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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

Dear LIR Members,   
        
 
I am ending my term as LIR President in a very different 
environment than when I began last July.   In light of the pandemic, 
we were required to re-evaluate the way we operate.  Moving all of 
the seminars and activities to an online platform was a difficult but 
necessary step to ensure your well-being.  I admired the way you 
were able to adjust to this new reality.  I believe this reflects the resiliency of LIR.   This 
was not easy for any of us, but I am hopeful that by the time next spring’s seminars 
begin, we will have resumed all of our in-person gatherings.  
 
While we are in the midst of this crisis, I want to remind everyone that Council Elections, 
for the first time, will be conducted online this month.  The elections will run between June 
1st through June 12th.  All members should have received emails allowing them access to 
vote for next year’s 5CLIR Officers and Council Members.  Please take this opportunity to 
show your support for our organization.    
 
I am deeply grateful for the support I have received from all of you throughout the year.  I 
am particularly appreciative to all of our committees.  They are the foundation that allows 
LIR to be relevant and successful.  I want to also acknowledge members of the Executive 
Committee, Bev von Kries, Nancy Mihevc, Bob Cohen, Ellen Kosmer and our soon-to-be-
president Nancy Denig, for their help, advice and honest opinions.  It was a pleasure and 
an honor working with all of the Council members.  I would be remiss if I did not mention 
Tisha Ferguson, our office manager who worked tirelessly to support the daily operations 
critical to the organization.  I want to express my gratitude to all of them for their efforts 
during the last 3 months when we all needed that extra support. 
 
Thanks to our outgoing Council members, Linda Honan, Terry Rosenfeld and Jay Russell 
who have completed their 3-year terms.  My best wishes to all of them. 
 
I look forward to next year as Past President and working with the incoming officers of the 
Executive Committee: Nancy Denig (President), Tyll van Geel (Vice President), Bev von 
Kries (Secretary), Monroe Rabin (Treasurer) and Dudley Williams (Assistant Treasurer).   
 
We all realize that LIR will be facing challenges over the next few months, but I am 
confident that the organization will be in excellent hands. 
 
Jake 
 
 
 



THE 2020 5CLIR ELECTION 

  
 

All current members have been sent an email allowing access to the online ballot for  
this year’s election of Officers, Council Members, and to vote to approve a By-law 
amendment. 
Don’t forget to complete your ballot by June 12th, when the ballots must be received. 
 
 
 

FALL SEMINAR REGISTRATION  

 

 
 

REMINDER!  
 The new registration deadline is this FRIDAY JUNE 5, to be included in the 

first round of class assignments and the lottery. 

 Fall seminars are going to be held via ZOOM!  
Tech assistance is available for all members; sign up on the seminar registration 
form. 

 Registration is online ONLY, at www.5clir.org/ 2020-fall-seminars/ 
 If you require a bit of help filling in the registration form online,  

we have volunteers to assist you: 
    If your last name begins with the letters  
    A-G, contact Bob Cohen at racprint@comcast.net or 413-265-5123 
    H-O contact Jim Perot at jperot38@gmail.com or 413-549-3502 
    P-Z contact Terry Rosenfeld at tmrosenfeld@yahoo.com or 413-538-4451 

 
 
 

mailto:racprint@comcast.net
mailto:jperot38@gmail.com
mailto:tmrosenfeld@yahoo.com


PROFILES IN RETIREMENT:  Francie Borden 

 
 

What brought you to our “happy valley”? 

My son, Sam, a potter, daughter-in-law, Carol, photographer, and their 
three sons have lived in this area since their marriage; Ken and I were 
frequent visitors. Alaska, where my two daughters live, is a fabulous 
place to visit, but couldn’t offer the perfect blend of rural delights and 
urban amenities (including LIR) to be found here. 
 

How’s retirement working out for you? (surprises? regrets?) 

We love it. We lived on school campuses for 40-odd years and are 
delighted to have our own home and gardens at last. With both space and 
time to call our own, we have renewed old friendships, made new 
connections, involved ourselves in the community and taken on new 
challenges. 

 
What are you reading lately? 

The pandemic has proved to be a surprisingly irresistible topic. The 
tsunami of material, the global magnitude of situation, the range of 
disciplines (medical, scientific, historical, political, legal, education, art, …)  
presented make a perfect opportunity to explore in real time questions that 
have always fascinated me: How do we know things? What is true? What 
do we believe? How do we evaluate information and ideas?  This is a 
great time for me to be rereading Ron Ritchhart’s Making Thinking Visible, 
which I am doing for my fall seminar. I am also enjoying Patrica Hampl’s A 
Romantic Education and plenty of escape fiction, mostly mysteries
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 What kinds of seminars have you most enjoyed? (and why?) 

My first LIR experience was in Writing to Remember and that remains my 
favorite. It combines inspiration and deadlines for writing, the opportunity 
to explore memory and its place in our brains, and multiple windows into 
the lives, particularly of women, who all experienced, but in hugely 
different ways, the changes of the last half century or so. All the seminars 
have been rewarding, offered intellectual challenge, and association with 
interesting, admirable, and fun people. 

 
What’s on your bucket list? 

I don’t have one or want one. I like knowing that no matter where we are, 
each day is a new adventure with new opportunities. 

 
Who would you like to imagine around your dinner table? 

There are any number of famous people, both real and fictional, on whose 
walls I would love to be a fly (with acute hearing!). For dinner table 
conversation, however, I would like to choose ordinary people from the 
past, any culture, any time, women, mostly, who are generally easier 
conversationalists. I want to find the commonalities we share across time 
and space and learn about the differences. 

 
What else would you like us to know about you? 

I am passionate about schools and questions about the best learning 
environments for both personal growth and social justice for people of all 
ages. I am passionate about my family; my children and grandchildren 
have been my best teachers and my best friends. 
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TASTY TIDBITS 
 
“Crema de calabacita” 
 

 
 

Most Americans think Mexican food consists only of tacos, tamales, rice and beans. However, 

each Mexican state has many local specialties. Here is Honore David’s creamless cream of 

zucchini soup from Oaxaca!  

  

“Crema de calabacita” 

2 Tbsp. unsalted butter 

1 Tbsp. vegetable oil 

1 cup coarsely chopped onion 

1 cup sliced leeks, white and light green parts only 

1 jalapeno or serrano chile, halved, seeded, and coarsely chopped 

8 cups diced or coarsely chopped zucchini (about 3 pounds) 

8 cups chicken broth 

1 tsp. Kosher or coarse sea salt  

½ tsp. black pepper  

  

Heat the butter and oil in a large pot over medium heat until butter melts. Stir in the onion, leeks, 

and chile and cook, stirring occasionally, until the onion softens, about 15 minutes.  Add the 

zucchini and cook for five minutes.  Add the broth, salt and pepper and simmer about ten 

minutes until the zucchini is tender.  Working in batches, puree the soup until smooth.   

Share your food dreams, memories, or fantasies with us all, limiting your missive to 100-150 words, 

please. Email your submission to Linda Honan at honan@umass.edu, writing “Tasty Tidbit” in the subject 

line. 

mailto:honan@umass.edu
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100 WORDS (or so…) 

 

                      True North 

                      A Pantoum for Howard 

 

                                 True North is a state of mind. 
                                 Severed synapses whorl storms of snow. 
                                 Kilimanjaro, conquered so long ago… 
                                 It is hard to be a mountain of a man. 
  
                                 Severed synapses whorl storms of snow. 
                                 The last frontier beckons; the final plan… 
                                 It is hard to be a mountain of a man. 
                                 Beauteous glaciers, parks and mountain peaks 
  
                                 The last frontier beckons.  The final plan 
                                 Calls from a distant mountain; the adventurer seeks 
                                 Beauteous glaciers, parks and mountain peaks 

Respite from the graveyard of life’s beaten men. 
  

Calls from a distant mountain, the adventurer seeks 
Throughout the night.  Before the final fall, 
Respite from the graveyard of life’s beaten men. 
Ability is overrated; persistence is all! 

  
Throughout the night before the final fall… 
Kilimanjaro, conquered so long ago… 
Ability is overrated; persistence is all! 
True North is a state of mind. 

                             
                                            -Ina Ludadtke 

  

The pantoum is a poetic form derived from a Malay verse form, the pantum berkait.  
Interwoven lines form the pattern for a series of stanzas.  The final stanza differs where 
the third line of the first stanza is the second line of the final stanza and the first line of 
the poem is the last line of the poem. 

 

 Dr. Howard Sachs was a member of several LIR seminars I moderated.  This poem was 
written in 2009 in a creative response to his sharing his profound and unfilled desire to 
spend his last years in Alaska.   

                                                                                                                                            
-Ina        

  

In “100 words (Or so…)", we publish short personal anecdotes or personal reflections of LIR members. 
We welcome your contributions. If you have a short piece that you would be willing to share through the 
newsletter, please email it to Lucy Greenburg at lgreen0904@gmail.com. 
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TECH ASSISTANCE: Help is Available! 

 
The Technology Committee is pleased to announce that it will offer one-on-one 
assistance to members of 5CLIR who have questions regarding a range of digital 
devices and selected software. Should you need tech help, please email the appropriate 
Tech Committee member for assistance with the type of device or software that 
concerns you. Note that while we will attempt to satisfactorily solve your problem, we 
cannot guarantee a solution. 

 
 

Apple/Mac OS:  Kathy Campbell ksmithcamp@post.harvard.edu 
Gordon Wyse gwyse@bio.umass.edu 

 
Windows XP:  Dean Poli  poli@ecs.umass.edu 

 
Windows 7:   Jim Scott  nmscott@spanport.umass.edu 

 
Windows 8 - 10:  Larry Ambs  ambs@umass.edu 

 
Linux OS :  John Armstrong johna.armstrong@comcast.net 

 
Android Cell Phones: Larry Ambs  ambs@umass.edu 

 
iPhones:   Gordon Wyse gwyse@bio.umass.edu 

Jim Scott  nmscott@spanport.umass.edu 
 

iPad:    Jim Scott  nmscott@spanport.umass.edu 
 
Word:    Bobbie Reitt  redits@comcast.net 

about:blank
mailto:gwyse@bio.umass.edu
mailto:poli@ecs.umass.edu
mailto:nmscott@spanport.umass.edu
mailto:ambs@umass.edu
mailto:johna.armstrong@comcast.net
about:blank
mailto:gwyse@bio.umass.edu
mailto:nmscott@spanport.umass.edu
mailto:nmscott@spanport.umass.edu
mailto:redits@comcast.net
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5CLIR COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS  

Please refer to your member directory for contact information. Directories are  
sent periodically, and you may request one from the office at any time. 

 
 
Council Members 

 
President 

 
Jake Greenburg  

 Vice President Nancy Denig 
 Treasurer Nancy Mihevc 

 Asst. Treasurer Robert Cohen 

 Secretary Bev von Kries 

 Past President Ellen Kosmer 

 At Large Linda Honan 

 

 

Jay Russell 

 

 

Terry Rosenfeld  

 
 

Pat Jorzak 

 
 

Margaret Russell 

 
 

Gene Fisher 

 
 

Laura Price 

 
 

Kip Fonsh 

 
 

James Lee 

 5C Liason Larry Ambs  

 Ombudsperson Anne Lombard 

 Historian Sara Wright 

   

Committee Chairs Activities Mary Franks, Karen Tatro 

 Curriculum Betsy Siersma, Kendra Dahlquist 

 Finance Nancy Mihevc 

 Great Decisions Rich Parrish 

 Member Events Brigid Glackin, Catharine Porter 

 Membership & Outreach Wendy Parrish, Pat Jorczak 

 Nominating Margaret Russell 

 Ongoing Programs Wendy Parrish, Norma Johnson 

 Projects & Events Ellen Kosmer 

 Technology Gordon Wyse 
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5CLIR CALENDAR  
     
 
March              6 Deadline for fall 2020 seminar proposals 
        5 Executive Committee meeting, 1:15-2:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 
        5 Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15-4:15, Five Colleges, Inc. 
       12 Council meeting, 2:15-4:15, Five Colleges, Inc.  

**** ALL IN-PERSON PROGRAM MEETINGS  
CANCELED FOR THE REMAINDER OF THE SEMESTER 

 
April        2 Executive Committee meeting, 1:15-2:15, (Online) 
      16 Council meeting, 2:15-4:15, (Online) 
      30 Last day of spring seminars   
 
May        2-4 Annual Meeting Online          

      4   Registration Opens for Summer & Fall Programs (Online) 
              7 Executive Committee meeting, 1:15-2:15, (Online)      
          14 Council meeting, 2:15-4:15, (Online) 
      22   Registration deadline for inclusion in fall 2020 seminar lottery  
 
June         4 Executive Committee meeting, 1:15-2:15, (Online) 
         4 Curriculum Committee meeting, 2:15-4:15, (Online) 
       11 Council meeting, 2:15-4:15, (Online) 
       30  End of Membership Year – Renewals due 
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