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Short Summer Seminar 
 
The Library of Congress  
The People's Library  
         
Purpose: The purpose of this seminar is to learn about the history of the Library of Congress since it was 
founded by President John Adams in 1800, the resources and services provided by the Library, and the role 
it has played in American life. 

 

 

 

 

 

Description: In this seminar we will examine the history of the Library of Congress, its rich holdings, and 
how it has changed since 1800 when the idea for the library was first proposed by President John Adams. 
While its original purpose was to serve as the library for Congress, it has grown into an institution that 
serves all of the American people. The original Jefferson Building, which will be our main focus, was 
completed in 1897 and is a model of architecture and art that honors the importance of books in the lives of 
Americans. Two other buildings, the Adams Building and the Madison Building, were added in 1939 and 
1980, respectively, but the Jefferson Building remains the main one of interest to the general public. 

Role of participants: Participants will select a topic related to the Library of Congress and make a 
presentation on the topic to the seminar. All participants will engage in active discussion of the topics 
presented. 

Resources: The moderator will provide a list of sources about the Library of Congress that participants can 
draw upon according to the topics they have selected. 

About the Moderator: Dottie has moderated or co-moderated 24 seminars for 5CLIR, including "100 
Books That Shaped America," based on an exhibit at the Library of Congress in 2012. 

Maximum number of participants: 8 

Auditors accepted: yes, up to 2 
 
Course # 18SULC 

 

 
 

 

Moderator:   Dottie Rosenthal 
 

Date and Time:  Tuesday afternoon, 1:30-3:30 
5 weeks, starting July 17 
 

Format:   Seminar 
 

Location:   Applewood in Amherst, The Taven 

 


