilian Conservation Corps, planning the perfect trips, 
politics and the national park system, park management/operation, and recreational activities. 
 

Role of participants:  Participants will make a 20-30 minute presentation on a topic on themes 
related to the parks and monuments and lead a discussion on that topic. Themes can be taken from 
the list provided, or a topic of their own choosing and discussed with the moderators. 
 

Resources:  This is a small selection. No books or videos are required – these are just entertaining 
and interesting.  National park websites and literature should be sufficient. 
“The National Parks, America’s Best Idea,” Ken Burns documentary; Wilderness Warrior: Theodore 
Roosevelt and the Crusade for America, Douglas Brinkley; Hey Ranger! True Tales of Humor & Misadventure 
from America’s National Parks, Jim Burnett; The Great Courses (http://www.greatcourses.com); and 
Wonders of the National Parks, Ford Cochran. 
 

About the Moderator:  Wendy and Richard have between them visited 6 continents, all 50 states, 
37 of the 60 US national parks and many national monuments over the past 40 years.  Travel, hiking, 
and camping have always occupied their lives. Recent RV trips around the country and its parks 
bring an urge to share. 
 

Maximum number of participants: 17 Emeriti accepted:  yes 
Course # 18SNP 

 

Moderator:   Wendy Parrish 
Co-moderator Rich Parrish 
 

Date and Time:  Tuesday 9:30-11:30 AM 
10 weeks, starting February 20, 2018 
 

Format:   Seminar 
 

Location:   Smith College Dewey Common, Northampton 
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The Renaissance in Italy 
The early 14th through the early 16th centuries     
 
This seminar will familiarize participants with the achievements, personalities, trends and 
significance of the Italian Renaissance.  

 
Description:  The richness of the Italian Renaissance includes topics such as:  

 "Humanists": Petrarch, Boccaccio (what fun!), Poggio, et al. 

 "Great Art": from Giotto to Michelangelo, Raphael and Leonardo.  

 "Glorification of Individualism and Excellence of Achievement": all of the above and 
more.  

 "Boundless Ambition": Cellini, Caesare Borgia and his dad the pope, the Medici, and 
countless others. 

 "The Renaissance Papacy": the glory and the shame.   

 "Incessant Political Upheaval and Wars":  Milan v. Venice v. the Papacy v. Naples v. 
Florence v. Pisa & Siena and on and on.     

 "The spread of Modern Banking and Commerce": the really rich 1%, the prosperous 
10% and then there’s the rest. 

Role of participants:  Participants will make a presentation of an agreed upon topic (30 min. max) 
followed by a discussion. 

Resources:  J.H. Plumb, The Italian Renaissance, 1989. 

About the Moderators: Rich Hamilton taught college level European History for many years and 
has moderated several seminars. Hy Edelstein held management positions in industry and has 
moderated seminars in history, philosophy, and biology. 

Maximum number of participants: 14 

Emeriti accepted: yes 
 
Course # 18SRI 

 

 

Moderator:   Richard Hamilton 
Co-moderator Hy Edelstein 
 

Date and Time:  Tuesday 10:00 AM - Noon 
10 weeks starting February 20, 2018 
 

Format:   Seminar 
 

Location:   UMass Renaissance Center Library, Amherst 
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Broadway Musicals  
  
Most Broadway musicals, familiar to us, have significant political, economic, or social themes that 
shape the content of the piece. This seminar will first play a CD of the musical, then a member will 
explain the content.       

 
Description: Each participant will select a musical from the "Golden Age" of Broadway Musicals 
(1950-1970) and research the political, economic, and social themes that existed at the time and 
found their way into the story of the musical. We will play the musical for the first hour, take a short 
break, and during the second hour the participant will lead a discussion. 
 
Role of participants:  Each participant will select a Broadway musical from the period 1950-1970, 
and research and lead a discussion on its political, economic, and social context. The moderator will 
make available a list of some possible musicals from which to choose. 
 
Resources: The moderator owns CDs of most musicals, and members will research the background 
using books and articles. Members may borrow a CD for the week to help with the research. 
 
About the Moderator: Hill Boss has been a Broadway Musical addict for over 60 years, and his 
experience as a history teacher has inspired him to explore the underlying conditions found in the 
musicals.  He is an experienced moderator of this seminar. 
 
Maximum number of participants: 10 
 
Emeriti accepted: yes 
 
Course # 18SBM 
 
 
 
 

 

Moderator:   Hill Boss  
 

Date and Time:  Tuesday 1:30-3:30 PM 
10 weeks, starting February 20, 2018 
 

Format:   Seminar 
 

Location:   Rockridge Retirement Community Library, Northampton 
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The Great American Songbook 
I like a Gershwin tune; how about you?   
      

Our goal is to explore and enjoy the Great American Songbook, the canon of the most important 
and influential American popular songs and jazz standards from the early 20th century. 
 

 
Description:  “Sometimes I wonder why I spend the lonely night dreaming of a song….” 
 

If this lyric and others, with their corresponding melodies, make you want to get up and sing, this is 
the seminar for you. Otherwise known as “standards,” the Great American Songbook is the term for 
the impressive catalog of popular songs by composers and lyricists performed by Big Band singers, 
piano players, crooners, chanteuses, and on Broadway and in Hollywood films from the early part of 
the Twentieth Century until today. 
 

Practitioners of the craft include George and Ira Gershwin, Cole Porter, Hoagy Carmichael, Johnny 
Mercer, Dorothy Fields, Duke Ellington, and many more. A list of artists will be provided by the 
Moderators. 
 

The moderators invite participants to share their music collections and collective memories of the 
composers and performers who contributed to The Great American Songbook. The final class will 
be a possible field trip to a Big Band performance at Northampton’s Union Station. 
 
Role of participants:  Participants will prepare and deliver an approximately 30-minute 
presentation on the work of an individual composer, lyricist, or team. They will then lead the group 
discussion following their presentation.  
 

Topics include: biographical information, career path, the composer’s inspirations and influences, 
how the artist contributed to the canon, what makes the songs distinctive, who performed the songs, 
who interpreted them, and whether the material has held up over time. Additional subjects may be 
provided by the Moderators. 
 

Resources:  Materials in all formats are available at local libraries and bookstores. The Moderators 
will provide a list of recommended sources. 
 

About the Moderators:  Nancy Hayes Clune was raised by a father who taught her everything she 
knows about The Great American Songbook. Ruthie Kosiorek is a longtime member of the South 
Hadley Chorale and plays the piano.   
 

Maximum number of participants: 18 Emeriti accepted: yes  
 

Course# 18SGA 

 

Moderator:   Nancy Clune 
Co-moderator  Ruthie Kosiorek 
 

Date and Time:  Wednesday 10:00 AM -Noon 
10 weeks, starting February 21, 2018 
 

Format:   Seminar 
 

Location:   Amherst Women’s Club, Amherst 
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The Tales of Boccaccio and Chaucer 
A study of selected stories from The Canterbury Tales and  
The Decameron. 
    
The seminar will explore the art of Chaucer and Boccaccio through the study of several tales by each. 

Description: Bawdy, pious, realistic, fantastic--the tales of Chaucer and Boccaccio still speak to us 
more than six centuries after their composition. We will read representative tales by each author, 
some of which have common sources, and explore what these tales have to say to us. Where 
appropriate specific tales by each author will be compared. We will also consider the relationship of 
the frame narratives--the pilgrimage to Canterbury and the retreat from the plague in the 
countryside--to the tales. Finally, we will consider whether these tales still meet the classical standard 
for art:  do they give us dulce and utile -- sweetness of pleasure and usefulness of knowledge? 

Role of participants: The moderator will select several tales by each author. Each participant will 
select a tale and prepare a presentation about its possible sources and lead a discussion with focus on 
the tale's meaning and relevance to our lives today.   

Resources: Participants will need copies of the full texts of The Canterbury Tales in verse translation 
and the full text of The Decameron in prose translation. The moderator will suggest several translations 
of each work, which are widely available in paperback. 

About the Moderator: The moderator has taught literature including works by Chaucer and 
Boccaccio in translation on the college level. He has been a participant in three LIR seminars. 

Maximum number of participants: 16 

Emeriti accepted: yes  
 
Course # 18SBC 

 

 
 

 

Moderator:   Henry Barton 
 

Date and Time:  Wednesday 10:00 AM - Noon 
10 weeks, starting February 21, 2018 
 

Format:   Seminar 
 

Location:   Smith College, Lily Hall 308, Northampton 
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Prehistory of the Americas 
Prehistoric Native American cultures and civilizations   
       
This seminar will examine the history, culture and archaeology of the pre-historic native peoples 
living in the Americas before the arrival of Columbus and the immigration of Europeans. 

Description:  In this seminar, we will explore the life and times of Native American cultures before 
the arrival of Columbus. These cultures developed complex societies, reached high levels of 
technological evolution, built monumental constructions, and shared many cultural concepts. As 
time passes more and more is being determined about the habitats and behavior of these Native 
American peoples. It will be of interest to explore the emergence of agriculture, the development of 
village life (cities) and the rise of complex societies (civilizations) as well as their religious and 
scientific practices. Each participant will choose one of these early civilizations and will learn and 
convey to the group the prehistorical and cultural activities of these indigenous peoples. Let us try to 
understand the relationship between the landscape, material culture, architecture and the political 
organizations of these groups that existed before the 15th century in the Americas. Potential topics 
include:  Anasazi, Adena, Hopewell, Hohokam, Cahokia, Mississippian, Athabascan, Mogollon, 
Intuits, Incas, Moche, Chimu, Olmecs, Zapotecs, Teotihuacan, Maya and Aztecs. 

Role of participants:  Each seminar participant will investigate one of the indigenous cultures that 
existed in the Americas before the 1400’s, prepare a 30-minute presentation and lead a discussion on 
the topic. Both archeological and cultural aspects should be considered as well as what is known 
about interactions with other groups.   

Resources:  Many books and numerous internet sites are available. A bibliography list will be 
available at the Preview. 

About the Moderator:   I have offered seminars every semester since 2007. I have been interested 
in early American history and archaeology and have previously studied the Native Americans of the 
SW. 

Maximum number of participants: 18 

Emeriti accepted: yes 
 
Course # 18SPA 

 

Moderator:   Larry Ambs 
 

Date and Time:  Wednesday 10:00 AM - Noon 
10 weeks, starting February 21, 2018 
 

Format:   Seminar 
 

Location:   UMass Renaissance Center Library, Amherst 
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Arctic and Antarctic Explorers         

You no doubt know about the expeditions of Scott and Shackleton, but there are so many more 
exciting polar exploration stories to captivate you. Here's your chance to learn of several others. 

 

Description: Oh, but there are marvelous adventure stories about Arctic and Antarctic exploration. 
They tell of shipwrecks, murder, fraud, cannibalism, amazing courage, and survival against all odds. 
These stories are best read while safely under a snuggly quilt. 
 
Each participant will recount one of these stories. By the end of the seminar we may well have 
answers to such questions as:  What happened to the Franklin expedition? What was "The Worst 
Journey in the World"? Was Dr. Cook a scoundrel? How did Mawson, the sole survivor from his 
expedition, survive from dangling in a crevasse? What were Scott's mistakes? Was Captain Hall 
murdered? 

Role of participants: Each participant will choose an expedition or individual explorer and tell 
what is important and memorable. The moderators will provide a list of examples from which to 
choose; participants may select others with the moderators’ approval. 

Resources: Gail has many books to lend out including: Ghosts of Cape Sabine, Leonard F. Guttridge; 
Fatal Passage, Ken McGoogan; Shackleton’s Forgotten Expedition, Beau Riffenburg; and Fatal North, 
Bruce Henderson. 

About the Moderator: Gail got hooked on polar exploration stories after reading Mawson's Will. 
She has moderated or co-moderated 7 seminars.  John, a retired astronomy professor, has 
moderated or co-moderated 5 seminars.   

Maximum number of participants: 18 

Emeriti accepted: yes  
 
Course # 18SAA 
 

 

 

Moderator:   Gail Gaustad 
Co-moderator John Gaustad 
 

Date and Time:  Wednesday 1:30-3:30 PM 
10 weeks, starting February 21, 2018 
 

Format:   Seminar 
 

Location:   Smith College, Dewey Common 
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Early Massachusetts 
          
The purpose of this seminar is to explore the political and social history of the Massachusetts Bay 
Colony. 

Description: Most of us live in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, whose beginnings were an 
important part of the making of America. We regularly travel roads originally laid out by early 
settlers and some of us live in towns settled in the 17th century. But often we are lacking a 
significant understanding of our forebears, their everyday lives and the way they organized their 
communities.  

This seminar will examine life in early Colonial Massachusetts during the time of the Massachusetts 
Bay Colony. It will look at the history, culture and daily life of the Colony as it experienced the 
influx of settlers from England and organized itself. We will seek not only to understand the life of 
European settlers, but also the factors that helped form the society they created including their 
relationships with Native Americans. We will look at not only the leaders of that society but the 
ordinary citizens. 

Role of participants:  Participants will read assigned material, deliver a 30-40 minute presentation 
and lead the following discussion, and participate in other’s discussion topics. 

Resources:  Tentatively Everyday Life in Early America, David Freeman Hawke, but I am still looking 
for alternatives 

About the Moderator:  I have been a Moderator for 14 years, leading seminars on a variety of 
topics, including a number with historical focus. Having ancestors in Colonial Massachusetts, I have 
a particular interest in this topic. 

Maximum number of participants: 17 

Emeriti accepted: yes  
 
Course # 18SEM 

 
 

 

Moderator:   Jim Harvey 
 

Date and Time:  Wednesday 2:00-4:00 PM 
10 weeks, starting February 21, 2018 
 

Format:   Seminar 
 

Location:   Amherst College, Converse Hall, Porter Lounge, Amherst 
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In Search of Lost Time 
Marcel Proust on memory and art       
   
Most, if not all, of us in 5CLIR are coming to terms with remembrance of things past as we treasure 
moments of our present lives. We will read selections from Marcel Proust's work and explore the 
nature of memory. 

 
Description:  We will do close readings of Swann's Way, the first of seven volumes of Proust's 
magisterial novel, set in France during the belle epoch at the dawn of the age of Einstein. 
Participants will choose to summarize plot developments and lead the group in readings from 
selected pages from our text or to present related topics, such as: French society at the turn of the 
century; art movements and intellectual thought during the period of Proust's writing (1913-1927); 
or the nature of memory. The moderators will prepare an expanded list of possible topics.  
 
Role of participants:  Participants will lead readings or research and present related topics of their 
choosing in consultation with the seminar moderators. 
 
Resources:  We will read: Swann’s Way: In Search of Lost Time, vol. 1, Marcel Proust, Penguin Classics 
Deluxe Edition, 2004, Lydia Davis translator. 
 
About the Moderator:  Nancy Denig and Penny Johnson have participated in and recently co-
moderated the Writing to Remember seminar. Nancy's background is in the arts and Penny's is in 
French history. 
 
Maximum number of participants: 18 
 
Emeriti accepted: yes  
 
Course# 18SLT 
 

 
 

 

Moderator:   Nancy Denig 
Co-moderator Penny Johnson 
 

Date and Time:  Wednesday 1:30-3:30 PM 
10 weeks, starting February 28, 2018 
 

Format:   Seminar 
 

Location:   Smith College, Lilly Hall, Room 308, Northampton 

 



 

28 

 

Wish You Were Here! 
Vacations then and now       
 
Participants in this seminar will research historical vacation sites, and share reminiscences of their 
favorite vacation, either as children or adults. 

 
Description:  In this seminar we will explore the history of vacations, looking at all kinds from 
antiquity onwards. Each participant will choose one notable place to research, from a list I will 
provide of resorts, spas, famous cities, natural wonders, etc. We will share a presentation of up to 
thirty minutes on our chosen topic. Examples will include Pompeii, Newport, Bath, Saratoga Springs, 
Cape Cod, Route 66, the Riviera, the Alps, the Adirondacks and the Caribbean, Rome, Paris, and 
New York, and African safaris.  Based on a list I will provide, participants will refer to and quote 
from historians who wrote about their chosen historical site, authors who evoked it in fiction or 
poetry, and artists who illustrated it.  
 
Having shared our research, we will then delve into memories, spending ten minutes describing our 
favorite vacation ever – maybe the same place visited each year on a family trip. Or was your best 
vacation one of a kind – like your first trip overseas? Or was the journey the best part of the trip for 
you? Each of us will share our very best trip – with all the details we can remember! Old photos and 
postcards will enhance the presentation.  

Role of participants:  Participants will research and present a 30-minute paper on famous vacation 
sites throughout history, with a shorter 10-minute paper on the best vacation they ever took. 

Resources:  I will supply a list of fiction writers, poets, historians and artists informative about and 
illustrative of the historical sites chosen by the participants. 

About the Moderator:  A retired museum educator, Linda Honan has degrees in English and 
Medieval Studies. She has published a resource book on the Middle Ages for teachers, and several 
history activity books for children. 

Maximum number of participants: 14 

Emeriti accepted: yes 
 
Course # 18SWH 

 

 

Moderator:   Linda Honan 
 

Date and Time:  Wednesday 2:15-4:15 PM 
10 weeks, starting February 21, 2018 
 

Format:   Seminar 
 

Location:   Loomis Village So. Hadley 
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Europe in the 13th Century 
A time of great turmoil and promise       
 

The purpose of this seminar is to explore the social, intellectual, and artistic contributions of 13th 
century Europe, and their relevance for today. 
 

Description:  Why devote a seminar to the thirteenth century? As the historian G. Holmes 
observed, “The thirteenth century had been one of those periods, like the later ages of Renaissance 
and Romanticism, when a new intellectual impulse gave rise to bold and original speculation and the 
construction of dazzling systems of thought.” In this seminar we explore the truth of that 
observation. Potential topics range from everyday life in a feudal society, to the emerging 
nation/states of Europe and the personages who led them.  
 

However, our interest is not simply factual. When entering a Gothic cathedral, like the one at 
Chartres, with its high, vaulted ceilings and stained glass windows, the visitor cannot help but marvel 
at the people who built such structures, without the aid of modern technology. Less tangible but 
equally impressive was the establishment of universities (most notably, at Paris, Oxford, and 
Cambridge), leading to some of the “dazzling systems of thought” alluded to by Holmes. And 
universities were not the only source of “bold and original speculation.” Then, as today, practical 
interests inspired enduring works of literature (Dante), mathematics (Fibonacci), geography (Marco 
Polo), and environmental concerns (Francis of Assisi). Interpersonal relations also underwent subtle 
but important changes during the period (chivalry, courtly love). Of course, not all was benign. 
When not off on crusade (the fourth through seventh), knights jousted with one another for prestige 
and entertainment, and the Inquisition sent many hapless victims to gruesome deaths. 
 

Role of participants:  Prepare a presentation and lead a discussion on a topic of your choice. A 
detailed list of potential topics is available from the moderator (via e-mail) on request. 
 

Resources: Recommended: James J. Walsh, The Thirteenth: Greatest of Centuries. This book was 
originally published in 1907. Revisions, if any, after the 4th [1912] edition are inconsequential and 
can be ignored. The last hardback edition was 1970, as far as I know. Print-on-demand paperback 
copies are available through Coyote Canyon Press for $29 (order through a local bookstore). Copies 
can also be obtained through on-line booksellers and the used book market, most for under $20, and 
on loan from academic libraries. 
 

About the Moderator:  I have moderated three previous seminars; while I have no special expertise 
on the 13th century, I look forward to learning with you about this, one of the most vibrant yet 
overlooked periods in Western history. 
 

Maximum number of participants: 18  Emeriti accepted: yes  
 

Course # S18ET 

 

Moderator:   Jim Averill 
 

Date and Time:  Thursday 10:00 AM - Noon 
10 weeks, starting February 22, 2018 
 

Format:   Seminar 
 

Location:   Smith College, Dewey Common, Northampton 
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From Fundamentalism to Extremism 
The evolution of the Salafi movement in Islam 
          
The purpose of this seminar is to understand and evaluate the theology that motivates and justifies  
Islamic warfare against Muslim leaders, as well as the countries that support them. 

 
Description:  The Salafi movement is an ultra-conservative reform movement within Sunni Islam 
that advocates a return to the traditions of Islam’s “forefathers.” Since the Gulf War, it has become 
the principal force in the warfare and terrorism promoted by ISIS, Al Qaeda, and other Muslim 
groups. 
In this seminar, members will present and discuss subjects such as the following:  (1) factions within 
the Salafi movement (purists, politicos, jihadis); (2) the five theological concepts of Salafism (jihad, 
takfir, al wala wal al-bara, tawhid, hakimyya); and (3) selected Salafi groups (Wahabbi, Muslim 
Brotherhood, Al Shabab, AlQaeda, and the Islamic State (IS, formerly ISIS).   
Role of participants:  For each session (except the first), two participants will partner on one 
selected topic.  In the first hour, one participant will present a review and critique of readings 
associated with one of the topics listed above. During the second hour, the second participant will 
lead a discussion of the topic presented. Participants are encouraged to choose the topic that 
interests them most.   
 
Resources:  All participants will read the following three books or portions of books:   
(1) Radical Islam in America: Salafism's Journey from Arabia to the West, Chris Heffelfinger;  
(2) Anatomy of the Salafi Movement, Studies in Conflict & Terrorism, Quintam Wiktorowicz, Chapter 29, 
pp. 207–239; and  
(3) Salafi Jihadism: The History of an Idea, Shiraz Maher. 
In addition, the Moderator will provide a list of additional resources, most of which are available on 
the Internet. 
 
About the Moderator:  Professor Emeritus of sociology, University of Massachusetts, Amherst. I 
have taught research methods and sociology of religion.  I have participated in two 5CLIR seminars 
-- Reading Piketty (Spring 2016) and The Playwright and the Preacher (Fall 2017).   
 
Maximum number of participants: 15  
 

Emeriti accepted: yes  
 

Course # 18SFE 

 

Moderator:   Gene Fisher 
 

Date and Time:  Thursday 10:00 AM - Noon 
10 weeks, starting February 22, 2018 
 

Format:   Seminar 
 

Location:   Applewood, The Tavern, Amherst 
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The Refugee Experience 
Diaspora, settlement, adjustment       
 

The purpose of this seminar is to gain a greater understanding and appreciation of a variety of 
current refugee issues such as where the refugees come from, why they come and how they adjust to 
a new country and community. 

 

Description:  Immigration, both legal and illegal, has become one of the most contentious issues 
facing lawmakers today. But communities throughout the country, including those in western 
Massachusetts, are facing a multitude of nonpolitical issues as they see an influx of refugees from 

impoverished or war‐torn countries. 
 

This seminar will examine the current refugee experience by focusing on immigrants and refugees 
coming to the U.S. from four geographic areas - the Middle East (Syria, Afghanistan), Africa (the 
Sudan, Libya), Central America (Mexico, El Salvador), and India and Pakistan. Topics for discussion 
will include: the situations the refugees experienced in their home countries and their trips to other 
lands; how refugees may be affected by US immigration policy; their settlement in the US including 
local communities such as Northampton, Springfield, and Westfield; and support systems for 
refugees and immigrants that exist here in the Valley. The seminar will be augmented by 
presentations by a local professional working with a Syrian family to help them assimilate and gain 
legal entry. 
 

Through presentations, discussions and readings, participants will learn about immigration issues 
from a more personal, community-based perspective than what we usually hear out of Washington. 
 

Role of participants:  Participants will either lead a discussion on one of four books we will be 

reading, or make a brief (20‐minute) presentation on a topic related to the refugee experience, and 
lead a discussion on that topic. Possible topics include the conditions refugees are leaving, DACA 
children, refugee workers in the Pioneer Valley; and emerging issues in 2018. A complete list of 
possible topics will be available at the Preview. 
 

Resources:  Exit West, Moshin Hamid; The Book of Unknown Americans, Cristina Henriquez; What is 
the What: The Autobiography of Valentino Achak Deng, David Eggers; The Sleepwalkers Guide to Dancing, 
Mira Jacob (a novel). 
All books are required and are widely available in paperback, new, used and in libraries. 
 

About the Moderator:  I was a high school librarian and occasional history teacher (American) for 
19 years in Storrs, CT, and for five more years at a Connecticut state prison. I have moderated one 
seminar on local history in the Valley. 
 

Maximum number of participants: 14 Emeriti accepted: yes 
Course # 18SRE 

 

Moderator:   Wunderley Stauder 
 

Date and Time:  Thursday 10:00 AM- Noon 
10 weeks, starting February 22, 2018 
 

Format:   Seminar 
 

Location:   Lathrop Easthampton Mt. Tom Room, Easthampton 
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A Return to Timbuktu 
          
The seminar will review some of Africa’s history, unearthed in the remarkable Arab libraries of 
Timbuktu. We will also examine the actions by Al Qaeda to destroy the volumes in those libraries, as 
well as recent attempts to save them from destruction. 

Description:   Africa's history has long been denigrated as nonexistent, lacking the evidence of 
culture and literature. But the remarkable Arab libraries that have been unearthed in Timbuktu tell a 
different story. Based on the recent book The Storied City: The Quest for Timbuktu and the Fantastic 
Mission to Save Its Past by Charlie English (2017), we will trace many stories about Timbuktu since the 
11th century in parallel with the detailed descriptions of remarkable efforts to save the libraries from 
destruction in 2012. 

Role of participants:   Participants will choose an aspect of the story of this fabled city and deliver 
a presentation on it. Topics will be suggested by the primary resource, The Storied City, as well as by 
the other volumes that the moderator will bring to the seminar. 

Resources:   The Storied City: The Quest for Timbuktu and the Fantastic Mission to Save Its Past, Charlie 
English (Available in new and used editions, as well as in libraries.) 
In addition, the moderator will have other books on this general topic that will be available for 
borrowing. 

About the Moderator:  Joan Wofford has moderated two seminars a year for the last eight to ten 
years, many of them on Africa, and often exploring aspects of history that have recently emerged 
and were not included in what most of us studied in school/college.  She has traveled widely to 
many of the seminar locations. 

Maximum number of participants: 15 

Emeriti accepted:  yes 
 
Course # 18SRT 

 

 

 

Moderator:   Joan Wofford 
 

Date and Time:         Thursday 10:00 AM - Noon 
10 weeks, starting February 22, 2018 
 

Format:   Seminar 
 

Location:   Lathrop Northampton Meeting Room, Northampton 
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Writing to Remember (Red Section) 
Autobiographical writing          
 
The purpose of this seminar is to share your life experiences with fellow participants and, at the 
same time, record them for yourself and your family. 

 
Description:  Long one of the most popular LIR seminars (previously called Autobiographical 
Writing), Writing to Remember offers its members the opportunity to get to know themselves and each 
other a little better.  

Many participants have taken advantage of this seminar to write their family story for their children 
and grandchildren. The writing takes all forms, from rough drafts to polished pieces and all are 
welcome. The writer gets feedback and, if desired, the group will offer suggestions for revisions 
and/or possible additions, as well as clarification. This seminar is not a course in how to write; it 
aims, rather, to stimulate and encourage you to continue writing your own story. Your writing can 
center on the events of family life, career experiences, or anything else you would like to tell about 
yourself. 

Role of participants:  Each participant has the opportunity to read aloud two pieces of original 
writing during the semester. Sometimes these texts are distributed in advance (often via email), 
allowing more time for discussion. The atmosphere is relaxed, but the serious efforts of all 
concerned help to make this a rewarding experience for everyone. 

Resources: N/A 

About the Moderators: Ellen has been an English professor at Mount Holyoke College, but 
instead of doing academic analyses of others’ writing, she much prefers writing about her own family 
and personal experience. Catharine is a retired UMass faculty member from the Department of 
Consumer Studies and Ombudsperson. Ellen and Catharine have co-moderated this seminar 
previously. 

Maximum number of participants: 12 

Emeriti accepted:  no 
 
Course # 18SWR 

 

Moderator:   Ellen Peck 
Co-moderator Catharine Porter 
 

Date and Time:  Thursday 10:00 AM - Noon 
10 weeks, starting February 22, 2018 
 

Format:   Seminar 
 

Location:   Grace Episcopal Church, Amherst 
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2018 SPRING SPECIAL PROGRAMS 
 
To participate in a Special Program, contact the facilitator.  No registration form is needed.  For 
questions regarding accessibility, parking, guest attendance, etc. contact the program facilitator.  All 
events and locations noted may be subject to change. 
 
 
BOOK INTEREST GROUP  
 Facilitator:  Naomi Yanis 
 Day and Time:  Monthly on varying Fridays, September – May  
                                       (not conflicting with Opera Prep), 2:00-4:00 PM 
 Location:  TBA 
This group meets once each month from September through May, from 2:00-4:00 PM, on various 
Friday afternoons, not conflicting with Opera Prep.  Responsibility for leading the discussion of 
each book is rotated among the membership of the book group. The choices for the year are made 
early in the summer, so some of the reading may be done when more time for reading might be 
available.   
For information, contact: (naomi1937@comcast.net, 586-3399). 
 
 
ENCORE PRESENTATIONS & LECTURES 
 Facilitators:   TBA 
 Day and Time:  TBA 
 Location:  TBA 
Enjoy our programs reprising some outstanding, seminar presentations that members believe would 
be of general interest.  Occasionally we host outside speakers who discuss topics of interest to our 
membership.  Information about specific programs is listed in the monthly 5CLIR REPORTER and 
on the 5CLIR website, www.5clir.org.  
 
(PLEASE NOTE: THE ENCORE SPECIAL PROGRAM CAN CONTINUE ONLY IF WE 
FIND A VOLUNTEER OR TWO TO FACILITATE IT.  IF YOU CAN HELP WITH 
FACILITATING THIS PROGRAM, PLEASE CONTACT 
ILENE ROSENFELD (ilenerosenfeld@yahoo.com, 413-538-4451) 
 
 
FRENCH CONVERSATION 
 Facilitator:  Judith Poole 
 Day and Time:  In 2017: December 1, 8.  
                                       In 2018: Jan.12, then every Friday until April 
      from 1:30 – 3:30 PM 
 Location:  Judith’s home in Northampton 
 
This is a group of 5CLIR members who enjoy speaking and learning French.   
Contact Judith to register your interest in this program (jpool41@msn.com, 586-2190) 
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OPERA PREP 
 Facilitator:  Peg Bedell 
 Day and Time: Fridays preceding Operas, 2:00-3:00 PM 
 Location:  The Inn at Easthampton Lathrop, Garden Room 
A series of HD video productions by the Metropolitan Opera is shown at the Hadley Cinemark 
Theater on Saturday afternoons.  Peg Bedell offers an introduction to each opera and the featured 
performers the Friday before the opera showing.  2017-2018 opera prep sessions are scheduled for 
Jan. 26, Feb. 9, Feb. 23, March 9, March 30, April 13, and April 27.  See the monthly LIR 
REPORTER for details, or call Peg at 413-203-5562.   Anyone may attend any session and Lathrop 
residents are encouraged to attend.   
 
 
PHOTOGRAPHY NEAR AND FAR 
 Facilitator:  Marty Espinola 
 Day and Time:  First Tuesday of the month 12:30-1:45 PM 
 Location:  Amherst Media Center 
Open to anyone who wants to learn how to improve their photographs, how to better use their 
camera or other photographic equipment, or to learn about new approaches and techniques.  
Depending on the interests of the group, short field trips will be planned to sites that offer special 
photographic opportunities.  Special instructional presentations will be provided depending on the 
needs and wants of the group.  Open to all LIR photographers who enjoy taking pictures. Contact: 
Marty Espinola (martyesp1@yahoo.com, 413-727-8751) 
 
 
SALON MUSIC 
 Facilitator:  Chuck Aulino 
 Day and Time:  3rd Friday of each month, 10:00 AM 
 Location:  Northampton Community Music Center, 139 South St., Northampton 
Enjoy the shared ambience of salon music-making in which each musician, whatever their musical 
level, plays a selection for the group in a relaxed atmosphere.  This is what LIR member music 
makers do once each month.  Music makers are amateurs (lovers of music) who have in some cases 
returned to an instrument after a long hiatus, in other cases are beginning to learn an instrument.  
To discuss becoming a music-maker or to be put on our e-mail list please contact Chuck Aulino 
(chucknettie@gmail.com, 362-9185) 
 
 
SCIENCE ROUNDTABLE 
 Facilitators:  John Armstrong and Larry Ambs 
 Day and Time:  3rd Thursday of the month, 4 x per semester, 2:00-3:30 PM 

Location:  The Community Room at the new Hitchcock Center for the                               
Environment, on Rte. 116, South Amherst (just north of the entrance to                  
Hampshire College) 

Science Roundtable is a discussion group for anyone interested in current issues in science.  At each 
session we discuss one or two main topics presented by one of our members or a guest speaker.  We 
reserve time at the end of each session for questions and informal discussion and we encourage  
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members of the Science Roundtable to suggest topics for future sessions or to lead discussions 
themselves. 
 
A background in science is not needed to participate nor do you have to attend all sessions.  If you 
are interested in participating and are not already on our mailing list, contact Larry Ambs 
(ambs@umass.edu, 256-8324) 
 
 
THEATER INTEREST GROUP 
 Facilitator:   Kay Klausewitz 
 Dates and Times:  As arranged for each performance 
 Locations:  Various theaters, most around one-hour drive 
The Theater Interest Group enjoys attending professional-quality live theater plays and musicals at 
the many active theaters outside our usual familiar communities yet most still within an hours drive.  
Matinees are preferred and transportation will be arranged.  Sometimes the performance will include 
talks related to the show offered by the theater.  Sometimes lunch might be arranged on a “pay your 
own” basis.  Group discounts make the shows more affordable.  Physical needs will be considered 
(such as hearing assistance, wheelchair ramps).  Guests outside of 5CLIR may come with you.  
Possible venues are Springfield, Lenox, Stockbridge, Adams, Pittsfield, Greenfield, and Worcester, 
MA, and Hartford and East Haddam, CT.  For details on arrangements see the monthly 5CLIR 
REPORTER or contact Kay Klausewitz (kayklausewitz@gmail.com, 781-248-5446) 
 
 
VIEWPOINTS 
 Facilitator:  Hy Edelstein 
 Day and Time:   1st Thursday of each month, year round, 12:30-2:00 PM 
 Location:   Highland Valley Elder Services conference room, Florence 
This is an open, informal, spontaneous discussion group, a fresh departure from the formal 
presentations and discussions in our seminars.  However, it does adhere to our peer-learning 
mission.  While preparation is not required, at each session several topics proposed by participants 
are discussed – topics which may be drawn from a whole spectrum of events and trends in 
society/culture, concerns over developments in public/private life, issues in the 
humanities/technologies.  Discussions over such matters, drawing on the spontaneity, spirit, 
thoughtfulness, and good humor of its seasoned participants, are indeed enriching learning 
experiences.  For more information, contact Hy (hedelste@crocker.com 584-3060). 
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WINTER PROGRAMS  
 
 
MEMORIAL PROGRAM 
 

Date: Thursday, January 4 (snow date Friday, January 5), 2017 
Time: 10:00 AM 
Place: Alumni House, Amherst College   
Cost: Free 
Contact Person: Gordon Wyse at 413-549-5406 or gwyse@bio.umass.edu 
 

Join your fellow LIR members in remembering those whom we have lost during the past year. We 
appreciate the many talents of those who have helped make our organization so interesting and 
informative. Refreshments will be served. 
 
 
ROCK VOICES 
 

Date: Saturday, January 13 
Time: 7:00 PM concert  
Place: The Academy of Music, Northampton   
Cost:  $15  
Contact Person: Nancy Denig at 413-530-5458 or nancydenig10@gmail.com 
 

You may be surprised to find yourself clapping and cheering, along with a full house at the Rock 
Voices’ Winter Concert, featuring favorites from the 60’s, 70’s and 80’s up to the present. You may 
even be able to pick out several 5CLIR members among the large community of choristers singing 
their hearts out under the inspired direction of RV’s founder, Tony Lechner.   
 
 
GAZETTE NEWSPAPER TOUR  
 

Dates: Tuesday, January 16 (snow date: Wednesday, January 17) 
Time: 10:30-11:30 AM 
Place: 115 Conz Street, Northampton (Gazette office & production facility) 
Cost: No cost 
Contact Person: Robert Barker at 413-268-9209 or (preferably) rwbarker@att.net  
 
Have you ever wondered how a modern newspaper comes to be? This tour of the Gazette is your 
chance to see the creation of a newspaper from the raw ideas of the reporters to the final printed 
copy. The tour will start at the conference room with a short history of the Gazette (hint: founded in 
1786), followed by a walk through the plant, with opportunities to stop and chat with some staff 
along the way. We will end up back at the conference room for any last questions and/or comments.  
 
 
A DAY AT THE SPRINGFIELD MUSEUMS 
Discover one of the Pioneer Valley’s best-kept secrets 
 

Date: Thursday, January 18 
Time: Bus leaves Sheldon Field, Northampton at 9:00 AM and arrives back at 3:30 PM 
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Place: Springfield Quadrangle Museums 
Cost: $52 (for transportation, all museum admissions, and morning tour) 
Contact Person: Mary Franks at 413-548-9487 or franks@acad.umass.edu 
 

We’ll be going by bus for convenience and sense of safety for those who have hesitated to go 
themselves to the cultural center of Springfield: the Quadrangle. Here we will have a guided 
overview of the D’Amour Museum of Fine Arts’ collection of American and European paintings, 
prints, and sculpture; and visit the newly opened Amazing World of (Springfield native) Dr. Seuss 
Museum. Lunch will be available as you will at the Quadrangle Café, after which you will be on your 
own to visit other Quadrangle gems: the Science Museum’s Natural History, African and Dinosaur 
Halls; the George Walter Vincent Smith Museum’s one-of-a-kind collection of Chinese, Japanese 
and Middle Eastern Arts; and/or the Wood Museum of Springfield History, tracing the story of the 
City’s vital role in our national history. By 3:00 you’ll be looking forward to a rest on the bus trip 
home. 
 
 
FLYNT CENTER OF EARLY NEW ENGLAND LIFE 
Historic Deerfield, Massachusetts 
 

Date:  Thursday, February 1 (snow date: February 7) 
Time: 10:00 AM 
Place: 37 Old Main Street, Deerfield 
Cost: $10 
Contact: Karen Tatro at 413-584-7746 or pinkertonastro@yahoo.com 
 

The Flynt Center of Early New England Life is a 27,000 square foot state-of-the-art facility featuring 
the museum’s most sensitive and highly valued collections: textiles, furniture, and decorative arts, as 
well as special exhibits, such as the current one of engraved powder horns from the French and 
Indian War and the American Revolution. We will be oriented by a member of the Flynt Center staff 
and on our own for lunch at any of the several area restaurants. Parking is available on site. 
 
 
LEGISLATORS FORUM 
Free and Open to the Public 
 

Date:  Friday, February 16 
Time: 2:00 – 4:00 PM  
Place: Coolidge Room, Forbes Library, Northampton 
Cost: free and open to the public  
Moderator: Carol Jolly, 5CLIR Past President 
Contact:  Nancy Denig at 413-530-5468 or nancydenig10@gmail.com  
  

Come hear our area legislators give a summary of 2017 accomplishments and their outlook for the 
coming year. Senator Stan Rosenberg (President of the Massachusetts General Court) and State 
Representatives Peter Kocot (First Hampshire District), John Scibak (Second Hampshire District) 
and Stephen Kulik (First Franklin District) will brief us on critical matters affecting the State’s 
future. This is your chance to hear directly from those shaping public policies, and to be a part of a 
Question and Answer session following the presentations. This free event has been a long-time 
favorite of LIR members. 
 



   Five College Learning in Retirement  
 

2018 WINTER PROGRAMS REGISTRATION FORM 
 
Deadline for January and February programs registration is January 3rd. 
Tickets are not refundable, as they are purchased in advance. 
 
 
LIR Member Name ____________________________________________________ 
 
 
Email ______________________________________ Phone (______) ___________ 
 

Additional Name (s)  ____________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________ 

 
 

Date 
 

Program  $ per ticket # 
tickets 

Total$ 
Amount 

Jan 4  
 

LIR Memorial Program (snow day Jan. 5) 
 

N/C   

Jan 13 Rock Voices 
 

$15    

Jan 16 
 

Gazette Newspaper Tour 
 

N/C   

Jan 18 A Day at the Springfield Museums 
 

$52   

Feb 1 
 

Flynt Center of Early New England Life $10   

Feb 16 Legislators Forum 
 

N/C   

 
 
TOTAL enclosed   $________________ 

 
 
 

Return completed form with your check to:  
5CLIR 
18 Henshaw Avenue, C2 
Smith College 
Northampton, MA 01063 
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President:     Michael Brooks  
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